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Parliament adjourned on 22nd 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal Decree was issued Tuesday 
adjourning the extraordinary session of the 13th parliament 
as of August, 22, 1998. The Parliament reconvened on Sat- 
urday June 6 in an extraordinary session by virtue of a 
Royal Decree issued June 12, 1998 to discuss thirty three 
draft laws. 
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Israel demolishes Arab home 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel demolished a Palestinian 
home in the West Bank village of Qatana on Tuesday 
and ordered two more homes razed because they were 
built without permits, witnesses said. Since the start of 
the year, Israel has demolished 1 1 2 Palestinian homes 
in the West Bank and at least 14 in traditionally Arab 
east Jerusalem, according to the Israeli human rights 
group Betselem. The group said that there has been a 
steady increase in house demolitions in recent years. 
In Qatana near Jerusalem, a bulldozer guarded by 20 
Israeli policemen on Tuesday levelled the one-story 
home of Mohammed Salah, said his neighbour Fayez 
Sbamasneh. Thirteen people lived in the home. 
Sal ah's house was first destroyed a year ago and he 
had rebuilt one floor last month. 
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Regent urges envoys to develop 
Jordan’s ties with other countries 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the 
Regent; Tuesday said that 
Jordan will enhance its 
regional and international 
relations to better serve 
its national interests and 
at the same time boost its 
internal achievements 
through enhancing 

democracy, transparency, 
dialogue, and continued 
economic and administra- 
tive reforms. 

During a meeting at .the 
Royal Court with Jordan- 
ian ambassadors of sever- 
al Arab and foreign coun- 
tries, Prince Hassan 
called for developing 
coordination and coopera- 
tion with various Arab 
states to serve the inter- 
ests of and aspirations of 
Jordan and the Arab 
World. 

Prince Hassan reiterated 
Jordan’s full support for 
the Palestinian people in 
their drive to regain their 
legitimate rights on their 
national sbil. 

The Crown Prince 
pointed to the unique Jor- 
dani an- Palestinian rela- 
tions and Jordan’s support 
for an independent Pales- 
tinian identity on Pales- 
tinian- .soil,: voicing the 
Kingdom's! rejection of 
the “isolation by Israel of 
residential Palestinian 
areas by ■ cordoning them 
off with Israeli settle- 
ments”-... 

The Regent stressed Jor- 
dan’s clear position 
towards the establishment 
of an independent Pales- 
tinian state with whom 
Jordan can have integral 
relations based on the 
independence of the 


Palestinian state so that 
“we will 'have two Arab 
states: a Jordanian state 
and a Palestinian state, an 
Arab lung East of the 
River and West of the 
River (Jordan).” 

Prince Hassan said that 
the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty “was aimed 
to support those who pre- 
ceded us in signing simi- 
lar agreements and to pro- 
' tect Jordanian and Pales- 
tinian rights and inter- 
ests.” 

The Crown Prince 
warned of the grave con- 
sequences of the failure of 
the peace process, saying 
that the region will suffer 
a great deal “if the current 
bottleneck and obstacles 
cannot be overcome in 
accordance with the 
obligations' and agree- 
ments in force.” 

The Regent called for 
the respect of human dig- 
nity, political, economic 
and human rights warning 
that “without respect of 
these rights there will be 
no stability nor security in 
the region.” 

The Regent called for 
applying uniformed stan- 
dards in dealing with 
weapons of mass-destruc- 
tion and stressed the need 
for avoiding selectivity in 
this area. 

On the internal situa- 
tions in the Kingdom, 
Prince Hassan stressed ' 
Jordan’s resolve to intro- 
duce economic and social 
reforms to achieve quali- 
tative results that will 
reflect positively on the 
Jordanian citizens and 
their standards of living. 

The Crown Prince noted 
that irresponsible freedom 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, talks to Jordan's ambas- 
sadors on Tuesday (Photo by Boghos) 


is the ugliest form of free- 
dom, saying that it calls 
for disorder 

He called on the civil 
society to play its role in 
the state of law. 

On the government 
spending priorities. 
Prince Hassan called on 
various sectors to con- 
tribute to identifying 
spending priorities 

through a meaningful and 
constructive policy dia- 
logue before embarking 
on the preparation of 1 999 
state budget. 

He added that every 
association, party or com- 
mission will be involved 
in such a dialogue. 

Referring to the stage in 
which Jordan is currently 
passing, the Regent said: 
“It is a transitional and 
critical stage and our suc- 
cess will be based on our 


capability to interpret 
these words and slogans 
into deeds.” 

The Crown Prince 
pointed to the steps adopt- 
ed to carry out adminis- 
trative reforms to better 
serve the public in a trans- 
parent and efficient man- 
ner. 

He called for benefiting 
from international agree- 
ments which Jordan has 
signed, such as the part- 
nership agreement with 
the European Union and 
making use of these ■ 
accords to boost the 
national economy. 

“We should utilise our 
international agreements • 
such as the partnership 
agreement to improve and 
develop our industry to 
keep up with international 
levels.” said Prince Has- 
san. 


“We should develop our 
investment climate 
through developing the 
proper legislations with 
dear and transparent 
manners and encouraging 
the private sector to open 
new markets," he added. 

The Regent stressed the 
important role ambas- 
sadors can play in serving 
Jordan's economic inter- 
ests through fostering 
coordination between the 
ministry's of planning and 
foreign affairs. 

“International economic 
agreements which Jordan 
has signed are not politi- 
cal but are aimed to serve 
economic interests that 
should be pursued 
through ongoing work 
based on inter-sectoral 
coordination and clear 
information,” the Crown 
Prince said. 


Clinton admits to sex with Lewinsky 

‘Netanyahu saved by Monica’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton admitted to 
Americans Monday that he 
led a sexual relationship with 
Monica Lewinsky but denied 
breaking any laws in an 
unprecedented televised 
speech aimed at saving his 
presidency. 

“I did have a relationship 
with Ms. Lewinsky that was 
not appropriate. In fkx it was 
wrong," a drained-kxddng 
Clinton said horn the White 
House Map Roam, confimring 
to (he public what he had said 
houre earlier in secret grand 
jury testimony in the same 
room. 

Clinton, who for seven 
months stuck to a blanket 
denial of allegations of sex in 
the White House with Lewin- 
sky, called his idationdiip with 
her a “critical lapse in judge- 
ment and^ a personal faflure on 
my part for which I am solely 
and completely responsible.” 
But CliiMon used part of his 
five-minute speech to deliver 
an angry attadc against inde- 
pendent counsel Kenneth Stair 
fix Ins long investigation into 
various activities by the presi- 
dent and his wife Hillary. 

“Ibis has gone on too long, 
cost too much and hurt too 
nteny innocent people.” he 

said. 

He vowed to make amends 
with his wile of more than 20 
jeats and daughter Chelsea, 
18. - 

“Now this matter is between 
roe; the two people I love most 
— my wife and our daugh ter 
~ and our God. I must put it 
right* and I am prepared to do 
whatever it takes to do so. 

"Nothing is more important 
ronte personalty” he said. 

“But it is private and 1 intend 
to red aim my family life for 
®y family. It’s nobody's bua- 
Q ess but ours. Even presidents 
have private lives. It is time to 
stop the personal desnucticn 


and fee prying into private lives 
and get on with our national 
life,'’ he said. 

It was fee most important — 
and painful — speech of Qin- 
ton’s career. But it remained to 
be seen whether his speech, 
which he had been waiting on 
since Sunday, would be 
enough to salvage his political 
life. 

Regardless, it was an exfra- 
ordinary. unheard-of perfor- 
mance for milli ons of Ameri- 
cans glued to their television 
sets. 

misled people, indinfing 
my wife,” he said. “I deeply 
regret that I can only ten you I 
was motivated by many fee- 
tors. First, from a desire to pro- 
tect myself from the embar- 
rassment of my own conduct I 
was also very concerned about 
protecting my family.” Lewin- 
sky, now 25, told the grand jury 
earlier this month she had 
numerous sexual encounters 
with Clinton inside the White 
House that began Mien she 
was an unpaid intent aged 21. 

Clinton insisted that he broke 
no laws. Starr has been investi- 
gating whether Clinton con- 
spired with Lewinsky to lie 
about an affair, charges that if 
proven true, could lead to 
impeachment proceedings 
against Clinton. 

“At no time did I ask anyone 
to lie. to hide or destroy evi- 
dence, or to take any other 
unlawful action.” he said. 

But he used an artful dodge 
to insist he did not lie when be 
said in a swam deposition for 
the Paula Jones sexual harass- 
ment lawsuit that he did not 
wigqg e in sexual relations with 
Lewinsky. 

‘'While my answers were 
le gall y accurate, I did not vol- 
unteer information.” be said. 

Matty political feados 
appeared willing to give Clin- 
ton tite benefit of fee doubt, 
however; in order to spare fee 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli editorialists viewed 
die Monica Lewinsky affair Monday as a boon 
for Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, pre- 
dicting a weakened President Bill Clinton 
would now not risk trying to pressure Israel over 
the stalled Mkkfle East peace process. 

The independent Haaretz said that whatever 
the outcome of the grand jury investigation info 
Clinton’s sexual dalliances, the U.S. leader “will 
be a lame president who in the best scenario will 
use his remaining two years in office to recover” 
Referring to Palestinian and Israeli leaders, 
Haaretz said Clinton would do this “not by 
using Molcho Abu Mazen, Arafai-Blbi. and the 
troop withdrawals but by focusing on his spe- 
ciality — domestic American affairs.” 

“Monica will go down in history as the 
woman who screwed a U.S. president and saved 
an Israeli prime minister;’' it wrote. 

Netanyahu has for months resisted appeals by 
file Clinton administration that his government 
cede another 13 per cent erf - the West Bank to 
Palestinian control in order to revive peace 
negotiations stalled for nearly 18 months. 

U.S. officials issued numerous wiled threats 


in recent months that they would go public with 
their plan and openly blame Netanyahu for the 
deadlock if his government continued to resist 
the troop withdrawals required undo- signed 
peace accords. 

But they never put the threats into action, 
reportedly under the combined pressure of foe 
pro-Israeli lobby in the U.S. and Clinton’s legal 
woes linked to the Lewinsky scandal. 

The mass circulation newspaper Maariv 
expressed concern in its editorial that Clinton 
“has simply stopped functioning” as “defender 
of the free world” at a time of growing crisis 
both in the Middle East and the fomier Soviet 
Union. 

“It would be preferable were the international 
hit story about sex at the White House be taken 
off the screen as quickly as possible so that the 
U.S. president can deal with foe little issues like 
the preservation of world peace,” it said. 


country such a turmoil 

Senior John Chafee, a 
moderate Republican from 
Rhode Island, hoped Clinton's 
speech would hasten the con- 
clusion of this “tawdry matter” 
and calied Clinton's behaviour 
deplorable. 

“It is extremely inappropri- 
ate fora person in authority to 
engage in such behaviour with 
a subordinate.” he said. 

Sea Orrin Hatch, a Utah 
Republican who chairs the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, 
said be was pleased that Clin- 
ton “finally wok some respon- 
sibility for his actions.” “But I 
have got to tell you that I was 
really offended that he started 
to attack Ken Starr at the end," 
hesaid. 

The president made the 
blockbuster revelation about 
Lewinsky during four hours of 
grand jury testimony. 

ClosetLcircuit television 
broadcast the testimony to a 


grand jury sitting in the U.S. 
courthouse 15 kilometre 
away. 

There were charges.from the 
Starr camp that Clinton refused 
to answer some questions and 
hinted he could be called back 
for more testimony. 

Clinton’s private lawyer 
David Kendall said some ques- 
tions went too fat 

“As to a very few highly 
intrusive questions, with 
respect to the specifics of this 
contact, in order to preserve 
personal privacy and institu- 
tional dignity, he gave candid, 
but not detailed answers,” 
Kendall said. 

Clinton aides said they did 
not believe Stair would call 
Clinton bade to answer more 
questions in spite of his reluc- 
tance to get into detail about 
his relations with Lewinsky. 

Clinton came out of the face- 
to-face encounter with Starr 
“looking feisty bur somewhat 


contrite,” one White House 
official said. 

‘Tie cleariy spent as much 
time in the room with Kenneth 
Starr as he could take,” the offi- 
cial said, 

Stanr came out of the pro- 
ceeding tight-lipped, offering 
reporters his customary smile 
and a wave. His spokesman, 
Charles Bakaty, said’ ‘We can- 
not talk about anything that 
happened inside foe grand jury 
today.” Leading Democrats 
were holding off comment 
before the speech. White 
House Chief of Staff Erekine 
Bowles and other aides spent 
the day phoning Democratic 
members of Congress to try to 
bolster support for the presi- 
dent: 

Clinton, who turns 52 Wednes- 
day, became the first sitting 
U.S. president to give swam 
testimony before a grand jury 
in winch he is the centre of the 
investigation- 


Prince Hassan receives 
President Bashir’s letter 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, foe Regent, Tuesday 
received a message addressed 
to His Majesty King Hussein 
from Sudanese President 
O mar Hassan Ai B ashir 
expressing wishes for the 
King's speedy recovery and 
continued health and happi- 
ness. 

The message was delivered 
by Sudan’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Mustafa Ismail who 
arrived in Amman Monday. 

The Regent who expressed 
appreciation of the Sudanese 
president's good wishes called 
for continual efforts to further 
bolster bilateral relations. 
Prince Hassan expressed his 
satisfaction with Joidanian- 
Sudaneseties saying they were 
assuming new dimensions, 
especially in the field of 
investments in trade and agri- 
culture. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan receives 
Sudan's Minister of Foreign Affairs Mustafa Ismail 
on Tuesday (Photo by Boghos) 


The Regent underlined foe 
need for Arab countries to pro- 
mote the concept of economic 
integration. 

Ismail voiced Sudan's deep 
appreciation of King Hussein's 
stands towards Sudan noungin 
particular Jordan's assistance 
to the country, sponsored by- 
tbe Hashemite Charity Organi- 


sation. to ease foe sufferings of 
a large sector of the Sudanese 
people. 

Chief of the Royal Court 
Fayez Tarawneh, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Jawad Anani and 
Sudan's ambassador to Jordan 

(Continued on page 7) 


Visa applicants asked to 
leave premises after bomb 
threat at U.S. embassy 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A U.S. embassy 
official on Tuesday said that 
embassy's offices were not 
ordered to close down yester- 
day following what Reuter 
News Agency described as 
“telephone warning.” 

‘The embassy employees 
were not ordered to evacuate 
tbe premises and offices were 
not closed.’' Stephen 
Thiebault, the press attach^ at 
tbe U.S. mission, told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Thiebault was responding to 
a news report canted by 
Reuters which said the 
embassy had ordered the evac- 
uation of all visitors and visa 


applicants from inside the mis- 
sion following the “wanting.” 

Thiebault declined to com- 
ment on whether the embassy 
had actually received any 
wanting. 

One applicant told Reuters 
that be was told by an Ameri- 
can at the embassy to leave the 
premises. 

“It's a real threat. They bad a 
phone call” foe employee was 
quoted as telling the visitor 

Around 100 visa applicants 
were asked to leave foe 
embassy and told to return on 
Wednesday, the agency added. 

U.S. embassy guards and 
Jordanian security personnel 
sealed off the area surrounding 
fiie embassy after a threatening 
phone caD was received. 


Reuters said. 

An employee at the 
embassy, who was not named 
in the rqjort, said that access to 
the embassy \yas hailed but no 
staff were evacualcd. 

“1 think there was a warning, 
Vte are going through the stan- 
dard procedures,” one U.S. 
embassy employee said. 
“Access to the embassy has 
been held up” 

An eyewitness who was at 
tbe scene told the Jordan 
Times that by 6:00 p.m. secu- 
rity measures around the 
embassy had been eased. 

“A few' police patrols were 
stationed at every cross-road 


(Continued on page 7) 


Panel hands over water report to PM today 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment will today hand Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali its report on the six- 
week-old water contamina- 
tion crisis, a Cabinet minis- 
ter said Tuesday. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Information Minister, 
Abdullah Ensour told the 
Jordan News Agency 
(Petra) the committee 
investigating the water 
problem will dispatch its 
final report to Majali at 8 
a.m. 

But Ensour did not say 


when the report will be 
made public. 

He said, “the committee’s 
investigations were totally 
independent.” 

Upon the request of His 
Majesty King Hussein, His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, tbe Regent, 
ordered the government to 
form its own committee to 
probe the crisis and pin- 
point the responsible par- 
ties behind it. 

But some deputies 
protested that foe formation 
of such a committee trans- 
lates into the government 
investigating itself. 

Ensour added that Zai 


Water Treatment Plant 
(ZWP) started pumping 
supplies with its half capac- 
ity yesterday. 

Majali has said foe ZWP 
was closed temporarily at 
dawn on Saturday after 
staff noticed increased lev- 
els of organic substances, 
chiefly algae, it resumed 
operations late on foe same 
day. 

Most residents in Western 
Amman continued to com- 
plain of scaur summer 
water supplies. Others said 
water has been cut to their 


(Continued on page 7) 


U.N. envoy says Iraq still 
refuses to cooperate 


BAGHDAD (R) — Tbe 
U.N- special envoy in Iraq 
said on Tuesday Baghdad 
stood by its decision to sus- 
pend cooperation with U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 

“There is no change in 
Iraq's decision announced 
on August 5 ” Prakash Shah 
told reporters. 

Shah’s comments echoed 
similar remarks by Iraq’s 
U.N. envoy on Monday, 
referring to an earlier 
announcement that foe 
Baghdad government 
would not cooperate with 
U.N. weapons inspection 
teams until they were 
restructured to eliminate 
alleged U.S. influence. 

“However, Iraq will con- 
tinue foe dialogue... to 
carry on cooperation with 


foe U.N. with the aim of 
ending foe sanctions regime 
and end the oil embargo,” 
Shah said. 

Shah, the special envoy of 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan, has held two 
meetings with Iraq's 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz since he arrived 

last Thursday. He conveyed 
a message from Annan urg- 
ing Iraq to resume coopera- 
tion with U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
weapons inspectors. 

Shah said he conveyed to 
Aziz a message from 
Annan stressing foe need 
for Iraq “to fully comply 
with its obligations and rel- 
evant Security Council res- 
olutions". 

The U.N. envoy said if 


Baghdad reconsidered its 
decision to halt cooperation 
with U.N. arms inspectors 
foe Security Council would 
be ready to discuss ■ other 
issues, which observers 
said might be a reference to 
U.N. trade sanctions 
imposed on Iraq for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

T also stressed that 
reconsideration by Iraq of 
its decision of August 5 
would make it possible for 
the council to focus on 
broader issues involved.” he 
said. 

Shah said he would go to 
New York on Wednesday 
and brief the Security 
Council on his talks with 
the Iraqis on Thursday. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Israeli court rejects Vanunu’s ~r in 

* team in 


demand for foreign lawyers 


BEERSHEVA (AFP) — 
Mordechai Vanunu, a for- 
mer nuclear technician 
jailed for leaking details of 
Israel's atomic weapons 
programme, has been 
refused access to foreign 
lawyers seeking damages 
for the prisoner, officials 
said Tuesday. 

In an appeal Monday to a 
Beersheva court, Vanunu 
asked for permission to 
meet with two British 
lawyers representing him in 
a suit against a third coun- 
try involved in his 1986 
capture by Israeli secret 


agents, officials said. 

The court rejected the 
demand, saying Vanunu 
could deal with the foreign 
attorneys through his Israeli 
lawyers, a court spokesman 
said. 

Vanunu, 43. was sen- 
tenced to 1 8 years in prison 
in 1986 after giving a 
British newspaper details of 
Israel's arsenal of nuclear 
weapons. 

Israeli agents subsequent- 
ly lured Vanunu from Lon- 
■don to Italy, where he was 
kidnapped and brought to 
Israel for trial. 


Vanunu, who had worked 
as a technician at Israel’s 
top secret Dimona nuclear 
facility, has claimed that his 
abduction was facilitated 
by the secret service of a 
third country, which he 
wants to sue for damages. 

An Israeli parole board in 
May refused to release 
Vanunu even though he was 
eligible for * parole after 
serving two-thirds of his 
sentence. 

Citing humanitarian con- 
cerns, the authorities did 
however release Vanunu 
from the solitary confine- 


ment in which he had been 
kept for the previous 12 
years. 

The Israeli security estab- 
lishment believes Vanunu 
remains a threat and that his 
release would damage 
Israeli efforts to counter 
nuclear weapons develop- 
ment programmes in Arab 
states. 

But the Israeli is widely 
considered a prisoner of 
conscience abroad for his 
anti-nuclear stand. 


Iran to 
visit Iraqi 
PoWs 


Turkish 
police arrest 
4 Kurds 
for bombing 


Sewage swamps Israel’s 
Red Sea resort 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — 
Turkish authorities have 
charged four separatist 
Kurdish rebels over a bomb 
attack here in early July 
that killed seven people 
and injured IIS others, 
police officials said Tues- 
day. 

The four, arrested in 
recent police swoops, had 
confessed to planting the 
powerful bomb at the 
entrance of the historic 
Egyptian Bazaar, also 
known as the Spice Mar- 
ket, on July 7, they said. 

The officials said the 
accused admitted being 
members of the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK). which has been 
waging a separatist war in 
Turkey's Southeast border- 
ing Iran. Iraq and Syria 
since 19S4. 

Three of those killed in 
the blast were children 
aged between four and six, 
and the injured included 1 1 
foreign tourists. 

At the time of the inci- 
dent, Turkish officials had 
said the explosion was 
caused by a gas leak, but a 
subsequent inquiry con- 
firmed the presence of a 
bomb. 

The PKK has also been 
blamed for three other 
bomb blasts in Istanbul 
since last December. A 
total of nine people were 
killed in there explosions. 

More than 30.000 people 
have been killed in PKK- 
relaied violence in south- 
eastern Turkey since the 
group launched its armed 
campaign. 

PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan has threatened to 
stage bomb attacks in large 
cities in retaliation for 
army operations against the 
PKK in the southeast. 


EILAT (AP) — Beaches 
in Israel's Red Sea resort 
of Eilat remained closed 
Tuesday after a broken 
pipeline spewed raw 
sewage into Lhe sea. rais- 
ing e-coli bacteria to SO 
times the allowed level. 

Large amounts flowed 
into the sea after the main 
pipeline broke Saturday 
and the health ministry 
Monday ordered most of 
the beaches closed for the 
first time in the resort's 
history. 

The sewage sent tourists 
scampering for hotel pools 
after it spilled onto the 


city's main thoroughfare. 
Haunarim Street, a 
tourism plaza, the local 
airport and into the sea. 
which is known for its 
coral reefs. 

Although the main was 
fixed Sunday, it leaked 
large amounts of sewage 
again Monday for three 
hours during a test and 
Hatmarim Street was 
closed. 

The health ministry said 
Tuesday the pipeline had 
not yet been fixed and the 
beaches would be closed 
for a few more days. 

Eilat Mayor Gabi 


Kadosh warned that the 
sewage was scaring away 
tourists, most of whom are 
Israelis at this time of the 
year. 

“Until this incident, we 
have never been forced to 
close all the city's main 
beaches." Kadosh said. 
“This will have serious 
implications for tourism in 
Eilat." Kadosh hopes to 
get the city nominated as 
next year's host for the 
Miss Universe pageant. 


Iraq says U.S. has changed tone over weapons crisis 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The United Slates has softened its 
tone towards Baghdad in the latest crisis over U.N. 
weapons inspections even though it remains hostile, an 
official Iraqi newspaper said Monday. 

“The tone of the threats and declarations fof the United 
States] has changed radically compared to the language the 
American authorities used in previous crises." the ruling 
Baatb pony's Al Thawra said. 

**We are no longer seeing a bitter political and military 
escalation and the United States is no longer talking of a 
crushing military hit. It seems the rage of threats and intim- 
idation has not gripped the White House and Pentagon this 
time," the newspaper said. 

But "America has not abandoned its hostility and its 
detestable arrogance." although it is "obvious that there is 
a change in style in its bearing and confrontation with 
Iraq." 

The newspaper said this change was the result of a lack 
of international and Arab support for a recourse to the use 


of force against Iraq and the repeated calls for a lifting of 
the embargo. 

Public opinion in the United States is also against the use 
of military force to maintain the eight-year sanctions 
imposed after Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait, Al Thawra 
said. 

“But despite this change, what essentially interests the 
U.S. administration is still the perpetuation of the embargo, 
recently reiterated by U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright,” it said. 

“But Albright refuses to recognise that the serious 
changes in Arab and international attitudes towards Iraq 
and even in the United States will lead to an erosion and 
lifting of the embargo, whether Albright wants it or not." 

Babel, a newspaper owned by President Saddam Hus- 
sein's elder son Uday. said .Sunday that the United States 
was hoping to avoid a military confrontation with Iraq. 


UAE protests over Iranian drug claim 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) has protest- 
ed over a claim by Iranian televi- 
sion that it was helping the Taleban 
smuggle one tonne of opium a day. 
a source close to the foreign min- 
istry said Tuesday. 

Iran’s charge d’affaires in Abu 
Dhabi. Mahmnud Imiiaz. was sum- 
moned to the foreign ministry 
Monday, where officials voiced a 
strong protest over the “unfounded 


accusations" and demanded an 
official explanation, the source 
said. 

The source said Iranian televi- 
sion on Thursday broadcast a pro- 
gramme accusing the Taleban of 
exporting one tonne of opium a 
day from Afghanistan through 
Dubai airport in ihe north of the 
UAE. 

“These allegations are unfounded 
and threaten relations between the 


two countries." the source said. 

Iran and the UAE are already 
locked in a dispute of the owner- 
ship of three Gulf islands occupied 
by Iran since 1971. 

Pakistan. Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE are the only countries to have 
recognised the Taleban militia as 
the legitimate government of 
Afghanistan. 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 19, 1998 





TEHRAN (AFP) — A del- 
egation from the Interna- 
tional Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) is in 
Iran to meet Iraqi prisoners 
of war (PoW) see king polit- 
ical asylum here, the for- 
eign ministry said. 

The delegation has been 
interviewing the Iraqis 
since Wednesday, accord- 
ing to foreign ministry offi- 
cials quoted by the Jomhuri 
Islami newspaper on Mon- 
day. 

“Those who express a 
desire to return home will 
be taken to Iraq and others 
will stay here as refugees," 
the ministiy said. 

Tehran and Baghdad 
have been moving in recent 
months to release PoWs 
from their 1980-1988 war. 

In April the Red Cross 
supervised an exchange in 
which 5,584 Iraqis and 319 
'Iranians were released. It 
was the first major swap 
since 1990, when each side 
freed around 40,000 cap- 
tives from the other coun- 
try. 

But Iranian authorities 
said last month that some 
of the Iraqis released had 
refused to go back to Iraq, 
without disclosing their 
numbers. 


[ffiUill/ISTHELAll 

SHIP GOKQVA 

^TWsacc 





Local activists and members of the international crew of the Greenpeace ship Sir- 
ius’ protest peacefully Tuesday in Ankara against what Greenpeace says is the me- 
gal operation of three coal-powered plants in an Aegean region called the deadly 
triangle (AFP photo) 


Israel’s chief rabbis ask Pope 
to intervene over Auschwitz crosses 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s 
chief rabbis asked the Pope on 
Tuesday to intervene in die 
growing controversy over 
crosses being erected outside 
the Auschwitz death camp in 
Poland. 

Ashkenazi leader Israel Meir 
Lau and Sephardic rabbi 
Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron sent a 
message to Pope John Paul II 
asking him to "work towards 
getting Poland to lake down the 
crosses," (be chief rabbinate in 


Jerusalem said. 

More than 100 crosses have 
been erected outside the camp, 
the latest last week by members 
of the Brotherhood of Pius X, a 
group with links to a con trover- 
si al French fundamentalist bish- 


Caihobc activists want to put 
up 152 wooden crosses outside 
the death camp to commemo- 
rate 152 Catholics killed there in 
1941. 

The effort has infuriated Jew- 


Egypt denies reports 
of Abu Nidal arrest 


CAIRO (AP) — Egyptian security officials 
Tuesday denied that Abu Nidal had been 
arrested in Egypt, responding to news repons 
and several days of rumours that the one- 
time Palestinian guerrilla was in custody. 

They also said that followers of Abu Nidal 
— the nom de guerre of Sabri Al Banna — 
had not been detained in Egypt 

The security officials spoke to the Associ- 
ated Press on customary condition their 
names not be used. A similar denial was car- 
ried on Egypt's Middle East News Agency, 
quoting a security source who called the 
reports '‘untrue and baseless." The reports, 
by a foreign news agency Monday and the 
Arabic daily Ai Hayat's Tuesday edition, 
also quoted unnamed sources. 

They included comments by Egyptian and 
Palestinian officials denying any knowledge 
of such an arrest. 

The U.S. State Department lists his group 
as “the most dangerous terrorist organisation 
in existence." blamed for killing 300 people 
and wounding 650 in 20 countries since 
1973. 

Rumours of Abu Nidal's alleged arrest in 
Egypt have been circulating in the Palestin- 
ian community in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as well as in Lebanon. 

Some Palestinian sources said he was 
seized a month ago while coming from 
Libya. Others said followers of the leader 
were arrested but not the man himself. AH 
the sources spoke on condition of anonvmi- 
iv. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Mr. Bogus Show 

15:30 Children's Programme 
— Halfway to Cross the 
Galaxy and Turn Left 

16:00 The Album Show 

17:00 Doc. — Ushuaia 

18:15 Acapulco Bay 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — E=M6 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 ...Comedy — Keeping 
Mum 

20:00 Doc. — Envoy Special 
Magazine 

20:30 Faces and Places 

21:10 Rung Fu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Chicago Hope 

00:10 EndofT.X. 



PRAYER TIMES 


04:34 Fajr 

05:57 (Sunrise )Duha 

12:39 Dhuhr 

16:18 ‘Asr 

19:21 Maghreb 

20:45 isha 


CHURCHES 


Anglican Church Tel. 
4624R53/4624SM. 

Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tei. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S65S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56S$4fU 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 7 5? 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fich Tel. 5920146 

The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 461 4190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


ttjrh winds northwesterly 
lijht to moderic. In Aqaba, it 
will be hot. wmds northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


Amman 22/35 

Aqaba 28/41 

Deserts 20/38 

Jordan Valley 27/41 


SJundsani pharmacy 4637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

Najib pharmacy 5347632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mofumnud Sbar' 7100588 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. AliDufdum 911466 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


RJ Flight Information 44-53200 

Ihn Al 

Nafces 

Hospital 

Queen Aha Inti. A irpon ...44-53200 

AQABA: 

(02)247100 

HOSPITALS 

Princess 
1(13)3141 if 

Haya 

Hospital 


00:15 Beirut t RJ'i 

°I-’05 Cairo (RJ) 


Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) i 

Colombo (RJl j 

Beirut (RJ) j 

New Delhi 


Yesterday \ high temperatures: 
Amman 36. Aqaba 4 1 
Humidity readings: Amman 
29 per cent. Aqaba 31 per 
cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Following arc the highest tem- 

peramrc* expected today in 

the follow inc areas: 


Ajloun 30 

Jcrash 36 

I'm Qays 35 

Madaba 36 

Petra 36 

Dead Sea .42 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
! Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 

4622366 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Mctcnmlogy 
Relative hoi weather condi- 
tions will continue to persist 


Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 4885446 

Dr. Arafat Ashhab...„ 5601567 

Dr. Ayttan Mahtaseb 4$7574S 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah .5347351 

Firas pharmacy .566 1912 

Al Asema pharmacy 4637055 

A! Salam pharmacy 4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ...4644945 


Food Control Centrc.....46371 1 1 
Oil Etfcxxxr Departtnerfl _56ol 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue -463034 1 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Ptitee 1914621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade - .4617101 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Police. 5343402 

Traffic Plaice .4896390 

Public Security DcpL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints - — 4787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repans...-..5661 101 

Ionian Television 47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 H 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 
Electric Pow er Co .4636381 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre fnr Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Ahdh — —5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luzrmh 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity.. .,,,4644 28 1/6 

Akilch Maternity. 464244 1/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity 
4641X62 

Malhas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmrisani ....5607071 
Shmcisani Hospital ... -56691 31 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-AhlL Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. ,4775111/26 

Army. Marita 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

- - (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

1 09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)99099 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLY 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44(53250). 


Other 

11:00 

11:30 

12:30 

13:15 

14:10 

14:10 

15:05 

16:10 

16:30 

18:35 

18:40... 

19:05 

23:20 

23:40 

00:15 

02:25 

05:15 


Flights 

..Sanaa. Hudaidah HYj 

Kuwait (KU) 

Jeddah (SVj 

Cairo (MS) 

Tunis (TU) 

Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna lOS) 

Dubai. Ahu Dhabi (EK) 
Algiers (AHj 

Karachi. Abu Dhabi rPK i 

Beirut (RJi 

Frankfurt (LHi 

Istanbul (TK) 

Amsterdam (KL> 

London fBAl 

■...Athens. Beirut (QA) 
Amalia (TK; 


..Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) J 

Cairo (RJ)' 

Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) j 
Dhahran. Bombay (RJ) ! 

.Bahrain (RJ) j 

....Dubai, Muscat (RJ) ; 
Sanaa (RJ) ; 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

09:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi tRJ) 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

12:05 Lamaca (RJ) 

15:55 .New York. Amsterdam (RJJ 

17-JO Madrid (RJ; 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:40 .Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 
19:10 .. London. Vienna (RJ) 
19:25 ..Frankfurt, Berlin (RJ) 

19:30 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

19:40 Rome (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

Amman (QAIA) 

(Then proceeds to Marka Air- 
port) (RWj 

J? :0 ° Aqaba t arriving at 

Marka Airport I (RW) 

19:20 TcIAvuiQAIA) (RWi 
23:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW 


Other Flights 

06:35 Lamaca (CY) | 

07:30 Paris (AF) ! 

09:20 London (BA) ' 

11:30 Ta'iz. Sanaa (IT) j 

12:45 Kuwaiti KU) j 

14:00 Jeddah (SV) ] 

14:15 Cairo (MS)! 

15:00 ..Bahrain. Muscat (GF) \ 

15:10 Tunis (TU) ; 

15:50 Vienna (OS) i 

17:20 Sharjah (AH) ‘ 

17:20 JJubar(EK) i 

20:00 Beirut (MB) ! 

20:30 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PiO I 

23:55 Beirut (ME) : 

00:40 Damascus. Amsterdam {KU • 
03:45 ....Beirut. Athens (OA) j 


I0 te* 

| , ^ 1 , Huss** 1 

\kdJ3 f1lfTU3 1 • ■" 

CVi ' J ' 


ish groups worldwide, win 
argue the crosses con travene a 
ban on political ideological or 
religious symbols near the site. 
More than one million Jews 
died at Auschwitz. 

Both the state of Israel and the 
Vad Yashem Holocaust Memo- 
rial in Jerusalem have asked that 
the crosses be removed. 

The Polish primate. Cardinal 
Jozef Glemp, has also asked 
Catholics to refrain from erect- 
ing the crosses. 


Abu Nidal's prime targets were Israelis, 
but he was accused in recent years of becom- 
ing a hit man for various Arab regimes who 
backed him. He aJso murdered dose ; aljiq&pf 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat aft^-ihe 
broke with Arafat in the raid-1 970s. aecygng 
the PLO chief of weakness" in confronting 
Israel. 

Abu Nidal — the name means “Father of 
Struggle" in Arabic — is 6 1 and was bom in 
Jaffa, now on Israel's Mediterranean coast. 
He has operated from Iraq, Syria and Libya. 

His group was blamed for the Dec. 27, 
1985, twin attacks on ticket counters of the 
Israeli airline El Al at Rome and Vienna air- 
ports. The seven attackers killed IS people 
ami wounded 120 others. 

Abu Nidal also has been accused of the 
bombings of a Pan Am jetliner on the ground 
at Rome airport in 1973 that killed 32 pas- 
sengers and of a TWA jet over the Aegean 
Sea the following year that killed all 88 peo- 
ple aboard. 

His group also has been blamed for a long 
suing of attacks on Western diplomats and 
Jewish worshippers stretching from Europe 
to the Middle East. 

In Gaza. Arafat was asked about reports of 
the alleged arrests and replied: “I have no 
information on that." In Israel. David Bar 
Ilian, a senior adviser to Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, had a similar com- 
ment. 

"We have no knowledge of it," he said. 


departures 


: Larnaca(Rj> 

09.00 Amsterdam. New Ynric iRj) 

lj'.jc Ron * (RJ) 

}t2 Istanbul (RJ; 

London (Rjj 


Royal Wings (RW) 1 

08:00 Aqaba (front j 

Marka Airport (RW) : 

09:30 -...Aqaba (from Mario j 
(Airport) (RW) ‘“j 

17:30 .Tel Aviv (fro» j 

Marka Airport) (RW.) j 

22:50 Aqaba (firo™. | 

QAFA.i (RW) j 
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Education ministry to select 1 ,200 
new teachers for next school year 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jon/an Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Education is in the 
process of selecting 1.200 
new Teachers out of 13,000 
applications for the 1998- 
99 scholastic year, an offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

Suleiman Abu Zeid, bead 
of the ministry’s personnel 
department, said the new 
appointments. to be 
announced soon, will fill 
positions vacated by receni 
retirements in government 
schools. Approximately 
930,000 of the total 1 J mil- 
lion students between the 
ages of six and 18 are 
enrolled in public schools. 

“The list of the 1,200 
appointments will be pub- 


lished by the Ministry of 
Education within the next 
few days,” Zeid told the 
Jordan Times. 

Despite the new recruit- 
ments, the cash-right min- 
istry remains in need of 
more teachers at its 2,750 
schools across the country, 
officials said. 

New government mea- 
sures to reduce the inflated 
civil service by offering 
early retirement packages 
and other incentives have 
exempted the ministries of 
Health and Education 
because of their basic social 
roles: 

About 60 per cent of the 
country's 200,000 civil ser- 
vants work for the Ministry 
of Education. 

In order to prevent possi- 


ble defections by disgrun- 
tled teachers, the ministry is 
now giving priority to 32 
governors to hire locals. 

“If they cannot find 
enough qualified personnel 
within the govemorate, 
then applications from the 
region_oet priority,” said 
another official.- . ' 

“If applicants from the 
govemorate or the region 
[north,' middle and south] 
do not meet the required 
qualifications, then the 
ministry will accept other 
applications and then select 
candidates ” he added. 

The Ministry of Educa- 
tion has for years been 
under massive pressure 
from many teachers who 
take sabbaticals for years to 
work in Gulf schools. 


which offer more lucrative 
salaries. 

They are encouraged to 
do so because current civil 
service legislation secures 
the position of any teacher 
until he/she returns, while 
the Ministry of Education 
fills teaching jobs on tem- 
porary contracts. 

‘‘Prom a financial point of 
view, this is feasible for the 
ministry because teachers 
working on temporary con- 
tracts earn around JD100 
per month, while the min- 
istry pays JD170 to full 
rime personnel on regular 
contracts.” said Bassam 
Ahmad, a teacher working 
on a temporary contract. 
“But it is the students who 
suffer most because of sucb 
discontinuities.” 


Cabinet decides to proceed 
with JTC privatisation plan 


Parties, professional associations 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Tuesday decided to 
proceed with the privatisa- 
tion of the Jordan Telecom- 
munications Company 
(JTC.) and allow the JTC to 
obtain licences for cellular 
phones in accordance with 
proper procedures, provid- 
ed they receive prior 
approval. 

During Tuesday’s regular 
session, which was chaired 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Saiam Majali, the Cabiner 
assigned the Telecommuni- 
cations Regulatory Corpo- 
ration the power" to grant 
the JTC a license to provide 
international telecommuni- 
cation services. 

Under the Cabinet deci- 
sion. the JTC financial 
advisor will review the 
company's financial evalu- 


ation in light of the restruc- 
turing. It called on the JTC 
to finalise the subscription 
to a £28 million optic fibre 
project, aimed at linking 
Jordan with international 
telecommunication lines. 
The decision also called for 
amending the costs of local 
and international calls and 
for increasing the number 
of operating telephone lines 
to 600,000, up from 
450,000. by the end of this 
year. 

In a media briefing after 
the session. Minister of 
Information Abdullah 
Ensour said Majali instruct- 
ed the ministers of Youth, 
Planning, and Public Works 
and Housing to speed up 
work on the construction of 
AI Karak Sport Centre. 

Ensour said the prime 


minister instructed all gov- 
ernment offices to coordi- 
nate with local governors 
on the issue of appoint- 
ments. 

The Cabinet referred four 
draft laws to the Legislation 
Bureau for study. The draft 
laws are the Road Fund 
draft the Housing and 
Urban Development Cor- 
poration draft, a draft on the 
King Abdullah Educational 
Hospital at the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and 
Technology, and a draft on 
the Civil Servants Con- 
sumers Corporation. 

The minister said the 
Ma'an Court of Appeals 
will resume operation as of 
August 22. 

Ensour also voiced hope 
that the regulation on unify- 
ing government laborato- 


ries, which has been 
endorsed by a Royal 
Decree, would be imple- 
mented. 

The information minister 
told journalists that the 
Cabinet endorsed the min- 
utes of the Joint Jordanian- 
Romanian Committee 
meeting and endorsed a 
memorandum of under- 
standing on scientific and 
technological cooperation 
signed between the Jordan- 
ian Higher Council for Sci- 
ence and Technology and 
the Romanian Ministry of 
Research and Technology. 

The Cabinet also 
endorsed an agreement on 
ad minis trative cooperation 
signed between Jordan and 
Algeria covering the 
exchange of customs legis- 
lation. 


discuss National Conference’s delay JPA issues statement "V*** draft P ress law 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Professional 
associations and opposition 
parties were scheduled to 
bold a meeting on Tuesday 
to discuss their differences 
over the National. Confer- 
ence for Reform and Salva- 
tion, which was delayed 
last month. 

The current chairperson 
of the Council of Presi- 
dents of Jordan's 13 syndi- 
cates, Hassan Jaber, told 
the Jordan Times that the 
meeting would focus on the 
time frame for the confer- 
ence and the drafting of the 
National Salvation Plan. 

An improbable, coalition 
of 13 parties, ranging from 



. FILMS 


* “Flipper” at the 

American Centre,, 

Abdoun, on Thurs- 
day Ang. 20 at 5:00 

p.m. 

* Children’s film 

“Black Beauty* at the 
British Council, 

Jabal Amman at 6:00 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of 
wrought iron furni- 
ture by Jordanian 
artist Salim AJ Ban- 
dak at Al Baidar Hall, 
Kan Zaman village 
(Tel. 5862531), until 
Sept 17. 

* Summer display 
of products at the 
Jordan Design and 
Trade Centre/Noor AJ 
Hussein Foundation, 
off Wadi Saqra (Tel. 
569-9141/2), until 
Aug. 31. 

* ; “Miniatures in 
Humanities and 
Environment” by 
Walid Nasrallah at 
Orfali Art Gallery, 
Um Utheina, until 
Aug. 25 (Tel. 
5526932). 


the Islamic Action Front 
OAF) to the Jordan Com- 
munist Party and the pan- 
Arabists of Al Mustaqbal, 
was forced last month to 
postpone the much-awaited 
National Conference under 
pressure from the 80,000- 
member professional asso- 
ciations. 

Protesting that the eight- 
month postponement 
equalled an actual cancella- 
tion of the conference, 
party leaders were nonethe- 
less forced to give in to 
pressures by the associa- 
tions, accounting for 60 per 
cent of conference partici- 
pants. 

Jaber said yesterday's 
meeting was held to 
“explain the associations’ 


position” that the National 
Conference needed thor- 
ough and lengthy prepara- 
tory work in order to 
achieve its goal and pro- 
duce a comprehensive 
alternative platform to gov- 
ernment policies. 

The Council of Presi- 
dents of the professional 
associations set up a spe- 
cial committee to open a 
dialogue with the parties. 

It includes the presidents 
of the Jordan Engineers 
Association. Hosni Abu 
Gheida, the Jordan Bar 
Association, Hussein Mjal- 
li, the Jordan Agricultural 
Engineers Association, 
Hassan Jaber. the veterinar- 
ians’ association. Housam 
Ammoudi, and the Jordan 


Medical Association. 
Bassem Dajani. 

One-hundred and fifty 
representatives of civil 
society institutions 

launched the National Con- 
ference on June 13. 

Opposition parties, pro- 
fessional associations, stu- 
dent unions, as well as a 
variety of other civil soci- 
ety institutions and inde- 
pendent personalities, were 
expected to agree on a 
common platform includ- 
ing halting normalisation 
with Israel, limiting pri- 
vatisation and economic 
liberalisation, and strength- 
ening ties with Syria and 
Iraq at the expense of the 
Kingdom's relations with 
the West. 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Press Association yesterday 
issued a disheartened state- 
ment on the Senate's 
endorsement of the press 
and publications law. now 
awaiting a Royal Decree 
before it goes into effect. 

“The JPA renews its 
absolute rejection of the 
press and publications law 
approved by Parliament [on 
Monday],” the statement 
said, “the board would like 
to express its disappoint- 


ment and feelings of bitter- 
ness after its proposals and 
concerns about the law were 
ignored during the debate in 
the House.” 

In the full Senate's first 
reading of the draft on Mon- 
day, an overwhelming 
majority of the 36 senators 
present at Monday's session 
voted in favour of the draft, 
with only eight voting 
against. Neither the Senate 
or its Legal Committee 
made any further amend- 
ments to those introduced at 
the Lower House. 

The JPA submitted a list 


of proposals to both houses 
of Parliament during the 
weeks-Iong debate on the. 
government’s proposed 
draft at the Lower House. In 
spite of drastic amendments 
introduced at the Lower 
House, the finished product 
fell far short of expecta- 
tions. The law grants courts 
the right to “legally” close 
newspapers for the first time 
in the country’s history. 

“The board stresses that it 
will challenge this law with 
all democratic means at its 
disposal to consolidate 
press freedoms and freedom 


of expression guaranteed by 
our Constitution.” 

But journalists now feel 
there is no recourse against 
the law. 

“It's now a waiting 
game,” said an editor at one 
of the country’s oldest 
dailies. “We had hoped for a 
law we could live with, but 
this is a law introduced to 
deal with the present stage. 
Any change in our political 
atmosphere would require a 
change in the law, so the law 
will survive as long as our 
political atmosphere does." 


Parliamentary delegation 
returns from official visit to Iran 


JMA forms commission to investigate 
alleged violations by public sector doctors 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN 


Private and 


AMMAN. (Petra) — The 
speaker of die LowerHouseof- 
Parliament, Sa’d Hayel Stour, 
and an accompanying parlia- 
mentary delegation returned 
Tuesday to Amman following 
a three-day official visit to 
Iran. 

During the visit, Srour and 
his delegation met with Iranian 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi, former President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, parliament speak- 
er Ali Akbar Nateq-Nouri, and 


other officials. 

'■In zr statetnenr - upon his 1 
return, Srour voiced satisfac- 
tion with the outcome of his 
visit to Tehran, saying that he 
stressed Jordan’s interest in 
building bilateral relations 
based on cooperation and 
mutual respect. 

Srour and his delegation dis- 
cussed with the Iranian offi- 
cials bilateral relations in vari- 
ous fields and the establish- 
ment of an Islamic parliamen- 


tary union. Talks also touched 
■^nisaies of commoia rdri-' 
cera, including the Middle 
East peace process, inter- 
Islamic relations and the role 
of Islamic parliaments in 
enhancing parliamentary rela- 
tions. 

Iranian officials expressed 
appreciation for Jordan's his- 
toric role in the upkeep and 
restoration of holy places in 
Jerusalem and its efforts to 
main tain its Islamic identity. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Ra’d meets with PSD 
director 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Prince Ra’d Bin 
Zeid Tuesday met with the director of the 
Public Security EXjpartment, Nassouh 
Muhetddin, with whom be discussed road 
accidents and issues related to traffic safety. 
Prince Ra’d praised the efforts made by the 
Traffic Department in monitoring traffic and 
preventing violations causing injuries and 
deaths. Prince Ra'd called for further 
improving and developing training and reha- 
bilitation programmes for traffic police and 
the special programmes designed for drivers 
who record the highest number of points. 


One killed in accident 

AMMAN (Petra) — One person was killed 
and 15 others were injured as a result of a 
road accident involving a medium-size bus 
and a tourist car carrying two passengers. 
Public Security Department sources said 
Tuesday. 

Troops leave for Bosnia 

AMMAN (Petra) — A new security force 
group leaves today for Bosnia to join the 
UN. peace keeping forces stationed there. 
Pubic Security Director Nasouh Muhieddin 
said. 


public sector physicians are 
at odds ' over the- latter’s 
alleged violation of rules 
barring them from, taking 
part-time jobs after official 
working hours. 

The Jordan Medical Asso- 
ciation (JMA) recently 
asked a five-member com- 
mission of veteran doctors to 
look into the issue and t£ set 
terms to ensure that viola- 
tions do not continue. 

Mahmoud Taher, head of 
the Private Hospitals Soci- 
ety, said allegations of pub- 
lic-sector doctors “moon- 
lighting” have been blown 
out of proportion. He said 
the number of these doctors, 
mainly from the army-run 
Royal Medical Services 
(RMS), taking part-time 
jobs in the private sector is 
less than 10. 

“But unfortunately, they 
have an outstanding reputa- 
tion and are very good... 
That is why there is a fuss," 
Taher said 

Private physicians say 
public sector doctors are 
unfair competition, especial- 
ly RMS physicians, who are 
exposed to the latest state- 
of-the-art medical training 
and have no operational 


costs. 

Doctors at the Ministry of 
Health, the RMS and Jordan 
University Hospital said 
they take outside jobs in pri- 
vate hospitals and clinics, 
sometimes operating under 
false names, to earn extra 
money. 

Ministry of Health doctors 
also complained that RMS 
doctors receive much better 
incentives and pensions than 
public sector doctors. 

These discrepancies, a 
simmering point for 
decades, led public physi- 
cians to stage protests in 
1989 to push for more incen- 
tives and for permission to 
work in private clinics after 
their official working hours 
end 

“All public-sector physi- 
cians have an incentive 
plan... the best one is offered 
to those in the array hospi- 
tals and the worst is to those 
working in the Ministry of 
Health.” said Zuheir MaJ- 
has, rapporteur of the JMA 
committee. 

“There, doctors work 
under tremendous pressure 
and tbeir pay and incentive 
plan is meagre.” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

“They should raise their 
allowances or at least make 
them equal to those of RMS 
and Jordan University Hos- 


pital staff, who have a much 
better incentive plan," said 
Malhas. 

Despite the salary gap 
between private and public 
sector doctors, some in the 
health care community said 
public physicians who take 
outside jobs are far better off 
than private doctors, who 
have massive operating 
costs. 

Expenditures such as rent, 
water and electricity, clerical 
staff, plus licensing fees, 
“are part and parcel of the 
private sector... public sector 
doctors do not have them." 
Malhas explained. 

He also said the committee 
wanted “to devise a formu- 
la to ensure fairness to all. to 
look into reasons behind this 
phenomenon and to collect 
data about the number of 
doctors to ensure that the 
issue is not exaggerated." 

According to rules in place 
since 1965, Ministry of 
Health doctors are banned 
from opening private clinics 
and from taking pan-time 
jobs after their official work- 
ing hours end. 

The rule was prompted by 
efforts to achieve equality 
between Ministry of Health 
doctors, who were allowed 
to work in the private sector 
after their shifts ended, and 
army doctors, who were 


banned from doing so. 

Some doctors, like Taher, 
believe that the market could 
be regulated if public doc- 
tors received permission to 
work in (he private sector. 

Malhas said the committee 
also wanted to determine 
why the 1965 rules were not 
being enforced. The names 
of public physicians have 
been listed at some private 
hospitals, he said. 

'There is laxity [in apply- 
ing the rules], and we would 
like to find out why," Mal- 
has said. “If we can't protect 
the private sector, it will 
deteriorate.*' 

Meanwhile, Ministry of 
Health doctors have stepped 
up calls for immediate 
action, such as giving them a 
35 per cent increase in their 
salaries for working extra 
hours or allowing them to 
take extra jobs in the private 
sector. 

They are also demanding 
that their pensions be raised 
by two-thirds. 

“We want the government 
to allow us to work in pri- 
vate offices after official 
working hours or to raise our 
salaries,” one public doctor 
said. On average, the 
salaries of Ministry of 
Health doctors who have 
worked for 15 years do not 
exceed JD400 a month. 


Where Arab Bank chief Shoman goes, others follow 


By Roula Khalaf 

THE FIRST stop on the road to 
investment in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories is often the Amman 
office of Abdulmajeed Shoman. 

Enlisting the financial support 
of the bead of the Amman-based 
Arab Bank group, one of the 
largest institutions in the Middle 
East, has been considered key to 
the success of projects and woo- 
ing other investors. Once Mr. 
Shoman is signed on, even with a 
symbolic stake, other wealthy 
Palestinians dutifully follow. 

As head of the bank that has 
played a significant part in Pales* 
tinian history, the 85-year-old 
Mr. Shoman has naturally 
assumed the role of patriarch of 
the Palestinian diaspora. But his 
investments in Palestine are 
almost all through the bank and 
are driven as much by emotional 
attachment as by a fiery ambition 
to stretch Arab Bank's reach as 
far as he can. 

His father founded the bank in 
Jerusalem in 1930, and the fami- 
ly continues ro own about 20 per 
cent. After 60 years with the 
bank, Mr. Shoman still spends 


his weekends and holidays in the 
office. Surrounded by a clutter of 
bank memorabilia and leather 
panelled bullet-proof walls, he 
presses the dozens of buttons on 
his telephone to check on his 
branches around the worid. 

This network, making up the 
only truly pan-Arab bank, 
extends thorough the Gulf and 
North Africa and stretches as far 
as China and Australia. It has fol- 
lowed Arab communities across 
continents but also opened 
branches or subsidiaries to help 
foreign business deal with the 
Arab World. 

Those who know him say Mr. 
Shoman has transferred his 
yearning for the land he lost in 
Palestine into a near obsession 
with building the Arab Bank 
group, an institution with $17 
billion in assets. The Arab- Israeli 
conflict has haunted Arab Bank. 
It was forced to move its head- 
quarters to Jordan in 1950, two 
years after the state of Israel was 
established. “In 1967, when the 
Israelis took Jerusalem, they 
took the money from the bank 
and returned some of it only 
recently. We closed all our 


branches then and refused to 
reopen during the occupation.” 

.Arab Bank became the bank of 
the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
sation. which is still a depositor. 
The Shomans — the bank was 
run by his father until 1974 — 
became the principal financiers 
of the Palestinian diaspora, help- 
ing merchants restart businesses 
in exile. 

Mr. Shoman insists he is not a 
politician but he has his own 
ideas about peace and has had his 
quafrels with Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader. .Opposed to 
the 1993 Oslo peace accords 
between Israelis and Palestinians 
and the subsequent Jordanian 
peace deal with Israel. Mr. 
Shoman insists: “You do not 
negotiate something that is 
yours: you fight for it, through 
every means.” 

Still, after Oslo, Arab Bank 
returned to Palestinian territory 
to become the biggest bank, with 
18 branches. Last year, it also set 
up the Arab Palestinian Invest- 
ment Bank and is an investor in a 
group developing hotels and fac- 
tories and investing in telecom- 
munications. 


But as the peace process has 
faltered, sinking with it the 
Palestinian economy, it has 
become harder for Mr. Shoman 
to reconcile his investment 
objectives with the over-conserv- 
ative banking style that has char- 
acterised Arab Bank since its 
inception. Inside the _ territories. 
Arab Bank is facing criticism for 
not lending enough. 

The bank’s prudent style is one 
thing Mr. Shoman will never sac- 
rifice although it has earned Arab 
Bank a rather dull reputation. As 
one analyst put it: “The bank will 
never set the world on fire.” But 
it has also allowed Mr. Shoman 
to claim that in spite of the 
region’s volatility, the first and 
only run on the bank dates back 
to World War H. “Since then, 
people take money out of other 
banks during crisis and deposit it 
with us.” he says. 

Mr. Shoman joined the bank in 
1936. after studying at New York 
University and doing a stint with 
what was then Chase National 
Bank, His father a demanding 
man, who had started out as a 
ladieswear door-to-door sales- 
man in New York. He forced his 


son to leave law school and study 
banking. 

Mr. Shoman seems to have 
inherited the tough and stubborn 
personality. 

He has cut links with his 
younger son for a marriage he 
disapproved of and because of a 
lack of interest in the family 
bank. 

Mr. Shoman 's only distractions 
from banking are a taste for fine 
clothes, a passion for baseball 
and helping to run the lives of his 
grandchildren. He personally 
finances their education. 

Mr. Shoman "s conservative 
management style has made the 
bank highly dependent on him 
but it has also kept the loan book 
healthy. Although not highly 
profitable, the bank's return on 
average assets increased from 
0.99 per cent in 1994 to 1.35 per 
cent last year. 

Mr. Shoman says times have 
changed. He no longer approves 
every loan, although he has the 
final say on many important 
decisions. His brother and his 
son run the bank on a day-to-day 
basis and both are prime candi- 
dates to succeed him. 


He insists he can be contradict- 
ed,^ in the bank's recent deci- 
sion to solicit credit ratings. “I 
am against it. We don't need it 
but they decided and I had to go 
along,” he says. “I am not a dic- 
tator."* 

The ratings will raise the pro- 
file of the institution, which is 
quoted on the Amman stock 
exchange, among foreign 
investors. The move is pan of a 
global marketing drive to give 
the bank a younger, more vigor- 
ous image and help it face the 
challenge of a new generation of 
depositors who may be less loyal 
to Arab Bank than their parents 
and grandparents. 

Foreign involvement in the 
bank is also a source of anxiety 
because it might bring in Israeli 
investors, which Mr. Shoman 
desperately wants to keep at bay. 
He is said to track closely 
through Jordanian brokers the 
buyers of every share, and ques- 
tions institutional investors about 
the origin of their funds, bluntly 
informing them of his disap- 
proval of any Israeli connection. 

— The Financial Times 
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Kosovo Albanians reject 
Serb offers in talks 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
i AFP) — Kosovo Albanian 
negotiators rejected Sett 
offers to resume talks 
Tuesday on the future of the 
embattled Kosovo province 
for as long as Belgrade's 
forces remain there. 

The Kosovo Albanians' 
top negotiator Fehmi Agani 
said in a letter that Belgrade 
had failed to give assur- 
ances of an ernf io the vio- 
lence in the war-tom 
province and of a withdraw- 
al of its forces. 

Serb negotiators had invit- 
ed the ethnic Albanian team 
to resume talks in the 
Kosovo capital Pristina at 


2:00 p.m. {1200 GMT) 

Tuesday. 

The Serb team turned up 
in the capital, expecting the 
talks to go ahead. 

Agani met earlier Tuesday 
with U.S. mediator and 
ambassador to Macedonia 
Christopher Hill. Kosovo's 
ethnic Albanian political 
leader Ibrahim Rugova was 
also present. 

The Kosovo negotiator 
said in his letter that Hill 
would determine when and 
where ralks would resume. 

The U.S. mediator 
Monday met in Belgrade 
with Serb President Milan 
Milutinovic, both men con- 


cluding that a solution could 
be found by "political 
means" and that “the dia- 
logue should be continued." 

Kosovo Albanian sepa- 
ratists suspended the talks 
in late May following a 
fierce Serbian crackdown 
on pro-independence rebels 
in the southern Serbian 
province, whose autonomy 
was revoked by Belgrade in 
19S9. 

, Over 500 people, among 
:them 62 policemen, have 
.been killed since fighting 
.began in the province in late 
;February, and tens of thou- 
sands of civilians have been 
forced to flee their homes. 


UNICEF Kosovo team 
detained on charges of 
medical handouts to terrorists 


GENEVA i AFP) — The 
U.N. children's agency said 
Tuesday that police in 
southwest Kosovo had 
detained members of a 
mobile team after accusing 
them of handing out medi- 
cines to terrorists in a pae- 
diatric hospital. 

The mobile team, unvei- 
ling in the Suva Reka and 
Berisha mountain areas in 
southwest Kosovo, was 
stopped 13 times over a 
250-kilometre stretch last 
Thursday. UNICEF 

spokesman Patrick 

McCormick told journal- 
ists. 

The same team was 
detained by police after dis- 
tributing ’medicines to the 
paediatric wing of the hos- 
pital in the southwest town 
of Djakovica. he said. 

“They were accused of 
distributing the medicines 
to terrorists." said 
McCormick, who denied 
that any humanitarian aid 
had been diverted to mili- 
tary means. 

“If these supplies were 


distributed to children in a 
paediatric ward in the hos- 
pital. 1 hardly think these 
recipients could be 
described as terrorists," he 
said. 

The UNICEF group was 
allowed to leave the town 
after one hour. 

Separately, the U.N. 
refugee agency’s assistant 
high commissioner. Soren 
Jes sen-Pete rsen left 

Tuesday for a five-day 
assessment trip to the 
Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia, whose govern- 
ment is under pressure to 
resume talks over Serbia's 
strife-town southern 

province. 

He plans to visit 
Belgrade. Podgorica in 
Montenegro. Kosovo's 
main city Pristina as well as 
“all affected areas" 
throughout the province, 
especially around Pec. 
where intense fighting has 
occurred in the last week. 

The official is to meet 
with federal government 
officials. President Milo 


Djukanovic of Montenegro 
and Kosovo political leader 
Ibrahim Rugova. 

The purpose of his visit is 
to “see the situation of dis- 
placement and the level of 
destruction of villages and 
to urge authorities for sta- 
bility and security- so that 
UNHCR could better assist 
those who have fled their 
homes." a spokeswoman. 
Maki Shinohara said. 

The U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
was continuing to track 
down around 20.000 people 
displaced in the Pec area of 
western Kosovo, she said. 

More than 500 people 
have been killed and more 
than 230.000 people have 
fled their homes since the 
Serb offensive against eth- 
nic Albanian separatists 
was launched in February. 

Albanian Fighters have 
suffered a series of blows 
after Serb forces stepped up 
their offensive last month to 
secure major roads connect- 
ing Pristina with the west 
and south of the province. 


India’s top court raps government 
over transfer of graft official 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — In 
another setback for India's 
beleaguered government, the 
Supreme Court Tuesday' sharply 
criticised the transfer of a top 
and-corruption official, and 
warned it might ovenulc the 
move. 

M.K. Bezharuah. who heads 
the finance ministry’s ami-cor- 
ruption department, was trans- 
ferred last week to the post of 
New D?Ihi transport commis- 
sioner. 

The move provoked a storm 
of protest with critics accusing 
the coalition government of 
seeking to placate a key region- 
al ally, whose leader has been 
fighting corruption charges 
directed by Bezharuah. 

’The transfer at this stage is a 
very, very distressing factor. Wc 
arc extremely bothered by this." 
the three-member panel of 
Supreme Court judges said. 

"In the event that the transfer 
of Bezharuah lakes effect ... it 
sltall be subject to further orders 
of this court.” they warned. 

.Although his transfer was 
announced last week. 
Bezharuah will only take up his 
new post Wednesday, due to a 
lime delay in shuffling other 
civil servants around 

Tne Supreme Court's com- 
ments arc bound in emhanass 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP. 
Indian People's Party), the dom- 


inant member in the multi-party 
coalition, which has already 
come in for considerable criti- 
cism in the press over the 
reshuffle. 

However. BJP Vice President 
Jana Krishnamuny insisted the 
party's decision would eventual- 
ly be vindicated 
"When we place our view 
before the court and all the facts 
arc known. I am confident the 
court will understand our posi- 
tion.” Krishnamuny said 
The Supreme Court statement 
came after Bezbaruah’s move 
was brought to the judges* atten- 
tion during a public interest 
hearing involving a long-run- 
ning banking scandal. 

The counsel for the petitioners 
argued that such transfers would 
“totally demoralise honest offi- 
cers who arc handling sensitive 
coses.” 

Counsel pointed our that 
Bezharuah was handling foreign 
exchange violations against 
“very important persons. 2 and 
was a member of a government 
panel charged with gathering 
intelligence "on the nexus 
between politicians, executive 
and the mafia" 

During the hearing, the judges 
harangued the government's 
counsel ov er the transfer affair. 

“You must know wtui exactly 
has happened, why is he trans- 
ferred at this stace? Whv it is 


that he was transferred without a 
successor?" they asked 

The government said it would 
replv to the questions by Aug. 
26.’ 

Before being transferred 
Bezharuah had been handling 
corruption charges against mav- 
erick politician Javalalitha 
Jayaram. who heads the 
A1ADMK party in the southern 
state of Tamil Nadu. 

Jayaram has been threatening 
to withdraw the crucial support 
of her MPs from the coalition 
over a water-sharing dispute, 
and many people saw 
Bezharuah s transfer as a sop by 
the government to keep her in 
line. 

Jayaram has denied any role 
and accused a media baron of 
bribing people close to the gov- 
ernment to shunt out the bureau- 
crats. 

Responding to challenges by 
Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee to prove her allega- 
tions. Jayaram called Tuesday 
for an official Central Bureau of 
Investigation iCBli inquiry into 
the affair. 

“In view of the fact that there 
is a nationwide demand from 
practically all the opposition 
parties that there should be a 
CBI probe ... I request the prune 
minister to order an investiga- 
tion so that the entire truth is laid 
open.” she said 



Bosnian Croats (left-right, seated) Drago Josipovic, Vladko Kupreskic, Mirjan 
Kupreskic and Zoran Kupreskic. flanked by U.N. guards on the second day of their 
trial at the Yugoslav war crimes tribunal in The Hague. These four together with 
Bosnian Croats Vladimir Santic and Dragan Papic are accused of taking part in a 
notorious 1993 massacre in the central Bosnian town of Ahmici of more than 100 eth- 
nic Muslims (Reuters photo) 


British soldier tells 


court of 


ici killings 


THE HAGUE (R)—A For- 
mer British U.N. peace- 
keeper told the Yugoslavia 
war crimes tribunal 
Tuesday how' Bosnian 
Croat troops slaughtered 
defenceless Muslims in 
Ahmici village, central 
Bosnia, then set fire to their 
homes. 

Colonel Bryan Watters, 
commanding officer of the 
1st Battalion of the 
Cheshire Regiment, was 
giving evidence on the sec- 
ond day of the war crimes 
trial of six Bosnian Croats. 
The suspects have denied 
participating in the Ahmici 
massacre of April 16. 1993. 

Around 1 20 civilians died 
and not a single Muslim 
home was spared in the 
assault, allegedly by troops 
of the Croatian Defence 
Council (HVO). Some vic- 
tims were burned in their 
homes, others were picked 
off by snipers as they fled. 

“This was a ruthlessly 
efficient military opera- 
tion." said Watters, who 
entered Ahmici with a small 
contingent of British United 
Nations troops six days 
after the killings. 

Prosecutors say the attack 
was pan of a coordinated 
campaign to drive Moslems 
out of the Lasva Valley 
region. 

Muslim neighbourhoods 
in* the nearby town of Vltez 
and several’ other villages 
were targeted on the same 
day. but the most vicious 
assault was reserved for 


mainly Muslim Ahmici. 

“Ahmici was used as an 
example of what would 
happen if the Muslims did 
not leave, an example of 
terror.” Watter said. 

Asked by prosecutor 
Albert Moskowitz if he 
believed the Bosnian Croat 
military wanted to 
“cleanse" the area of 
Muslims, Watters replied: 
“1 was in absolutely no 
doubt.” 

He guided the court 
through photographs and 
video dips of Ahmici. the 
burned-out shells of homes 
in stark contrast to the lush 
hilts. A toppled minaret 
rested on the rubble of a 
mosque. 

“It was shocking, an act of 
sacrilege against a religious 
building.” Watters said. 

A cluster of Croat homes, 
including those of some of 
the accused. were 
unscathed. 

Elsewhere the destruction 
of the mainly Muslim vil- 
lage was absolute. Corpses 
of sheep and cattle littered 
the fields, crops and silage 
containers were destroyed, 
Watters said. 

On the steps of one house, 
he pointed to the twisted 
and charred remains of an 
adult and a child. In the 
burned ruins of the cellar. 
Walters sa id there were 
more bodies. 

“(The HVO) made sure 
there was nothing (for the 
Moslems) to come back to." 
he told the court. 


Watters is the first prose- 
cution witness in the trial of 
Zoran Kupreskic. Mirjan 
Kupreskic. Vlatko 

Kupreskic. Vladimir Santic, 
Drago Josipovic and 
Dragun Papic. 

The six charged — 
including two brothers and 
their cousin — were 
allegedly HVO troops. 
They have pleaded not 
guilty to 19 counts of 
crimes against humanity 
and violations of the cus- 
toms of war. If found guilty, 
they face up to life impris- 
onment. 

The Ahmici indictment is 
not the first to deal with 
alleged atrocities commit- 
ted in the Lasva Valley. 

Bosnian Croat political 
leader Dario Kordic and 
Bosnian Croat general 
Tihomir Blaskic have both 
pleaded not guilty to 
charges they bore leader- 
ship responsibility for 
attacks on Muslims in the 
region. 

The International 

Criminal Tribunal for for- 
mer Yugoslavia began work 
in 1993 to punish those 
responsible for a wave of 
ethnic cleansing which 
swept Bosnia between its 
three once-entwined com- 
munities — Muslims. 
Orthodox Serbs and Roman 
Catholics — following the 
breakup of Yugoslavia. 

It has 26 men in its deten- 
tion unit in Scheveningen. 
Other 30 publicly accused 
arc still at large. 


Former Tiananmen student leaders 
appeal for colleague’s release 


BEIJING i APi — Two 
leaders of the Tiananmen 
Square democracy move- 
ment have asked Chinese 
authorities to release a col- 
league arrested last month 
for forming an opposition 
party, a rights group report- 
ed Tuesday. 

In an open letter to prose- 
cutors. Mu Shuofang and 
Yang Tao contended Wang 
Youcui openly and legally 
tried to register the China 
Democracy Party, the Hong 
Kong- based Information 

Centre of Human Rights 
and Democratic Movement 
in China reported. 

“This was not a conspira- 
cy to incite, much less a 
subversion of government 
power.” the Information 
Centre quoted the letter as 
saying. 

Wang was formally 
c ha reed two weeks aco 


with subversion, a crime 
China has used in the past 
three years to prosecute 
high-profile dissidents. 

Wang and two other 
democracy campaigners 
announced the parly's for- 
mation on June 25. the day 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
began a nine-day China 
lour. In mid-July, a week 
after Clinton's departure. 
Chinese police detained 
Wang and 1 1 others in con- 
nection with the party. 
Only Wang remains in cus- 
tody. 

In their letter. Ma 
Shuofang and Yang Tao 
pointed out that Wang's 
arrest is inconsistent with 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin's pledge, repealed 
to Clinton, that China will 
sign a major U.N. human 
rights document this full. 

They also noted that 


China needs more public 
supervision of authorities if 
the government hopes to 
continue the successes of 
its 20-ye:ir-old economic 
reform drive. Wang's 
China Democracy Party 
was an attempt to push for- 
ward that supervision, they 
said. 

Wang. Ma and Yang were 
all student organisers of the 
massive democracy 

demonstrations that 

clogged Beijing's 

Tiananmen Square for 
seven weeks in 1989. After 
the military quelled the 
protests, all three were put 
on a list of 21 most -wanted 
organisers, captured and 
jailed for up to 34 months. 

Ma and Yang urged 
Chinese leaders not to try 
to settle scores left over 
from the 1989 movement 
by prosecuting Wang. 


Congo rebels discover 150 massacred Tutsis 


KAMPALA (AFP) — 
Tutsi rebels fighting 
the Kinshasa regime 
discovered the bodies 
of 150 massacred Tutsis 
after capturing the 
eastern border town of 
Bunia at the weekend, 
the New Vision news- 
paper reported 

Tuesday. 

The state-owned 
paper, quoting area 
residents, said that 
government troops of 
the 53rd army battal- 


ion had carried out the 
massacre in the far east 
of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo 
(DRCI. 

The rebels discovered 
the bodies at the main 
barracks near Bunia 
airport, the paper said, 
adding that many were 
still missing. 

The paper said the 
rebels had just cap- 
tured the towns of 
Bunia, Mahagi. Aru 
and Ariwara from 


forces of DRC 

President Laurent 
Kabila when they dis- 
covered the bodies. 

The massacre victims 
had been residents of 
those towns and 
Gombe Rumu, 

Kurauro Jengu and 
Omgbokoro. as well as 
areas surrounding 
Bunia. the paper said. 

Relief agency sources 
said many Rwandan 
and Ugandan civilians 
were missing amid 


fears Tor their safety. 
Kabila has accused 
both Rwanda and 
Uganda of backing the 
two-week-old rebellion. 

The paper also quot- 
ed DRC rebel sources 
as saying that they 
were moving to prevent 
any help from the 
Sudanese government 
from reaching the 
country through the 
Central African 

Republic. 

Fierce fighting 


between rebels and 
government forces was 
reported at Mungu- 
Walu. about 40 kilome- 
tres southeast oF Watsa 
town, after the DRC 
government launched a 
counter-offensive there 
to stop the rebels from 
advancing towards 
Isiro and Kisangani, 
the DRC’s third city. 

The fighting has trig- 
gered an influx of civil- 
ians into the northwest - 
Vpindan district of 


Arusa. but the U.N. 
High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) 
spokeswoman here. 
Tomuko Niino, said the 
agency did not know 
how many had actually- 
entered Uganda. 

Niino said that 
reports also indicated a 
flow of refugees 
towards southwestern 
Uganda's Kisoro dis- 
trict. “but we have not 
received any major 
report yet” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


4 mathematicians 
win Fields prizes in Germany 


dcdi in (AFP) Two Britons, a Russian and an 

American won prestigious Fields prizes, the mathemat- 
£7 equivalent of the Nobel Prize, at a congress m 
Berlin TuX The 17.500-mark (S9 -TOC II n 
went io Britons Richard Ewen Borchers for his work® 
lornerry and algebra and William Toothy Gowers for 
his function analysis. Russian Maxim Konzewuseh fori 
work in theoretical physics and to American CurnsJ.s 
McMullen for geometry. The international congress 
that opened here Tuesday joins 3.500 maffiernattcians 
from 96 countries to discuss new developments ui their 
field It is considered the largest gathering of mathe- 
maticians worldwide. U.S. mathematician Peter Shor 
won the Nevanlinna prize for his work m 
Quamencomputing. which helps in processing large 
amounts of data. 


Tougher professional code 
for Italian journalists 


ROME (AFP) — A new code of ethics for journalists 
aimed at guaranteeing more respect for people’s private^ 
lives came into effect in Italy Tuesday. The tougherT 
code, which includes articles drawn up by journalists 
and editors as well as the data protection agency, win 
ban identifying minors in various cases or the publica- 
tion of information enabling their identification. The 
code also forbids intrusion into the private lives of pub- 
lic ft cures to obtain information which has no bearing 
on the their public roles. _ 


Brazil election poll shows 
wide lead for Cardoso 


SAO PAULO (R) — President Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso would win reelection outright without being 
forced into a second-round runoff if the election, set for 
Oct. 4. were held today, an opinion poll published on 
Tuesday said. The poll, conducted by research unit 
Datafolha for newspaper Folha de Sao Paulo, showed 
42 per cent support for the incumbent president, up 
from 40 per cent in July. Although Cardoso’s showing 
in the poll was under 50 per cent, under Brazilian vot- 
ing rules any candidate who wins more valid votes than 
his or her rivals combined automatically wins the elec- 
tion. Otherwise, the First and second-place candidates 
go into a head-to-head second round. Cardoso's closest 
rival in the race was leftist Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, 
who held 26 percent of the vote, down from 28 percent 
in July. Former Finance Minister Ciro Gomes, running 
on a centre-left platform, had 7 per cent, while nation- 
alist Eneas Carneiro had four percent. The remaining 
candidates combined accounted for slightly more than 
1 per cent. Datafolha estimated a margin of error of two 
percentage points. Blank and undecided votes account- 
ed for the remaining 18 per cent of the 10.289 Brazilian 
voters surveyed across the country between Aug. 12 
and 14. Datafolha said. 


Pizza delivery man picks A Name 


GAINESVILLE. Florida IAP) — David Hunsinger, a 
22-year-old pizza delivery man and singer, decided one 
day that he wanted to pick his own identity. Now he’s 
Just A. Name. The middle initial came courtesy of 
Circuit Court judge Maurice Giunta. who said Name's 
original choice of Anonymity for a middle name 
wouldn't really work. “It didn't make sense to use 
that." Giunta said. “He really wanted Just A. Name and 
Anonymity just didn't flow." So after short contempla- 
tion. Nome abbreviated Anonymity. But Name may 
wish to remain anonymous once his parents find out. 
He still hasn't told Them — he thinks it might upset 
them. 


Russian, U.S. women 
repeat flight pioneers’ route 


MOSCOW (R) — Female pilots from Russia and the 
United States have repeated a legendary 1 1938 long-range 
flight by three pioneering Soviet women, the head of 
Russia'* Women's Pilots Association said Tuesday. 
Gafina Korchuganova said four women, two Americans 
and two Russians, covered about 8.000 km to reach the 
remote Osipenko settlement in Russia's Far East on Aug. 
8. The pilots had taken off in an ancient Russian An-2 
aircraft and a U.S. built four-seater on July 27 from 
Moscow s small Tush) no airport. "They said it was an 
extremely interesting flight." Korehuganova said. In 
193S Soviet pilots Valentina Grizodubova. Polina 
Osipenko and Maria Raskova made a non-stop flight 
between Moscow and Komsomolsk-on-Amur in an An- 
37 aircraft. They were awarded Soviet medals for setting 
the world non-stop flight record. Although the 1998 crew 
made u tew slops, flying only in the daytime, the route 
was still a challenge because of a luck of air traffic con- 
trol stations and other aviation facilities. Korchuganova 
said the U.S. pilots. »Nikki Mitchell and Rhonda Miles, 
have continued their journey on to Alaska. Canada and 
the United States. The Americans left Nashville. 
Tennessee, on July 4 and plan to return home later this 
week having completed a round-the-world trip, she said. 
They were joined on the Russian lea by load flyers 
Natalia Vinokurova and Khalide Makagonova. 


Federal charges dropped 
against militant Freeman 


. ILLINGS. Montana ( AP) — A judge dismissed federal 
ettarges against the owner of die ranch where the militant 
anti -government Montana Freemen staged an SI -day 
standoff with the FBI. Three state chafes were filed 
later against the group member. Ralph Clark. Monday, 
stemming from his involvement in a Freemen check- 1 
lhreaLs a £ ainsT officials and the 19% i 
L . !’ A f°cD!' vn dozen Iwavily armed Freemen kept | 
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Thomas W. Simons (left), U~S. ambassador in Pakistan, stands with other countrymen outside the departure lounge 
at Islamabad airport The United States temporarily shut its information centres in Pakistan and plans to pull out 
its non-essential embassy staff in a security move linked to deadly embassy bombing in East Africa (Reuters photo.) 


China halts 

forced 

sterilisation 

of people 

with 

genetic 

conditions 

BEIJING (AFP) — China's 
government has clarified a J aw 
to stop it from sanctioning 
doctors to: sterilise people with 
serious genetic • conditions 
against Aar v*ili a leading 
Chinese medical eAicist said 
Tuesday • 

The Health Ministry and the 
Legislative Affairs 

Commission of the National 
People’s Congress (NFC), par- 
liament, have issued an 
"explanation" stating sterilisa- 
tion should only be allowed 
with the subject’s consent, said 
Qiu Reozong, director of 
bioethics at the Chinese 
Institute of Philosophy. 

Officials fiom the two gov- 
ernment bodies made the 
announcement to scientists 
attending an international 
genetics conference on August 
3, he told AFP. 

Qiu, who has been fighting 
for a revision of the Maternal 
Infant Care Law since it took 
effect in June 1995, said the 
explanation had the force of 
law until the NPC formally 
revises the original statute, a 
process that could take years. 

Already sent out to all the 
country's cities and provinces, 
the explanation also makes 
clear that people who have 
jested positive for the human 
immunodeficiency virus 
(HTV) believed to cause AIDS 
do not require permission to 
many, he said. 


Two said killed by Indian 
firing in Azad Kashmir - 


MUZAPFARABAD, 
Pakistan (R) — Indian 
troops fired machineguns 
across a military control 
line in Kashmir Tuesday, 
killing two men in the 
Pakistan-ruled part of the 
disputed Himalayan region, 
local officials said. 

They said the firing tar- 
geted Athmuqam in 
Pakistan-controlled Azad 
ifree) Kashmir's Neelum 
valley, which has been the 
scene of heavy shelling 
duels between Indian and 
Pakistani forces this month. 

Azad Kashmir Senior 
Minister Ishaq Zafar said 
Tuesday 123 people had 
been killed and 355 injured 
by Indian firing on Azad 


Kashmir since June 1. 

He told a news conference 
at Muzaffarabad, the state 
capital, that 89,000 people 
had been displaced by what 
he called the most serious 
Indian shelling in recent 
years. 74,000 of them from 
the Neelum valley, north- 
east of the town, and the 
rest from Jhelum valley in 
the southeast. 

Shooting between the 
rival troops frequently 
erupts across the 720 km 
ceasefire line that divides 
Kashmir, over which the 
countries have fought two 
of their ‘three wars since 
their independence from 
Britain in 1947. 

Both sides have reported 


an increase in border viola- 
tions in the area amid 
heightened tension between 
them caused by their 
nuclear tests in May. 

New Delhi, which rules 
two-thirds of Kashmir, 
accuses Islamabad of train- 
ing and arming Kashmiri 
guerrillas seeking indepen- 
dence or union with 
Pakistan. Pakistan, which 
controls the remainder of 
the region, denies the 
charge and says it provides 
only political and diplomat- 
ic support .to ibe separatists. 

Police and hospitals say 
more than 25,000 people 
have been killed in the 
eight-year-old rebellion in 
Indian Kashmir. 


100 feared killed 
in Indian landslide 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — At 
least 100 people, mostly 
Hindu devotees, were 
believed to have died * 

Tuesday when a landslide 

wiped our a village in the 

northern state . of Uttar 
Pradesh, local police saidL 

Police said the landslide 
occurred in the state's 

Pithoragarh district border- 
ing Nepal, at 3:00 a.m. (2130 
GMT Monday). 

“For the moment, we think 
that as many as 100 people 
may have died, most of them 
people who were on a pil- 
grimage in the area," police 
official Udyan Paimar told 
AFP by telephone from the 
nearby city of Bareilly. 

The entire village of Malpa 
was destroyed in the land- 
slide. Parmar said, adding 


that eight Indian soldiers 
camping in the village were 
also missing. 

Among those believed 
dead were 60 Hindu pilgrims 
who were staying in a local 
state-run guesthouse Aar was 
swept away in the landslide. 

“We have reports that there 
were nine survivors (from the 
guesthouse) and three are 
critically injured." Parmar 
said. 

An army spokesman said 
three rescue teams compris- 
ing around 100 soldiers and 
officers were in the vicinity 
of the disaster zone. 

“But because of bad weath- 
er, the rescue operations have 
been hampered and none of 
the victims have been 
traced," he said. 

The military also temporar- 


ily froze plans to deploy res- 
cue helicopters at the site, 
saying troops with heavy res- 
cue equipment would move 
as soon as fog lifted. 

Parmar said hopes of find- 
ing survivors were remote as 
the village was cut off. 

"The nearest base camp to 
reach the village is 20 kilo- 
metres away. We are not able 
to access the village as land- 
slides are still continuing,” he 
said. 

A backup rescue team 
formed by neighbouring vil- 
lagers hoped to reach the site 
by early Wednesday. 

At least 69 people were 
killed in Uttar Pradesh last 
week in a series of landslides 
sparked by two days of 
pounding rains. 


Juiien Green , American writer in Paris, dies 


PARIS (AFP) — The French- 
American author Juiien 

Green, who was bom with the 
century and whose death was 
announced late Monday, 

wrote innumerable novels, 
plays and essays but is best 
known around the would for 
his personal diary, the longest 
ever to be published continu- 
ally. 

He began the. "Journal" in 
1919, .during his first visit to 
the United States, and was still 
writing in its pages in the days 
before his death last Thursday. 

No fewer than 17 volumes 
of the “Journal” were pub- 
lished in French, the latest 
appearing in English last year. 
Recommencing the 
“Journal” after a three-year 
break in 1928, he wrote: "It 
wifl help me to see more clear- 
ly into myself. I intend to put 
my entire life into these pages 
with absolute frankness and 
precision. What will come of 
ibis book?” 

Bom‘ in Paris to American 
Parents of Scottish-Irish 
Pre&stam background. Julian 
Edridge Green (he later 
GaUrdsed his first name) was 


the last of eight children and 
was given a bilingual Frencb- 
English education. 

In the turmoil caused by the 
death of his mother when he 
was 14 he convened first to 
Catholicism, then to 
Buddhism, and three years 
later volunteered as an ambu- 
lance-man in World War I. 

He resumed his education in 
Paris and* from 1919, at the 
University of Virginia, return- 
ing to France in 1922. 

His first publication, in 
1924. was a vigorous 
“Pamphlet against the 
Catholics of France. He then 
published his first novel, 
“Mont-Cinere ' ( 1926). to crit- 
ical acclaim both in France 
and in the linked States. 

For the next decade novels 
flowed pcolifically from his 
pen. and he developed a dis- 
tinctive style in which the 
southern Gothic background 
of his parents was perceptible. 

The settings were usually 
provincial Bench towns, the 
characters neurotic obsessive, 
the themes religious, moral 
and sexual, the expression of a 
soul tom between the quest for 


God and the carnal love of 
men. 

In 1939 Green converted to 
Catholicism for a second, final 
time. 

Long bracketed with 
Catholic writers of the school 
of Francois Mauriac and 
Georges Bemanos, he contin- 
ued to protest that he was “a 
Catholic and a writer, but not a 
Catholic writer.” 

Green spent World War IT 
living in the United States, 
where he was mobilised into 
the army as a sergeant in the 
Office of War Information, 
and returned definitively to 
France in 1945. 

Acknowledged early as a 
writer of classic French litera- 
ture. Green lived modestly 
and discreetly, rising early and 
writing throughout the day. 
turning out works that stood 
outside time, aside from the 
fashions of Ac day. 

From 1950 onwards the 
American south featured ever 
more prominently in his work- 
in which autobiography had 
always been a major compo- 
nent This loyalty to his ori- 
gins culminated in the south- 


ern trilogy, begun in 1986, 
which tie dedicated to his 
mother, “a daughter of the 
south”, and to the soldiers 
who fell in the American Civil 
War. 

“Les Pays Lo imams” 

appeared in 1987, ~Etoiles du 
Sud” in 1989, and “Dixie" in 
1995. 

In 1971 Green became the 
only writer of American 
parentage to be elected to the 
Academic Francaise, replac- 
ing Mauriac. 

Unprecedently, he resigned 
his seal in 1996, saying that he 

felt “exclusively” American 
and that honours held no inter- 
est for him. 

Green’s works, translated 
into scores of languages, 
included a biography of Saint 
Francis of Assisi He wrote 
almost exclusively in French. 
His only major work written 
in English was “Memories of 
Happy Days” (1942). He also 
published collections of pho- 
tography, a skill he had devel- 
oped in his youth. 

Asked on one occasion how 
he would like to die. he 
replied: “In a state of grace." 


Americans exit Pakistan 
amid security fears 


ISLAMABAD (R) — More 
than 200 expatriate 
Americans, led by diplo- 
mats and their families, 
Tuesday left Pakistan 
because of security fears 
linked to deadly embassy 
bombings in East Africa, 
officials said. 

Around 1 80 Americans, 
some taking family pets 
with them, left in a char- 
tered DC- 10 aircraft from a 
Pakistan Air Force base 
near the capital, Islamabad, 
after orders from 
Washington that non-essen- 
tial embassy staff leave the 
country. 

The plane picked up 35 
more passengers at 
Karachi, as diplomats and 
their families from 
Pakistan's most violent city 
and from Lahore joined the 
flight. 

“It is a sad day for us... for 
those who are leaving. 
There will be disruption of 
family life,” U.S. 
Ambassador Thomas W. 
Simons told reporters at the 
airport. 

But Simons, who is stay- 
ing behind with a core 
group of envoys and 
embassy staff, said a U.S. 
presence would continue. 

“We are still here. The 
Americans are going to 
continue to stay here. All 


four of our posts in Pakistan 
are going to continue to 
operate at a reduced level... 
It is a draw-down rather 
than a pull-out," he added. 

The flight was expected 
to arrive in Washington in 
the early hours of 
Wednesday morning after a 
refuelling stop in Brussels. 

An embassy spokesman 
said the U.S. diplomatic 
presence in Pakistan had 
been cut by around 50 per 
cent 

Staffing at the Karachi 
consulate — difficult to 
protect because it fronts one 
of the city's busiest streets 
— is being cut from around 
20 to under 12. 

He stressed the move was 
not specific to Pakistan, but 
was part of a worldwide 
precautionary withdrawal 
from centres where staff 
were vulnerable in the wake 
of the East African bomb- 
ings. 

The United States had 
cited a ‘“very serious threat" 
to U.S. facilities and citi- 
zens for its move, which 
followed Pakistan's state- 
ment on Sunday that it bad 
arrested a suspect in the 
bombings and sent him to 
Nairobi. 

Pakistan identified the 
suspect as Mohammad 
Sadik Howaida, 32, and 


described him as an “Arab 
national” without specify- 
ing his country of origin. 

Simultaneous truck-bomb 
attacks on U.S. embassies 
in Nairobi. Kenya and Dar 
es Salaam. Tanzani a on 
Aug. 7 killed at least 257 
people and wounded over 
5.000. 

Urdu-Ianguage newspa- 
per Jang, quoting official 
sources, said Tuesday that 
P akis tani authorities had 
arrested two more bombing 
suspects. 

It said in a report tucked 
away on its back page that 
Abdullah, a Saudi national, 
and Abu Jafer, a Sudanese, 
were arrested last Saturday 
at Torfchara on the Pakistan- 
Afghan border. 

American and Kenyan 
investigators in Nairobi 
said Monday Howaida had 
denied responsibility for 
the bombings. 

But in Pakistan, Howaida 
was reported to have identi- 
fied Osama Bin Laden, a 
wealthy anti-U.S. Saudi 
Arabian dissident living in 
exile in Afghanistan, as the 
man behind the attacks. 

The Islamic Taleban 
movement, which controls 
most of that war-ravaged 
country, denies Osama is 
linked to the bombings. 

Osama, a multi-million- 


aire stripped of his Saudi 
citizenship, has been named 
by the United States as a 
prime suspect in two bomb- 
ings in Saudi Arabia that 
killed 24 U.S. servicemen 
and two Indians and 
wounded more than 400 
people in 1995 and 1996. 

Emirates News, an offi- 
cial daily in the Chitted 
Arab Emirates, said 
Tuesday that Washington 
had requested permission to 
establish a base inside 
Pakistan from which to 
hunt down Osama. 

■Islamabad has not con- 
firmed that such a request 
was made and U.S. officials 
there refused to comment. 

Pakistani police said they 
had tightened security for 
U.S. missions, which are to 
provide only minimal con- 
sular services. 

There are more than 6,000 
U.S. citizens in Pakistan, 
most of whom are said to be 
of Pakistani origin, accord- 
ing to officials. 

Gunmen killed four 
American oil company 
executives in November 
last year, and two consulate 
employees in 1995. The 
killers were never caught. 

Washington in November 
issued a warning to private 
citizens against travelling 
in Pakistan. 


NLD meets military as Suu Kyi stands firm 


YANGON (R) — Senior 
members of Myanmar's 
military government and 
the pro-democracy opposi- 
tion met for the first time in 
more than a year Tuesday 
while opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi kept up 
a week-long roadside 
protesL 

The head of Myanmar’s 
military intelligence -arm. 
Secretary One Khin Nyunt, 
met Aung Shwe. the chair- 
man of the opposition 
National League for 
Democracy (NLD), for 45 
minutes in the afternoon, 
government officials said. 

“We hope that this is the 
first in a series of confi- 
dence-building talks 

between the government 
and the NLD,” a govern- 
ment statement quoted Khin 
Nyunt as saying. 

“We have had a fruitful 
meeting and we have also 
appreciated the NLD’s 
acceptance of our offer of a 
meeting.” 

The statement did not say 
what was discussed at the 
meeting, which comes 
ahead of a Friday deadline 
set by the NLD for the con- 


vening of a parliament of 
members elected at a gener- 
al election in 1990. 

The NLD won the poll by 
a landslide but the govern- 
ment ignored the result. 

During the meeting, Suu 
Kyi, the 1991 Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate, remained 
stuck in a minivan on a 
country bridge 32 km 
southwest of Yangon for a 
seventh day, having been 
prevented from driving to 
see supporters in western 
Myanmar. 

She has refused govern- 
ment demands for her to 
return to Yangon and diplo- 
mats say the protest has 
highlighted both her lack of 
freedom of movement and 
the NLD's deadline. 

The government offered 
talks with the NLD on Aug. 
7 but the party turned them 
down as they would have 
excluded Suu KyL 

The NLD, described by 
Myanmar’s government- 
run newspapers Monday as 
the “Number One Enemy", 
confirmed that the meeting 
with the government had 
taken place but gave no 
details. 


Diplomats said it was not 
clear why the opposition 
had changed its position. 

The NLD said authorities 
permitted Suu Kyi's doctor 
to see her Tuesday to check 
on her health. It said she 
required a daily check up 
and arrangements were 
being made for this. 

After a similar six-day 
stand off last month, which 
was forcibly ended by the 
military, Aung San Suu Kyi 
suffered from dehydration 
and had to rest for several 
days. 

A commentary published 
in three government-run 
newspapers Tuesday 
accused foreign govern- 
ments and news organisa- 
tions of colluding in Suu 
Kyi’s protest. 

It accused the Voice of 
America. the British 
Broadcasting Corp and 
Radio Free Asia, of interfer- 
ing in Myanmar’s internal 
affairs by “profusely advo- 
cating the demand of the 
lady”. 

“Some so-called diplo- 
mats and foreign correspon- 
dents, making arrangements 
beforehand with so-called 


NLD leaders, spread invent- 
ed and exaggerated news, a 
pack of lies...," it said. 

“Some Western govern- 
ments. with their eyes shut, 
shouted at the top of their 
voice, protested and med- 
dled." it said. 

The government has so 
far ignored the NLD’s call 
for a parliament and has 
ridiculed Suu Kyi’s protest 
by sending gifts, including a 
beach umbrella. 

Diplomats say it appears 
to be trying to minimise 
Suu Kyi’s impact by mak- 
ing her protest look like a 
camping holiday. 

The government has 
accused the NLD of staging 
the protest to provoke 
unrest among university 
students, who led a nation- 
wide pro-democracy move- 
ment crushed by the mili- 
tary 10 years ago. 

Tuesday. more than 
96,000 students, whose uni- 
versities and colleges have 
been closed since protests 
in late 1996, sat final exam- 
inations. Diplomats and 
university officials said 
there were no signs of trou- 
ble. 


Philippines scientists develop 
new higher-yielding rice 


LOS BANOS, Philippines 
( AP) — In an effort to keep 
up with population growth, 
scientists in the Philippines 
are developing a new strain 
of rice they believe will 
produce dramatically bigger 
and quicker harvests. 

The new variety can out- 
perform the most prolific 
current strains by up to 25 
per cent, said Gurdev 
Khush, chief rice breeder at 
the International Rice 
Research Institute. 

Rice is a staple for much 
of the world’s population 
and provides about 60 per 
cent of Asians' diet Unless 
output improves, popula- 
tion growth will outstrip 
supplies and cause a sharp 
increase in poverty, malnu- 
trition and social unrest in 
the next 25 years, institute 
scientists say. 

The problem will be 
worsened by the decreasing 
amount of land and water 
available for agriculture 
because of real estate devel- 
opment, said Robert 
Havener, director of the 
institute, an independent 
nonprofit centre financed 
by government and private 
donors. 

“Recent events in 
Indonesia, perhaps, are an 
example of where economic 
chaos and* food scarcity 
brought political instability. 


and can bring down govern- 
ments and cause civil 
strife,” he said. 

Boribooc Somrith, senior 
rice expert at the 
Department of Agriculture 
in Thailand, said scientists 
in his country have not yet 
duplicated die Philippine 
centre's results but are 
hopeful about its prospects. 

“The plant type is a wel- 
come development, but it 
needs to improve some 
more in grain quality and 
aroma to be acceptable to 
Thailanders,” he said. 

In the past, some experts 
have criticised the rice vari- 
eties developed by the insti- 
tute because they needed 
more fertiliser and pesti- 
cides, which hurt the envi- 
ronment and are sometimes 
too expensive for poor 
peasants. 

The institute’s leaders say 
they learned the importance 
of a genuine partnership 
with farmers, who should 
be consulted to determine 
their needs instead of being 
dictated to by crop 
researchers. < 

They say the institute is 
studying new rice-growing 
methods that are safer and 
cheaper for farmers. It also 
is examining ways to 
reduce insecticide and fer- 
tiliser use — for example, 
by using rice-friendly 


insects, crop diversity and 
plants that can help reduce 
rice’s fertiliser intake. 

Development of the new 
rice strain began in 1988 
with the study of about 
2,000 varieties of rice out of 
the more than 90.000 kept 
in the Philippine-based 
institute's seed bank, Khush 
said. 

Researchers made about 
2,500 crosses to produce 
more than 50,000 breeding 
lines from which to develop 
the new rice. 

The new strain produces 
more grains and is ready for 
harvest in 100 days. 30 days 
sooner than present high- 
yielding varieties and 40-80 
days earlier than traditional 
rice. 

The plant also has wider 
leaves and sturdier roots, 
making it more resilient in 
tropical weather and more 
resistant to disease. All of 
its stems are productive, 
with more clusters of rice 
than normal plants. 

“It is estimated that by 
2020 we will have to pro- 
duce 50 per cent more rice 
than what we are producing 
now,” Khush said. 

That's why this new 
plant type is important.” 

The new strain also has 
been bred to have immunity 
to blight and other diseases 
and be resistant to a host of 


insect pests. 

Farmers will be able to 
start planting the new strain 
on their fields in two years, 
the institute says. 

In the 1960s, the institute, 
in Los Banos, about 80 km 
south of Manila, pioneered 
the development of new 
rice plants capable of high- 
er yields. The new strains 
helped overcome food 
shortages caused by Asia’s 
burgeoning population and 
shrinking farmland. 

The achievement was 
labelled the “Green 
Revolution” because advo- 
cates said it helped alleviate 
poverty and reduce hunger, 
thereby removing the seeds 
of violent social change. 

But through the years, ris- 
ing population caught up 
with production, which has 
remained generally at 1980 
levels. 

The institute is also work- 
ing on other new rice vari- 
eties that can survive 
adverse conditions like 
drought, flooding and high 
salinity and are less depen- 
dent on fertilisers, insecti- 
cides and herbicides. 

Work has also started on a 
possible perennial rice plant 
that would eliminate the 
need for arduous annual 
planting. 
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One high hope left 


NOW THAT the Senate has approved the 
controversial press and publications law 
thus ending further legislative opportuni- 
ties to amend it where necessary, the only 
remaining hope is that in accordance with 
the Constitution, the law would not receive 
Royal endorsement. Given the extent of 
internal and external opposition to the 
law, the sound thing to do under the cir- 
cumstances is to delay its full endorsement 
until the country exhausts all efforts to 
make it more harmonious with the 
Constitution and the relevant internation- 
al conventional laws on press freedoms. 

Since the government feels and continues 
to maintain that the law is consistent with 
the organic law of the land, the only step 
missing is to test the law under the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR). This could be 
easily done by calling on the treaty body 
that monitors the covenant to pronounce 
itself on the press law and to advise all 
those concerned where it may contradict 
international norms. Seeking an advisory 
opinion from the Committee of Human 
Rights, which monitors the application of 
the covenant, would be the right thing to 
do given the extent of the uproar the law 
has generated on both sides — those for 
and those against 

The men and women in the Senate and 
the Lower House, former officials, jour- 
nalists and activists who opposed the law 
and have spoken out against it are all loyal 
to the country and its leadership. 
Likewise, all the international organisa- 
tions that criticised the legislation can only 
be described as being concerned that 
Jordan’s democratic experiment might be 
stunted by the draft’s passage. 

Jordan is a country that prides itself as 
being in the forefront of other states that 
promote pluralistic democracy. The image 
of the Kingdom stands to gain a great deal 
from proceeding carefully with the quest 
for a press and publications law that meets 
national needs as well as international 
standards. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i’s Fahcd Fund, commented on the effect^ a bilater- 
al free trade agreement with the U.S. would have on Jordan. 
The writer said, a couple of years back there was a great 
reluctance on the Jordanian side to enter into any sueh 
agreement, whereas today it is the Americans who are hesi- 
tating. suggesting a five-ye;ir interim period — the same as 
dies had with Mexico. Jordan is keen on entering such an 
agreement on the mutual exemption from taxes levied on 
products, the writer said. Fanek said such an agreement 
would lead to further investment of American companies in 
Jordan, as they seek to avoid U.S. taxes. Jn the pasL Fanck 
said, he did not believe Jordan is capable of handling the 
strong competition, resulting from a free trade agreement. 
He >aid he would have predicted that the entire Jordanian 
market would be swallowed up by an overpowering U.S. 
economy. Yet. argued Fanck. the free trade agreement with 
the European Union proved such negative speculations 
were wrong. Under the agreement Jordan enjoys an equal 
partner status with the EU members. This entitles Jordan to 
financial compensation for losses incurred due to the com- 
mon market. Fanek said he believes a free trade agreement 
with the U.S. will result in similar compensation payments 
flowing into the country, while Jordan gradually will 
accommodate to the new- situation, her products becoming 
competitive and exports rising. 


Ai Douslnur's Oreih Rintawi addressed the composition 
and agenda that would be desirable in a new government. 
Under die current circumstances — after the fiasco of the 
conflicting growth-rate figures, the water crisis and with the 
passing by the Senate of the prohibiting legislation con- 
cerning press and publications low— the government has 
lost all its credibility, said Rimaui. It is high time for its 
replacement, the writer said. Rintawi emphasised that what 
is needed now is a cabinet composed of new. fresh faces. A 
reshuffle or the changing of merely a few ministers will not 
bring about prosperity nor will it restore the people's confi- 
dence. Rintawi said. Citizens are complaining about the 
government's inefficiency; what they seek is a government 
that works for the welfare of the nation, not merely to prof- 
it a handful of individuals, the writer said. 


Washington Watch 


Dr. James J. Zogby 


Real damage has been done 


THE LEWINSKY affair comes to a head this week with 
the president's testimony before a Washington grand jury. 
Following the president's appearance, the Independent 
Counsel, Ken Starr, may call a few final witnesses in an 
effort to close out his case. 

Within a few weeks. Starr will be ready to issue his 
report to Congress. From news stories, it appears that 
Starr’s report will not discuss Whitewater or any of rhe 
other matters that the Independent Counsel has spent 
over four years and $40 million to investigate. 

Apparently. Starr’s report to Congress will focus exclu- 
sively on the president’s relationship with Monica 
Lewinsky. 

Once Congress receives Starr’s final report, it will have 
to decide if the case made by the Independent Counsel 
warrants beginning impeachment proceedings against the 
president. 

At this point, of course, no one knows what Starr will 
conclude. What is clear, however, is that, regardless of 
the ourcome. the entire episode is a pathetic tragedy that 
has taken a tremendous toll on the American people and 
done real damage to the American presidency. 

A few observations and criticisms: 1. The Lewinsky 
affair never should have become grist for the special 
prosecutor's mill. 

The president is being accused of lying under oath 
about his relationship with Lewinsky. This “lie" was told 
during his testimony in the civil suit brought by Paula 
Jones. That case has since been dropped as the judge 
ruled that she found Jones' arguments had no real merit. 

Until rhe Paula Jones case, no president had ever been 
charged in a civil suit while in office. 

It will be recalled that when the Supreme Court of the 
United States ruled that Jones could sue Clinton for 
actions she alleged he committed against her while he 
was Governor of Arkansas, they did so because they 
believed that such a case would not place undo strain on 
the president's ability to cany our his responsibilities. It 
is now clear that the Supreme Court was in error. The 
president has been crippled by the fallout from the Jones 


cose. 


For Starr to have latched onto this issue when he was 
apparently unable to find any weightier charges to bring 
against the president is, at best, questionable. 

2. The mediu/eeding frenzy is shocking. 

During the days leading up to the president's testimony, 
the major networks averaged 15 hours a day of coverage 
on the story. One newspaper called it “AH Monica, All 
the Tinie." The same is true of talk radio. During the 
month of July the four top ranking news makers talked 
about on radio were; President Clinton. Ken Starr, 
Monica Lewinsky and Linda Tripp.| 

As a result of this non-stop coverage, other political 
stories cannot break through. Congress, for example, is 
finding that it is difficult to get coverage of the issues 
they are currently dealing with and many politicians fear 
that if the story goes on much longer that they will be 
unable to focus public attention on the issues of the 1 99S 
congressional campaigns. 

Actually, the only brief respite to the Monica mania 
was in the few days following the bombing of the U.S. 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, when the White House 
scandal story finally was taken off the front pages. 

3. The media has become crude and lewd, and the pub- 
lic is saying “end it." Not only has the coverage of the 
story been excessive, but the media has indulged in 
graphic descriptions of the details of the scandal. While 
it is clear that television and radio have become increas- 
ingly crude in recent years, in matters unrelated to poli- 
tics* rhe depths to which they have sunk in the coverage 
of this story is truly shocking. 

The damage that has been done not only affects the 
president, but the society as a whole. Nothing is sacred or 
respected: everything and everyone are fair game. 

The public reaction going into the last round of grand 
jury testimony was quite telling. While two-thirds of 
Americans said they felt the president may not be telling 
the truth about his relationship with Lewinsky, two-thirds 
also said the president should say nothing more about the 
raqyer and 80 per cent said they believe die media should 


drop the case entirely. 

What is also interesting is that while the public said 
they may not believe the president, iwo-thitds stud they 

have a favourable view of him. . . . 

At the same time an overwhelming majority have 
extremely negative views of Starr, Lewinsky, Tnpp and 

the media covering the story. 

4 Regardless of the outcome, damage has been done. 

The president has been embarrassed, the nation has 
been humiliated and shocked and the work of the nation 
has suffered. Through this entire ordeal, not only 
President Clinton has been weakened and distracted from 
his work. The Starr investigation has established some 
dangerous precedents that, if not corrected by Congress, 
may have a lasting impact on future presidents. 

Should the private life of any public official be so scru- 
tinised’ 7 Should the Secret Service be required to testify 
against the individuals they are honour-bound to protect? 
Should the president be isolated from his advnsors and 
lawyers and fear that they may be forced to testify against 
him? If these matters are not resolved, future presidents 
may be hounded by partisan attacks and isolated within 
the White House unable to function with confidence. 

With ail the endless debate, at the end of the day, 
Clinton may very well survive this crisis as be has so 
many other crises in the past. He will not peijure himself 
before a grand jury — nor will he subject himself to fur- 
ther degradation by the special prosecutor. Starr’s report 
when written will hinge on definitions that may be. sub- 
ject to partisan debate and to a difference of opinion 
about what constitutes an impeachable offence. The par- 
tisan debate will continue, with no real good coming of 
this entire affair. This was not an investigation like 
Watergate — where President Nixon was engaged in 
criminal actions designed to subvert democracy — it was 
about sex. What will be the results: an embarrassed and 
perhaps weakened president, a disgusted public, a media 
with an ominous oui-of-control power, and a divided par- 
tisan Congress unable to act in the nation's interest 

Nothing justifies this outcome. 


‘It’s time’ 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


IT IS now clear that 
President Clinton looked 
the American people in the 
eye last January and lied. 
On Monday he 
acknowledged the inappro- 
priate relationship with 
Monica Lewinsky that he 
earlier denied. He has 
betrayed his family, his 
party and his country. But 
we now have three stark 
choices: Impeach him. for- 
give him or limp along with 
him, berating him at every 
step and never allowing 
anyone to forget what he 
did. There is no stomach in 
the country for impeach- 
ment. There is too much at 
stake for the country to 
limp along for two more 
years. It's time to forgive — 
not for his sake but for ours, 
not because his affairs are 
unimportant but because 
ours are more important. 

It's time now for the first 
Democratic president since 
Franklin D. Roosevelt to be 
elected for a second term to 
actually begin his second 
term. That means Clinton 
has sot to give up this crazy 
notion that his primary 
political role is to be Al 
Gore's campaign manager 
for the year 2000 election 
and instead to start fulfill- 
ing his own agenda, 

whether ICs social security 
reform, education reform, 
child-care reform, cam- 
paign finance reform, 

tobacco legislation or 
expansion of free trade — 
all of which will require his 
stepping on some tradition- 
al Democratic constituen- 


cies. The president talks a 
good game on many of 
these issues, but he has yet 
to really put his shoulder to 
the wheel behind most of 
them or to put them in con- 
crete legislative form. 

It’s time for the president 
to make dear exactly what 
his Iraq policy is. which 
simply is 


not clear 
anymore. 

What is 

dear is that 
the adminis- 
tration is 
playing 
games — 

Irving to 

shift respon- 
sibility for 
the Iraq pol- 
icy from the 
White 
House to the 
United 
Nations, 
which is to 
shift it to 
nowhere. 

What is 

clear is that Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
has signaled the chief U.N. 
weapons inspector. Richard 
Butler, that the administra- 
tion does not want to stir up 
Saddam Hussein with any 
surprise inspections right 
now. If the Clintonitcs walk 
away from their responsi- 
' biTi ties bn Iraq it is the end 
of their foreign policy. 

It is time that the ieader- 
less Republican Party 
developed a serious domes- 
tic agenda ( beyond argu- 
ing that shrinking govern- 
ment and ending abortion 
will solve all our pro b- 


it’s time now for 
the first 

Democratic pres- 
ident since 
Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to be 
elected for a 
second term to 
actually begin 
his second term. 


lems). as well as a foreign 
policy befitting a super- 
power. Since Bill Clinton 
came to office the 
Republicans have spent 
much of their time just liv- 
ing off his misbehavior. 
On foreign policy they have 
either offered drivc-by crit- 
icism. in which they drive 
by the White 
House, shout 
some epithet 
and then drive 
on. or adopt- 
ed utterly irre- 
sponsible 
positions. 
These range 
from base 
pandering on 
the Middle 
East to indul- 
gence of 
fringe 

Congressional 
Republicans 
who want to 
hold up key 
foreign policy 
funding for 
institutions 
l.M.F. unless the 
all support for 


what it is not. It is not the 
cold war. But it is time we 
define it by what it is. It is 
on era of stunningly rapid 
change in workplaces, jobs, 
communities, educational 
demands and government 
responsibilities. It is an era 
in which corporations have 
never been bigger and yet 
individuals have never been 
more empowered — to do 
good or ill. It is an era in 
which America has no sin- 
gle big enemy, but- many, 
many smaller ones. It is an 
age when the gap between 
rich and poor is widening 
faster and faster. It is an 
integrated era in which the 
biggest threats to U.S. sta- 
bility come from a weak 
Japanese economy, which 
we can't control, and a 
computer chip problem 
called Y2K. which we can’t 


like the 
U.S. \lops 
family planning, to mirul- 
Jevdy ^lushing the State 
Department's budget — an 
outrage at a time when 
America'* glohal responsi- 
bilities. and economic 
opportunities, have never 
been greater.. 

Without a serious 
Republican foreign policy, 
it makes it so much easier 
for the Clintonitcs to be 
unscrinus too. 

For a long time now we 
have defined this era as the 
posi-cold-u ar era. That is. 
we have defined this era bv 


see. 

It is an era in which the 
U.S. and the world need a 
president who gets these 
issues. The good news 
about Bill Clinton is that he 
does gel them. The bad 
news is that even, before the 
Lewinsky affair, this presi- 
dent was having trouble 
developing, and passing, 
the legislation for this new 
era. But he may now be get- 
ting a second chance to 
begin his second term — a 
chance he doesn’t deserve 
but we do. 

It may be hoping for too 
much that Bill Clinton will 
lake this opportunity to be 
the president he has the 
potential to be. But Lord 
knows it’s time. 


— - The New York Times 


Why Nairobi? 


By Lucy Hannan 


UNTIL THE explosion that ripped 
through Nairobi, sub-Saharan Africa 
had no reason to see itself as an arena 
for international terrorism. Then 
Kenya found to its cost that “if you 
want to deliver a message to the 
world, this is good place to do it," its 
foreign minister. Boyana Godana, 
said grimly. 

Kenya has the biggest concentra- 
tion of diplomats. U.S. staff, interna- 
tional organisations and foreign press 
in the region — and in some cases, on 
the continent. It is a crucial power 
base in a region infamous for past 
wars and famines, as well as a major 
tourist destination. “It has come as a 
shock to us." said Godana in an inter- 
view with The Observer. “For every 
American killed, over 20 Kenyans 
lost their life. If the U.S. embassy had 
been on the outskirts of the city, the 
human and economic cost would not 
have be£n so colossal." 

The U.S. stands accused of being 
staggeringly unprepared in Nairobi. 
Ambassador Prudence Bushnell had 
asked the State Department at least 
three times since December to move 
or improve the embassy. Untypical of 
the fortressed embassies usually seen 


in the region, this one bucked on lu 
central Nairobi’s financial buildings 
and shared pavements that pass ihe 
railway station and the industrial bad- 
lands. 

But Godana appealed to Kenyans 
not to show bitterness. His country 
has never been neutral. In the nineties 
it has been the heartland of a mostly 
unspoken regional U.S. policy lo 
keep back the inarch of Islamic fun- 
damentalism in the Horn of Africa. 

Used as a vital military base lor 
U.S. troops in Somalia in 1992-3. 
Kenya has long been crucial to the 
operations of Ihe Sudan People's 
Liberation Army — a movement 
known to enjoy covert U.S. support 
in the attempt to isolate the funda- 
mentalist Khartoum regime. 

One of the after-effects of the 
bombing may be a sober and terrible 
reminder that — although it has 
become routine in the West to express 
a sort of post-Cold War despair over 
continued war and famine in the 
region — Africa is just as much an 
international political football pitch 
as ever it was. “Fighting on the 
frontlines of democracy" — as 
William Cohen, of (he State 
Department, referred to it when the 


1 1 American bodies arrived home last 
Wednesday — translates here into 
funding for multiparty elections, non- 
governmental organisations and 
building up civic institutions. It is a 
strategy pursuing political ideals and 
values that the U.S., as the world’s 
only superpower, now believes 
inevitable. 

But the pace of the push is some- 
thing that some governments in the 
region — notably Uganda and Eritrea 
— have tried to put a brake on. Now. 
Godana also wonders aloud whether 
external pressure weakens security 
and increases vulnerability, if “this 
drive for political and economic 
reforms contributes to, and aggra- 
vates. instability.” A senior govern- 
ment source, is concerned that the 
attack might encourage a new son of 
politics in Kenya. ‘There is no holy 
war here, but nty fear now is that peo- 
ple might sec there is a bigger power 
that can be used with dreadful 
effect." he said. He knows of a small 
number of Kenyans who have died 
fighting "the holy war" in Somalia. 
“We arc not an island, and even less 


so now. 


— The Observer 


Letters 


Crisis out of hand - 


To the editor: 


THIS WEEK it’s the detection of worms and weeds in 
Zai Water Treatment Plant, last month it was the nasty 
colour and odour with slimy ingredients, and God only 
knows what's in store next for the poor Jordanian citizen 
who dreams of nothing but pure water these days. 

While foreign water experts are invited one after 
another to diagnose what swims in the water we drink 
and how to get rid of it, water pipes have remained dry 
for weeks. Every now and then we are being informed 
of a new pumping schedule, where in most cases jess 
than 50 per cent of the required water quantities are 
pumped to densely populated areas leaving citizens 
exasperated and totally confused when water does not 
reach their homes on the appointed one day per week. 
So what’s the use of a pumping schedule? 

The way the government ha* been handling the water 
crisis, offering contradicting and hairsplitting evasive 
explanations makes us even more skeptical that a per- 
manent effective solution will be found soon to so-called 
“temporary difficulties." “Statements in the local press 
such as “ the government temporarily closed the Zai 
Water Treatment Plant” or “the ministry is making 
efforts to overcome the problem in the near future" add 
only more uncertainty to an already complicated and 
controversial issue. The apparent inability of the gov- 
ernment to commit itself to a deadline in finding a prac- 
tical solution, is by itself a sign of incompetence and 
lack ot sufficient responsibility' towards the community. 

It is most inappropriate at times like this, when the 
welfare of the citizens is concerned, to focus chi the 
bickering between individuals in authority and figure 
out whom to blame. Efficiency and professionalism are 
always best tested in times of crisis. In our water case the 
results speak for themselves! 

Oh and by the way. the government's efforts to crack 
down on drivers of water tankers sold on the black 
market at soaring prices til! this moment have been 
almost futile and most ineffective. The water selling 
business is still booming, and profiteers have an 
extensive presence on the black market, just like the 
worms and weeds in the Zai Water Treatment Plant- In 
order to prove its best intentions and save some of its 
credibility. I suggest that the government set up stations 
m all living areas for distributing imported bottled water 
for free rill j satisfactory solution is reached and re- 
organise its monitoring system supplying water to citi- 
zens at regular prices. 


RumJana ML Nuseibeh 
Amman 
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N. Irish people question 
chances for peace 


Street life — Wise woman 
survives in the land of fools 


after bombing 


BELFAST (R) — A young 
Northern Irish woman is 
pushing her nine-month-old 
son in a pram, her husband 
walks beside her, a young 
family out shopping in 
Belfast 

‘There will never be peace 
in this country,'' Adam Party, 
tbe 24-year-old Protestant 
father of baby Adam, says 
with conviction. 

Saturday’s car bomb blast 
in the Northern Ireland town 
of Omagh that killed 28 men, 
women and children has 
shattered tbe faith of many 
local people that a solution 
can be found to end decades 
of violence and bloodshed in 
the British province. 

Parry, a sbop worker, says 
he voted ‘no’ in the recent 
Northern Ireland referendum 
that asked whether people 
supported the historic ‘Good 
Friday' peace agreement 
signed last April. 

Tbe majority voted over- 
whelmingly in favour. 

Parry had some doubts 
about his decision to reject 
die deal ai the time. Not any 
more: *‘I would vote ‘no’ 
again and think most of my 
friends would as well,” be 
says. 

“People shouldn’t be talk- 
ing about the peace process, 
they should be trying to 
catch the people who com- 
mitted this atrocity,” Parry 


says. His wife nods in agree- 
ment. 

Bitterness mixed with sad- 
ness is evident among many 
of those in a city still starkly 
divided between Protestants, 
who support British rule and 
Catholics, seeking a united 
Ireland. 

“As far as I'm concerned 
it's crap...nobody agreed to 
ah of (the peace agreement! 
just parts of it,” a young 
salesman told Reuters, 
declining to give his name. 

“The politicians don’t 
know what they’re talking 
about and the terrorists don't 
care what they say. They just 
cany on regardless,” the 
young man said. 

Protestant and Catholic 
political leaders in the 
province have joined British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair in 
condemning the bombing of 
innocent people three days 
ago. Tbe peace process 
would not be wrecked by the 
bomb, Blair promised. 

But the attack, thought to 
be die work of a renegade 
Republican paramilitary 
group, the Real IRA, has 
sent shockwaves through an 
already fragile community. 

"People are very, very 
edgy,” Belfast professor of 
Irish politics Paul Bew told 
Reuters. “They are in shock, 
and the situation is 
poised... Omagh has changed 


the political landscape in 
Northern Ireland. It’s either 
an opportunity for change or 
the tide may turn against the 
peace agree mem.” 

“I think there’s no doubt if 
there was a referendum 
tomorrow there would be a 
much higher ‘no’ vote,” Bew 
said. 

Many locals, interviewed 
as the first of the funerals of 
victims of the Omagh bomb- 
ing got under way, sympa- 
thised with the difficulty 
faced by the politicians try- 
ing to solve the sectarian 
conflict 

“Everybody's tired of all 
this fighting. To see kids get- 
ting killed...,” Jeanette 
McDonagh, 23, says. There 
are tears in her eyes. “It's 
enough, it must stop.” 

“There’s no other way for- 
ward,” John Stevenson, a 63- 
year-old retired civil servant, 
said. “We have to turn away 
from violence. This has gone 
on for too long." 

A Catholic housewife, 
Margaret Parkinson, with her 
young daughter Jane, 16, 
said the bombing was a blow 
against peace. 

“There has to be peace in 
our iand...But you can’t be 
angry, anger doesn't heaL 
This is a country riddled 
with the scars of the past,” 
she said. 


By Helen Womack 

SAMOTECHNY ’ LANE, 
MOSCOW — Partly from affec- 
tion but more from despair, this is 
how Russians themselves often 
describe their illogical, suffering 
country. If it is true that so many of 
Russia's problems have been, 
caused less by evil than by stupid 
people, then it is a joy to meet a 
freethinker such as Natalya 
Sokolova. 

In the Soviet period, she was a 
minor dissident whom I would 
have met on the street, all the time 
looking over my shoulder for the 
KGB. However hard life is in Rus- 
sia now, at least that fear has gone 
and I can drop in to her flat for tea 
and a chat. 

Natalya lives in very poor cir- 
cumstances. To feed her five chil- 
dren, she sells books on the street, 
in 30 degrees of heat or 30 degrees 
of frost, regardless. The walls of 
her flat are decorated with newspa- 
per because she cannot afford 
wallpaper. 

On my last visit, the only food 
visible in the kitchen was a white 
loaf on the table and a pan of beans 
on the hob. 

But the children are creatively 
occupied, drawing or listening to 
music. A gorgeous black cat, res- 
cued from superstitious neigh- 
bours who kicked it out because 
they thought it was unlucky, sleeps 
in a corner. There is a sense of pur- 
pose here, and I never feel pity in 
this home, only respect. 

A biologist by training, Natalya 
used to perform experiments on 
the brains of dogs in the same 


institute that preserved the brain of 
Lenin. That was her day job. By 
night, she typed out carbon copies 
of banned books by authors from 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn to George 
Orwell. She worked for the better- 
known dissidents Larissa Bogoraz 
and Father Dmitry Dudko. who 
were active in the Brezhrfev era. 
“My apartment was an under- 
ground publishing house,” sbe 
said. “My own mother, who was a 
strict Communist, reported me to 
the authorities. Strana durakov! 


“The KGB came for me at five 
o'clock on a frosty January morn- 
ing but I wasn't in. I was talking to 
a friend on the street below. I saw 
the agents up in my window. Then 
they left. 

“They arrested someone else and 
didn't bother coming back for me. 
You see. like factories, the KGB 
also had their plans to fulfil and 
they had got their quota for Janu- 
ary.” 

For thinking people in Russia 
today, the issues are no longer as 
black and white as they were in 
Soviet times, when it was a simple 
matter of conforming or daring to 
fight for freedom. 

Natalya navigates better than 
most in moral waters that are con- 
fusingly murky. 


“With our comipt politicians, 
you cannot really say we have 
democracy now,” she said. “But 
the people have the leaders they 
deserve. You cannot achieve 
democracy by presidential decree. 
Citizens must learn to take person- 
al responsibility. “The authorities 
don't need labour camps anymore. 
They control us by keeping us in 
perpetual, uncertainty, by not pay- 
ing our wages. They do not quite 
let us die but neither do they let us 
live. And so people are obsessed 


with nothing higher than material 
problems, where the next meal is 
coming from.” 

Natalya refuses to worry about 
that, trusting that God will pro- 
vide. She has become an Orthodox 
Christian, but not of the fanatical. 
Russian nationalist kind. 

“I tell all the anti-Semites at 
church that the Virgin Mary was 
Jewish too.” she joked. 

Compared with other Russians, 
who will not or cannot confront 
the mistakes of the past squarely, 
she takes the concept of personal 
responsibility to an extreme 
degree. Not only does she pray for 
forgiveness of her own sins but she 
also believes she must answer for 
the crimes and stupidities of past 
generations, including her mother 


who betrayed her to the secret 
police. 

As for her children, Natalya tries 
to teach them that man does not 
live by bread alone. 

“It is not easy when they see 
wealth around them. They w-ant 
things too,” she said. “But most 
gains in Russia these days are ill 
gotten. It is almost impossible to 
make big money by honest means. 
When they see shiny black Jeeps. I 
tell them to look not at the cars but 
at the thugs driving them. I sa; f 
‘those people are poorer than we 
are’.” 

Instead of letting them watch 
television, with tantalising adver- 
tisements for consumer goods they 
cannot possibly afford, Natalya 
takes her artistically inclined chil- 
dren out into the woods to paint 
watercolours. 

Her eldest son, Alexei. 16, is 
doing particularly well at a special 
school where general education is 
bolstered with additional art train- 
ing, and he is hoping to carry on to 
Moscow’s prestigious Ilya Repin 
An Institute. 

Shyly he showed some of the 
sketches he has been doing, 
including one of a Moscow back- 
yard with trees and dustbins and 
grandmothers nattering on a 
bench. 

It looked a little like Samotechny 
Lane, and I thought that, better 
than a photograph, it would con- 
vey the spirit of the Sokolov fami- 
ly. 

— The Independent 


‘With our corrupt politicians, you cannot 
really say we' have democracy now’ — 
Natalya Sokolova, Russian biologist and 

mother 


Prince Hassan receives 


U.N. council gives go-ahead to Iraq arms inspectors 


President Bashir’s letter 


(Continued from page 1) 

attended the meeting. 

Ismail. dso met Prime 
Minister .Abdul Sal am 
Majali- and handed Mm a 
message from Sudan’s 
vice president. The mes- 
sage dealt with bilateral 
relations and agreements 
readied by the Jordanian - 
Sudanese Higher Com- 
mittee which convened in 
Khartoum in September 
of last year. 

Ismail reiterated 

Sudan's call to the Jor- 
danian private sector to 
invest in Sudanese agri- 
cultural projects. 

Majali said Jordan is 
interested in. investment 
in Sudanese projects and 
expressed hope for fur- 


ther cooperation between 
the private sectors in the 
two countries. 

“From now and until the 
convening of the higher 
committee meeting in 
Amman next October the 
two sides will conduct an 
evaluation of the bilateral 
agreements,” Majali said. 

Senate Speaker Zeid 
Rifai Tuesday called on 
all concerned parties to 
exert efforts to create a 
secure and stable Middle 
East. 

During a meeting with 
the Sudanese minister, 
Rifai said Jordan antici- 
pates further strengthen- 
ing of relations with 
Sudan, especially in par- 
liamentary fields. 

Ismail expressed appre- 


ciation of Jordan's stand 
with regard to Sudan and 
the Kingdom's call for a 
lifting of the sanctions 
imposed, on that country 
and other Arab states . 

Ismail said that Khar- 
toum appreciates Jordan's 
endeavours to help Sudan 
safeguard its sovereignty 
and territorial integrity 
and appreciates its contin- 
ued assistance to the 
Sudanese people. 

Ismail also welcomed 
any Jordanian initiative 
for investment in Sudan 
especially in agriculture 
saying that vast prospects 
exist for such endeavour 
in his country. 


Panel hands over water 
report to PM today 


(Continued from page 1) 

households for over 
five-weeks. 

Ehsour said the prime 
minister requested the 
formation of a spe- 
cialised and indepen- 
dent team to treat brack- 
ish water springs. 

He added that environ- 
mental experts moved to 
Aqaba to tackle polluted 
water leaked from a 
waste treatment plant 
□ear by Eilat. 

According to Petra, 
the government has dis- 
patched 76 water 
tankers to distribute 
water in areas suffering 
from weak pumping in 
Amman. 

It. urged citizens to 
make, sure of the source 
of tankers and that they 
have official documents 
certifying the water is 
drinkable. 

In another develop- 
ment, the National Soci- 
ety for Consumer Pro- 
tection (NSCP) Tuesday 
said the Amman Peace 
Court has set a date to 
start hearing the suit 
which was filed by the 
society against officials 
responsible for the 
water crisis. 

Mohammad Obeidat, 
head of the NSCP, said 
the court has set July 30 
to start hearing the case 
filed by the society on 
behalf of consumers 
who were harmed by the 


water problem. 

“The NSCP requests 
accountability for those 
who were responsible 
for providing western 
Amman with water that 
is. not suitable for drink- 
ing,” Obeidat told a 
press conference. 

“There is no need for 
tests to find out that 
water has undesirable 
taste and odours, which 
is against qualifications 
set by the Jordan Stan- 
dards and Specifications 
Department," he added. 
’Therefore the case is 
fair, and we have no 
doubts that the court 
will do justice to 
harmed citizens.” 

The suit was filed 
against Munther Had- 
dadin, the former water 
minister, Munther 

Khleifat, secretary gen- 
eral of roinisuy of 
Water, Mohammad Abu 
Taha, head of Zai Water 
Treatment Plant and 
other officials in Min- 
istry of Health and Med- 
ical Care. 

Attorney Mahmoud 
Kilani, who is also 
preparing ro file another 
suit against other parties 
that might be involved 
in the water crisis, said 
he believes the case will 
succeed. 

“We believe that our 
judiciary system has 
always been objective 
and fair,” said Kilani. 
“There is much evi- 


dence to show that those 
officials were responsi- 
ble for the water prob- 
lem in one way or 
another because they 
neglected their work,” 
he added. “Even if we 
lose the case, we still 
can prove that such offi- 
cials, who make such 
violations, can be held 
accountable,” 

Kilani added that he 
hopes that the court will 
order compensations to 
the citizens who suf- 
fered as a result of the 
crisis. 

“Citizens should get 
compensations for phys- 
ical and sociological 
damages caused by the 
crisis,” he said. ‘They 
should not pay bills for 
waste water.” 

Opposition parties and 
several organisations 
are studying the possi- 
bility of suing the gov- 
ernment over the water 
problem, and columnists 
in local dailies have 
been urging citizens to 
initiate legal action and 
to investigate possible 
official negligence. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The Security Council gave 
the go-ahead late Monday 
for full-scale operations by 
U.N. weapons inspectors in 
Iraq, despite Baghdad's 
continuing refusal to coop- 
erate. 

Letters that the council 
agreed to send to the heads 
of the U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM) in 
charge of disarming Iraq 
and die International Atom- 
ic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
also stress that Iraq is oblig- 
ed to provide the necessary 
cooperation. 

Council President Danilo 
Turk of Slovenia told 
reporters it would be up to 
the weapons chiefs to 
deride when and how to 
conduct their ■ inspections, 
which have been suspended 
for more than a week. 

“The practical steps 
which will have to be 
taken... depend primarily on 
the decisions of UNSCOM 
and the IAEA ” he said. 

“They are the ones who 
will have to see which 
inspections go ahead soon. 


which inspections have to 
go on later.” If and when the 
inspections are resumed, 
Iraq will have to decide 
whether to make good on a 
threat, announced. Aug. 5, 
that it would no longer 
cooperate with either U.N. 
agency until UNSCOM was 
restructured to reduce 
alleged American influence 
and its headquarters moved 
from New York to Geneva 
or Vienna. 

Should Iraq persist in its 
announced policy, it is in 
danger of whittling away 
the support it has enjoyed 
from such council members 
as Russia, France and 
China. It will also strength- 
en the council unity that the 
United States and Britain 
are eager to foster in 
advance of any future show- 
down. 

Baghdad has repeatedly 
accused UNSCOM of being 
influenced by Washington 
to prolong the disarmament 
process, which must be 
completed before the Secu- 
rity Council can lift sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq since 


its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The Security Council's 
letters are in reply to 
requests for guidance from 
UNSCOM executive chair- 
man Richard Butler and 
IAEA director-general 
Mohammad Al Baradei. 

They formally notified the 
council last week that Iraq’s 
decision to cease all cooper- 
ation prevented their 
inspection teams from car- 
rying out most of their 
duties. 

UNSCOM and the IAEA 
later halted inspections of 
new sites in Iraq. However, 
tbeir experts are continuing 
to monitor previously 
declared facilities where 
banned weapons activities 
might be carried our. 

The council was also told 
during closed-door consul- 
tations Monday that Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan's 
special representative in 
Baghdad, Indian diplomat 
Prakhash Shah, had been 
unsuccessful so far in get- 
ting Iraq to rescind its deci- 
sion. 

A key passage in the 


council letters reiterates 
members’ “full support for 
the IAEA and UNSCOM in 
the full implementation of 
their mandates." **lraq is 
obliged under the relevant 
Security Council resolu- 
tions . to provide the 
1AEA/UNSCOM with the 
cooperation necessary for 
them to undertake their 
activities, including inspec- 
tions," the letters add. 

The weapons chiefs are 
told they “should continue 
to report to the council on 
all occasions that you deem 
necessary." American U.N. 
envoy Bill Richardson told 
reporters: “Iraq thinks they 
are going to goad the 
international community 
into precipitous action. If 
they fail to comply, there 
will be serious conse- 
quences.” he added. 

Iraq has in the past mani- 
fested its non-cooperation 
by failing to provide U.N. 
weapons teams with escorts 
or “minders," without 
which they cannot function. 

The council letters also 
expressed support for con- 


tinuing efforts by the secre- 
tary general and Shah, to 
get Iraq to rescind its deci- 
sion. 

Shah, who is continuing 
talks with Iraqi officials, is 
expected to arrive in New 
York Thursday and is likely 
to report to the council later. 

The letters reiterate a 
statement issued by the 
council Aug. 6 saying Iraq’s 
announcement of non-coop- 
eration was "totally unac- 
ceptable" and that it contra- 
vened council resolutions as 
well as an agreement that 
Annan himself negotiated 
in Baghdad last February 
intended to secure unfet- 
tered access for U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 

“The members of the 
Security Council emphasise 
the need for an early 
resumption of dialogue 
between UNSCOM/IAEA 
and Iraq and will be ready 
to respond favourably to 
future progress made in the 
disarmament process," the 
letters add. offering an 
inducement to Iraq. 


U.N. envoy says Iraq 
still refuses to cooperate 


Visiting south Lebanon, 
Golan, Mordechai appeals 
for talks with Syria 


(Continued from page 1) 

“I am going to New 
York tomorrow and there 
is an intention of the 
council to hear what I 
have to say.” The Security 
Council gave the go- 
ahead late on Monday for 
full-scale operations by 
U.N. weapons inspectors 
in Iraq, despite the Bagh- 
dad government’s contin- 
uing refusal to cooperate. 

Letters the council 
agreed to send to the 
heads of UNSCOM and 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) 
stressed that Iraq was 


(Continued from page 1) 

near the embassy’s premis- 
es” in the luxurious neigh- 
bourhood of Deir Ghbar in 
western Amman, said the 
eyewitness, who asked not 
to be named. 

Police guarding the U.S. 
embassy banned a TV crew 
from shooting the embassy 
premises, escorted them to 
a nearby police station and 
confiscated their tapes. The 
crew was later on released. 


obliged to provide the 
necessary cooperation. 

UNSCOM is charged 
with scrapping Iraq's bal- 
listic missiles, biological 
and chemical weapons. 

It and the IAEA, given 
the task of monitoring 
Iraq's nuclear programme, 
last week suspended 

weapons inspections at 
new sites in Iraq after 
Baghdad's decision to halt 
cooperation. 

But UNSCOM experts 
have continued to monitor 
sites already identified by 
inspectors looking for evi- 
dence of prohibited 

weapons. 


Minister of Interior 
Nather Rashid said that the 
ministry was not aware of 
any “warning” against the 
U.S. embassy and said that 
since the bombings of 
American embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania on 
August 7, Jordan has 
stepped up security mea- 
sures to ensure the safety of 
the U.S. mission in 
Amman. 

“We have taken necessary 
measures against any possi- 


The U.N. weapons 
inspectors are waiting for 
instructions from their 
headquarters in New York 
to resume full inspections 
of Iraqi arms sites, a U.N. 
official in Baghdad said 
on Tuesday. 

Iraq has repeatedly 
accused UNSCOM of 
being influenced by the 
United States to prolong 
weapons inspections. The 
country must be certified 
free of all weapons of 
mass destruction before 
the U.N. can lift the eco- 
nomic sanctions. 


ble thing but we have not 
been informed about any 
warning against the 

embassy on Tuesday," the 
minister told the Jordan 
Times. 

U.S. embassies have been 
on high alert since the two 
explosions in Kenya and 
Tanzania killed more than 
250 people. Two previously 
unknown groups claimed 
responsibility for the 

attacks. 


METULLA (AFP) — 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai toured Israeli- 
occupied south Lebanon and 
the Golan Heights Tuesday 
and renewed an appeal for 
the resumption of peace talks 
with Syria. 

“We are preparing our 
forces for any eventuality, 
but we don't want conflict 
with the Syrians, on the con- 
trary we want to achieve 
peace with them," 
Mordechai said after visiting 
troops in the Israeli-occupied 
buffer rone in south 
Lebanon. 

Mordechai. who spoke 
with reporters in this north- 
ern bonier town before bead- 
ing up to the neighbouring 
Golan Heights, sparked an 
uproar earlier this week by 
suggesting Israel was willing 
to withdraw from at least 
some of the Golan as part of 
a peace deal with Syria. 

Mordechai said that the 
scope of such a withdrawal 
would depend on the scope 
of security guarantees Syria 
is willing to provide and he 
offered to travel to Damas- 
cus any time to resume nego- 
tiations. 

His remarks prompted 
angry protests from hardlin- 
ers in Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's cabi- 


net who insisted government 
policy is to oppose any with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

Israel occupied the Golan 
in the 1967 Mideast war and 
Illegally annexed it in 1 98 1 . 

In negotiations with Syria 
which broke off shortly 
before Netanyahu was elect- 
ed in May 1996, Israel's pre- 
vious Labour government 
agreed to the principle of a 
withdrawal from the plateau 
according to the formula: the 
depth of withdrawal will 
equal the depth of peace. 

Syria has demanded for 
months that the negotiations 
be resumed at the point 
where they broke off — with 
an Israeli accord in principle 
to quit the Golan. 

Netanyahu has rejected 
this, insisting his govern- 
ment will not be held to 
unwritten and incomplete 
understandings reached by 
bis predecessors. 

Instead Netanyahu has 
agreed that Syria can bring 
any issue, including territori- 
al considerations, to the 
negotiating table. 

In a scathing article 
responding to the latest 
debate in Israel. Syria's offi- 
cial AJ Baath newspaper 
assailed Mordechai and other 
ministers 


Visa applicants asked to leave premises 
after bomb threat at U.S. embassy 


8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 19, 1998 



N. labour body urges 


recognition of sex industry 


GENEVA (R) — The 
United Nations* global 
labour organisation, in a 
survey issued Wednes- 
day. urged governments 
to' officially recognise 
the booming sex indus- 
try and start" taxing it. 

The International 

Labour Organisation 

(ILO l. in a survey of 
South East Asian coun- 
tries, said prostitution in 
the region had grown so 
rapidly that the sex busi- 
ness 'was now worth 
between two to 14 per 
cent of gross domestic 
product " (GDP) in 
regional economies. 

The ILO stopped short 
nf calling for prostitu- 
tion to bc"legalised. 

But it spoke of the 
advantages of recognis- 
ing prostitution as an 
economic sector for 
"extending the taxation 
net t»v cover many of the 
lucrative activities asso- 
ciated with it" and to 
formulate labour poli- 
cies needed to deal with 
the several million peo- 
ple thought to be work- 
ing in the sex industry.” 

The report is likely to 
prove controversial, 
especially to those gov- 
ernments" and people 
who believe prostitution 
must be considered a 
crime. 

The author of the 
report. Lin Lim. said the 
ILO wanted govern- 
ments to apply " labour 
regulations and stan- 
dards for social protec- 
tion “where prostitution 
is recognised as legal 
work.” " 

The report did not 
specify any countries 
where prostitution was 
legal. 


“The sex sector is not 
recognised as an eco- 
nomic sector in official 
statistics, development 
plans or government 
Budgets. 

(But) the revenues it 
generates are crucial to 
the livelihoods and earn- 
ings potential of millions 
of" workers beyond the 
prostitutes themselves” 
the report said. 

“The ILO suggests that 
the official recognition 
of the activity, including 
maintaining records 
about it." would be 
extremely useful,” it 
added. 

The ILO reiterated a 
long-standing call for 
the elimination of child 
prostitution. It said that 
estimates on the number 
of child prostitutes, 
though not fully reliable, 
ranged from 50.000 to 
70.000 in the Philippines 
and as many as 800,000 
in Thailand. 

The ILO survey of the 
sex business in Indone- 
sia. Malaysia. Philip- 
pines and Thailand 
tound that between 0.25 
per cent and 1 .5 per cent 
of all women in these 
nations were prostitutes. 

In Thailand, a 1997 
government survey 
found 65.000 prostitutes 
but the ILO said the 
unofficial figure could 
be as high as 300,000. 
Other surveys said that 
Indonesia had 140,000 


to 230,000 prostitutes. 


Malaysia 142,000 and 
Philippines nearly half a 
million. 

The sector is expand- 
ing beyond borders. 
There are increases in 
sex tourism and traffick- 
ing in women, while 
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many sex establishments 
in the Philippines were 
found to be backed by 
Japanese capital. 

Japanese men consti- 
tute the largest number 
of sex tourists in Asia, 
the report said. 

The surge in recent 
years in the number of 
women in Asia's migrant 
force — where they now- 
equal or outnumber male 
migrants — has fuelled 
the growth in the sex 
industry, the ILO said. 

Because of the shad- 
pwy nature of the sector, 
smugglers were increas- 
ingly "trading in women. 
Some 80 per cent of 
Asian female migrant 
workers who legally 
entered Japan in" the 
1990s were “entertain- 
ers,” a euphemism for 
workers in the booming 
sex industry, it said. 

In Indonesia, the ILO 
estimated the financial 
turnover of the sex 
industry at up to 53.6 
billion annually, includ- 
ing close to 5100 million 
a year it said was gener- 
ated in the capita! Jakar- 
ta. 

In Thailand, the ILO 
said urban prostitutes 
were transferring S300 
million in net income to 
rural families annually. 
It put the annual income 
from prostitution at 
more than $20 billion. 

Elsewhere, the ILO 
said prostitution grossed 
some S30 million annu- 
ally in Australia while in 
Japan, the sex industry 
accounted for one per 
cent of GDP. 

The survey found that 
earnings from prostitu- 
tion were higher than in 
other unskilled jobs in 
the middle range, and 
averaged $800 a month 
in Thailand, and more 
than S600 in Indonesia. 

The actual number of 
prostitutes enslaved, 
trafficked or kept in 
prison was no more than 
20 per cent of the total, it 
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Russians dump roubles 


MOSCOW (R) — Russians 
sought ways Tuesday to spend 
excess roubles or swap them 
into dollars after the currency 
was effectively devalued, but 
President Bods Yeltsin calmly 
continued a more than month- 
long holiday. 

The Communist opposition 
warned foreign investors they 
may not see their money again 
if they continued .sponsoring 
Yeltsin. 

it threatened mass nation- 
wide protests and renewed 
efforts to impeach Yeltsin. 

“I warn to warn investors — 
if you keep giving money to 
support a drinking, degraded 
and immoral person, you will 
have to share the responsibility 
with him,'* Commuuisi Parry 
leader Gennady Zyuganov 
said in a clear reference to the 
Kremlin chief. 

Germany, Russia's biggest 
foreign lender and trading part- 
ner. said Monday’s de facto 
devaluation would offer only a 
temporary breathing space. 

"We cannot let Russia col- 
lapse. hui Russia must know 
that there is no way to avoid 
fundamental reforms." Eco- 
nomics Minister Guenter 
Rexrodl told a news confer- 
ence. 

Russian officials gave details 
of a 90-day halt on repayment 
of some foreign debts owed by- 
banks. The value of federal 
government dcbL not included 
in the moratorium, sank to new 
lows anyway. 

Facing a short-term debt 
crunch and threats to the bank- 
ing system, the govemmenr on 
Monday abandoned its target 
exchange rate against the dol- 
lar and allowed the rouble to 
drop — just three days after 
Yeltsin vowed there would be 
no devaluation. 

"The general conclusion is 
that everything has been dam- 
aged by rut. that everything 
has gone to pieces.” Zyuganov 
said. 

"The object that has been 
devalued most of all is the 
president." business newspa- 
per Russkv Telegraf said. 

A Kremlin spokesman said: 
"The president is at a suburban 
Moscow residence, he is up to 
date on all events, and. as you 
have seen, he can come to the 
Kremlin if needed to cany out 
necessary nice tings." 

Political fallout continued 
from Monday's moves as 
Yeltsin dismissed his top eco- 
nomic adviser. Alexander 
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Livshits. 

Interfax news agency, quot- 
ing a senior presidential 
source, said Yeltsin had reject- 
ed resignation offers from 
Prime Minister Sergei 
Kiriyenko and central bank 
head Sergei Dubinin. 

The government and central 
bank declined comment, but 
there was continued specula- 
tion about the possibility of a 
cabinet shakcup. Kremlin 
spokesman Sergei Yastrzhcm- 
bsky said there may be 
changes, but not immediately. 

The rouble has been freed to 
float as low as 9.5 per dollar 
until the year's end. Previously 
it was allowed to fluctuate only 
by 15 per cent either side of 6.2 
per dollar. 

On the Moscow Interbank 
Currency Exchange, the rouble 
was fixed sharply lower at 
6.8850 per dollar, from 6.4300 
on Monday and was quoted 
between 6.90 and 7.20 by 
traders. On the street some 
banks hiked their price for dol- 
lars as high as 9.5 roubles. 

Russian suxks closed down 
9.01 per cent, os dealers said 
markets were still in shock 
from Monday's measures. 

The value of Russian foreign 
debt os reflected in bond 
prices, fell to new lows. 

Russia bent over backwards 
to assure investors that the 
moratorium on debt repay- 
ments does not extend to for- 
eign debts owed by the federal 
government, none of which arc 
due within the 90-day morato- 
rium period. But it does affect 
Russian commercial borrow- 
ers. including banks that have 
been pushed to the wall by 
market panic as securities they 
held as collateral for loans 
dropped in value. 

Some Russians with spare 
roubles went to currency- 
exchange points to buy dollars, 
and others went on a shopping 
spree to buy goods before 
prices went up. 

"We'll raise prices next week 
when wc get our next ship- 
ment," a Moscow fruit vendor 
said. “These peaches at 20 rou- 
bles a kilogramme will proba- 
bly cost 30 roubles.” 

The vendor's comment illus- 
trated one of the chief risks of 
the devaluation — higher 
inflation. 

Low inflation and a stable 
rouble were Yeltsin’s primary 
economic achievements in 
recent frsurs. but a loss of con- 
fidence in the rouble prompted 
the government's moves on 
Monday. 

Millions of Russians, who 
saw their savings savaged by 
hyperinflation in die curly 
1990s. reacted surprisingly 
calmly to the latest milestone 
on the rocky road to the free 
market. 

“Many people haven't been 
paid in months, so w hat to do 
with their roubles is not even a 
question." said one govern- 
ment worker in the flu- eastern 
city of Magadan. 
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US Dollar 
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0.6200 

1.5072 
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CH Franc 
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0J2024 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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0.00 

0.00 
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Metal Prices 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 

Gold (oz’s) 

284.8 

285.3 

Silver (oz’s) 

5.1 

5.13 

Platinum (oz‘s) 

366.5 

368.5 

AL (3 Months) 

1342 

1344 

CU (3 Months) 

1617 

1621 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1035 
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Commodity 

Last 

Delivery 


Currency 

Buy 

Sen 

Coffee (c/lbs) 

112.33 

Spot 

ISif 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1825 

Spot 


GB Steriling 

1.1438 

1.1495 

Sugar (S/ton) 

259.6 

Spot 


DE Mark 

0.3948 

0.3968 

Wheat (S/ton) 

98 

Spot 


CH Franc 

0.4704 

0.4728 

Soya (c/Jbs) 

24.18 

Spot 

9 D 

FR Franc 

0.1177 

0.1183 
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Spot 


JP Yen 

0.4856 

0.488 
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0 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

0.3501 

0JJ519 

Rice ($/ton) 

415 

Spot 


IT Lira 

0.4003 

0.4023 


Algeria to boost oil production 


ALGIERS (AFP> — Algeria 
plans to boost its oil production 
by 80 per cent over the next 
four years. Energy Minister 
Youssef Yotisft said in an inter- 
view publislied in At Khnhar. 
Algerian produces ahout 

950.000 barrels of oil per day. 
It hits twice reduced its pro- 
duction by 50.1 XW. then by 

30.000 hiirrels per day in line 
with ih.vi.unns i if the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries lOPFt'i in uem 


price falls. 

Yuue.fi told the daily Algeria 
would do ail it could — in 
coordination with other OPEC 
countries — to “increase prices 
while bringing back a balance 
between supply and demand." 

The minister said that 25 for- 
eign firms from 19 countries 
now had operations in the oil 
Industry in Algeria 

He added that L’.S. firms 
accounted for no more than 50 
per cent of foreign activity in 


Algeria but acknowledged 
that the United Stales played 
"an important role in discovery 
of oil." 

The energy minister also 
credited South African firms 
with leading “oil prospecting 
and drilling operations." 

He said he planned to visit 
South Africa in September to 
consolidate cooperation 
between the two countries in 
the areas of mining and energy- 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Changed the 
/•ail cbicr 

10 'Fearol Flying" 
author Jcng 
15 Correlated 
n? Jaffa and 
Barrett 
17 Endunng 
I.- Srnging cowboy 
Gene 

19 Gcd of icve 
ZC< Comic Conway 
CJ Duration 

equivalent «d. 

24 RofcbPrs 

25 CD add-on? 

2? Light gas 

30 Seventh Greek 
letter 

31 Entrance line 

32 Offered one's 
services 

06 Superlative 
suffix 

37 "Reversal ol 
Fortune" star 
28 Articulate 
39 Horse-race 
finer 

*51 _ Paulo. Brazil 

-S3 Obligatorily 

15 a Most 
Unusual Day" 
48 Meadow 
47 Female relative 
-s.; Little piggy 
Enlarges 
tv'eving vehicle 

54 Length times 
width 

55 Can opener? 

57 Sick in the 

.T.UC) 

56 Targer-spotwris 
interjection 

60 Innkeepers 
Waterproof 
wool cloth 
6? Grease or oil. 
e.g. 

£'■ Wormy shapes 
6" Extras 
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Peanuts 


HOW DOES THIS SOUND? 
* IN FARMERS' FIELDS 
THE POPPIES BLOUT 



DID YOU SAY "FARMERS" 
OR “FLANDERS"? 



By Edgar Fontaine 
Dlghton, MA 


□OWN 

•1 Uses a lasso 

2 __ now and 
again 

3 Evila of 
Argentina 


4 God of war 

5 Equivalent of 
'Mac 1 in Arabic 
names 

6 Persona __ 
grata 

7 Cycle or pod 
starter? 

8 Related on the 
mother's side 

9 Courier 

10 Epoch 

11 Disorderly 
retreat 

12 Head off 

13 Merry-go-round 

14 Lack of balance 

21 Distribute 

24 Pliable 

25 Fiery 

26 Unavoidable 

27 Makes unhappy 

29 Sister 

32 Accessed 

33 Sacred 
pageants 

34 Unfinished 
work 

35 Water in the 
Seine 
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40 Toronto's 
province: abbr. 

43 On deck 

44 Bloom-to-be 

50 Approximately 

51 Episcopalian 
deric 

52 Entertainment 
venue 


S3 Makes a home 
55 1958 Pulitzer 
winner 

57 Nutmeg spice 
59 light switch 
positions 

61 “EH' network 

62 Wrath 

S3 Be appropriate 


Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


Wft. WHAT j accOENT 1 ARE VtXJ ALL. L/ NO, 
HAPPENED ?A L RIGHT? PWBQW) BUT 

"XT' HURT? ^ r . _ -7 



X WS DWIVTNCi \J' 
FINE WHEN 1 
sucoeNLV-aAN 6 »| 
sox BACKED up 

BAWGfi 

bang 


N OUR GARAGE 
I WAS TRVING 
TO BACK 
OUT/ 


THE BETTER HALF, By Glasbergen 



tit*! 'P lis . l ? ext song is a bluesy 

tnno!hi nat,, i 9 - c - aI1 * Put y° ur hands 
together and join me on the chorus/ 


Unscramble Ihese four Jumbles 
one letter m each square, to form 

lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hsnri Arnold and Mika AigifKW 


DAME 
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m 

mmm 
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IB 
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mmm 
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Answer: THE** 

A, 



IMPORTANT FO& 
AN ASTRONAUT'S 
WEPP1NG. 


Now arrange the circled letters » 
form the surprise answer, atiMfr 
gosfed bv ihe ebove cartoon. • - 
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Yastnroayv 


Jumhtes 

Answer 


P 1 P 6 R 


(Answers Monday 
WHINE HORROR PACKET 
what the low iruck operator often feels 
hkc — a WRECK 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Kanaan calls for opening Palestinian and 
Iraqi markets to overcome local recession 


** FORMER PLANNING minister Taher 
Kanaan called for opening the Palestinian 
and Iraqi markets to overcome the eeonora- 
ic'recession that the Kingdom is suffering 
from. In a lecture he delivered recently at A1 
Fayba Club, Kanaan said the main reason 
for the recession was the loss of the tradi- 
tional markets such as Iraq and the Arab 
Gulf states during the past years in addition 
to the inability to enter the Palestinian mar- 
ket which, despite peace, remains a captive 
of the Israeli economy. 

He called for opening the Palestinian mar- 
ket which can absorb Jordanian products 
worth in excess of $500 milli on. 
Furthermore, the urged the Jordanian indus- 


try to face up to the coming internarionaJ 
competition in light of joining the World 
Trade Organisation and the partnership 
agreement with Europe. Kanaan stressed 
facing the competition challenge requires 
retraining of manpower and fundamental 
administrative reform of the government. 

Kanaan emphasised the importance of 
encouraging foreign investments and 
putting an end to bureaucratic measures that 
currently exist in the Department of 
Customs and other institutions. He called 
for concentrating on basic and qualitative 
education and separating it from higher 
education tAJ Ra‘i). 


Poverty , unemployment rates continue rising 


** DESPITE SPENDING around JD140 
null ion on the social w’ork sector during 
1997, excluding the amounts spent by the 
Ministry of Health and Medical Care, the 
Ministry of Education and private sector 
benevolence, the rats of poverty and unem- 
ployment are increasing, the minister of 
social development said in an open discus- 
sion recently. 

The minister. Mohammad Khair Mamser. 
said that also the problems of disability and 
begging have gone also out of proportion. 
“We are trying to pinpoint what is wrong 
and the operation gaps in order to rectify the 
situation.... Is it at the family, at the commu- 
nity, or at the ministry?" he added. 

Mamser revealed the Ministry of Social 
Development is heavily bloated with 1 ,7 11 
employees, 25 to 30 per cent of whom work 
outside the ministry as they are seconded to 
ihe National Aid Fund, the Queen Alia Fund 
and other welfare societies. He indicated 
that 40 per cent of the staff are workers clas- 


sified in the fourth category in the civil ser- 
vice manning table. 

The minister said the number of social 
work and psychiatric experts is not more 
than few tens when the ministry is in need 
of 800 specialised staff in the areas of dis- 
ability. special education, childhood and 
maternity. He concluded by stressing that 
although the administrative, technical and 
organisational structure of the social work 
activity is good, much negative aspects 
roust be remedied such as the scope and 
number of operating institutions. He indi- 
cated that there are 51 private and public 
organisations. 14 legislations for organising 
the work. 15 other laws related to social 
work and 20 regulations “This diversity cun 
be turned into a positive phenomenon if the 
role of the Higher Council for the Social Aid 
Network is activated to look after its plan- 
ning and coordinating objective." he said 
(A1 Dustour). 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19. 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES r-<March 21 to April 19) The suns in Leo and 
the moon’s heading that way. Are- you getting married? 
This kind of thing often happens when there’s a lot of 
Leo going on. Leo’s a very romantic and committed 
sign. If you’re.lhiiiking about -settling down for life or 
recommitting to your current relationship, you couldn’t 

TAURUS; (April 20 to May. 20)- This would be a great 
night Ip, have. the Cub Scouts over for a camp . out in 
your badk yard! It looks .like there’s something intense 
going on at your house anyway. The more the merrier, 
right? Something happens that rubs you .the wrong way 
later this evening; don’t get discouraged. Everything 
will work out fine. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’ll assimilate infor- 
mation more rapidly than ever during the next few 
(fays. .'Don’t waste this flash of brilliance by memoris- 
ing all your baseball cards unless that will help peddle 
them for profit. Right now, the overall theme is educa- 
tion, but it’s also making money. Put the two together 
to access abundance. . 

CANCER? (June 22 to July 21) There are many oppor- 
tunities to make money right now. Most of them require 
commitment That can be difficult for you, because you 
like to keep - your options open. The more stable you 
are. however, the more likely- you are to get additional 
chances to make money. Stop skittering around and set- 
tle on something. . 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Friday’s eclipse sets the 
stage. for the next several months. On Sunday, the sun 
will go into -Vugo and out of Leo. so until then you need 
to {an. things in place! This is the best chance you'll get 
this year. Don’t procrastinate, starttaking action. 
YBlGOri (August 22 to September 22) You're feeling 
pressure. Expect that feeling for the next few days. The 
amfs going into your sign Sunday. Between now and 
then you must finish whatever ’s not done. You're good 
at keeping up with things, but there might be a few 
items you haven’t checked off your list. Focus on them 
now L 

LIBRA: (September^ to October 22) There should be 
lots of activities- to choose from today. You and your 
friends love to get together and make things happen, so 
do it today. If you don't already have a team project 
going, ask around. You can start one up or join one 
that’s already underway. The latter looks like you best 
bet 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) The sun is in 
Leo and the moon is heading there too. There won’t be 
much tim e for fun and= games today. An older person 
wants all your attention and you'd be wise to give it. 
You could get an excellent opportunity to advance in 
your career, so do and say what’s expected. Heed a 
loved one’s advice. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) If 
you can manage to get away, this would be a great day 
to travel, especially on business: Perhaps you can talk 
your boss into letting, you scout out an area for a new 
location. No matter what you're selling, you’ll con- 
vince people to buy it 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Money is 
your theme today. You can save quite a bit,-but only if 
you focus on the bottom line. The tendency to spend 
will be strong* but you know you don’t heed that stuff, 
so don’t even order it. It’s not worth the tim e to take it 
tacklaier. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You can t do 
everything by yourself; there’s no point in trying. You 
have a strong person who’s willing to help.. Hand over 
most of the remainders to this individual. It s appropri- 
ate foe you to take a supporting, rather than a leading. 

role how. . 

PlSCES:-(February 20 to March 20) For the next cou- 
ple {lays* !y©u T ll.woiic-.y our- fingers to the bone. If it s 
at^Tonsolatibnphis'is as bad as it gets for the whole 
coming yean- Once this is over, life will look much eas- 
i^TSo hang in there, and try not to complain too much. 

. August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 


Exhibition 
in Kenya 
closes 

NAIROBI (Petra) — The sec- 
ond Jordanian industrial exhi- 
bition. in which 25 companies 
participated, concluded here 
Tuesdsay. 

The five-day exhibition was 
organised by the Jordan 
Exports Development and 
Commercial Centres Corpo- 
ration. Jordanian businessmen 
held talks with their Kenyan 
counterparts, said Abdul 
Karim Omar, head of the 
Jordanian delegation. 

Omar said several Kenyan 
businessmen and officials vis- 
ited the exhibition, stressing 
their keenness to enhance 
bilateral economic relations. 

He added that the exhibition 
was a good chance to acquaint 
Kenyan businessmen with 
Jordanian industries. 

The visitors opened direct 
contacts with the representa- 
tives of Jordanian companies 
in order to sign contracts that 
will enable Kenya and other 
African states to import 
Jordanian products at competi- 
tive prices. Kenyan Trade and 
Industry Minister Qassem 
Owanjo visited the exhibition 
and was briefed on the 
Jordanian products on display. 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 19, 1998 


Slow economy, Asia to hit 
profits of Israeli companies 


TEL AVIV (R) — A 
worsening domestic eco- 
nomic slowdown and the 
fallout from the Asian cri- 
sis will hurt second-quarter 
earnings of Israeli compa- 
nies. Bank Hapoalim said 
in a report. 

"After weighing all the 
factors, we see that in com- 
parison to the second quar- 
ter last year, corporate rev- 
enues will fall, especially 
following the aggravation 
of the slowdown in eco- 
nomic activity," the report 
said. 

Israel's economy grew at 
a sluggish 1.2 per cent 
annual rate in the first quar- 
ter. but Hapoalim cited 
indicators pointing to a fur- 
ther slowdown in the sec- 
ond quarter. 

It said gross and operat- 
ing margins would be hurt 
by" wage costs that grew 
sharply because collective 
agreements did not foresee 


UAE eyes 
$27-million 
fund open to 
expatriates 

DUBAI (AFP) — A $27- 
miilion fund partially open 
to expatriate investors is in 
the final stage of approval 
by the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) central 
bank, the fund's manager 
said Tuesday. 

The seven-year fund, set 
up by Oman and Emirates 
Investment Holding Co. 
(OEIHC). would be the 
UAE's second fund open 
to expatriate investors, the 
company’s portfolio man- 
ager Nabil Farhat told 
AFP. 

“We have submitted a 
proposal for an investment 
ratio of 51 per cent for 
UAE nationals and 49 per 
cent for expatriates, which 
we think likely to be 
approved,” Farhat said. 

The Majan 2 fund, which 
the company hopes to 
launch by the end of this 
year, is likely to be sold in 
blocks of S27.000. to be 
invested mainly in non-oil 
industrial projects in the 
UAE. 

Farhat said the fund 
could be expanded by a 
further 527 million in case 
of demand. 

Sixty P er cent °f OEIHC 
is owned equally by the 
Omani and UAE govern- 
ments. while the remaining 
stock is held by nationals 
of the two Arab Gulf 
states. The company has 
assets worth around 5120 
million. 

Its existing portfolio 
includes a S25 million 
investment in a UAE sugar 
plant. The company also 
plans investments in the 
petrochemical indusoy 
and a tourist resort, Farhat 
said. 


this year’s sharp decline in 
inflation. It said lower 
world commodities prices 
would partly offset higher 
wages. 

Hapoalim said the Asia 
crisis continued hurting- 
. Israeli - exporters to the 
region although relatively 
lightly. However, Israeli 
companies competing with 
Asians in domestic and 
third-country markets were 
feeling the competitive 
pinch of weaker Asian cur- 
rencies. 

It said financial costs 
would be higher due to high 
real domestic interest rates. 
Companies that borrowed 
in Foreign currency bur 
report in shekels would 
enjoy a slight drop because 


of the 0.2 per cent real 
appreciate of the Israeli 
shekel in the second quar- 
ter, Hapoalim said. 

The repon said the 
export-oriented chemicals 
sector would be hurt by the 
shekel's appreciation. Bank 
earnings would be continue 
falling from first-quarter 
level as growth in financial 
income slows and margins 
continue narrowing, 

Hapoalim said. 

Food retailers will show 
higher revenues because of 
new-store openings ' and 
wider margins because of 
falling commodities prices. 
However, seasonal factors 
would partly offset this as 
would supermarket price 
wars.\ 


Jordan and Kuwait 
to hold joint trade 
fair next month 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — - Jordan 
and Kuwait will bold a joint 
trade fair in Amman next 
month — the first such 
event- since the 1990 Gulf 
crisis severely strained bilat- 
eral lies. 

More than 50 Jordanian 
and 35 Kuwaiti companies 
will display products rang- 
ing from foodstuffs and 
plastics to petrochemicals 
and textiles in the trade fair 
scheduled to be held 
between Sept. 26 and Oct. 2, 
according to exhibition 
organisers — AJ Haditfaeh 
Establishment. 

Planning Minister Rima 
KhalaFs visit to Kuwait in 
June was the first of its kind 


by any Jordanian minister 
since the 1990 Gulf crisis in 
an attempt to revive trade 
and political ties after a six- 
year slowdown. 

The September trade fair, 
to be held at the 
International Motor Show, is 
seen as the first step towards 
improving the balance of 
trade — in favour of Jordan 
in 1997. Jordanian exports 
to Kuwait amounted to JD29 
million last year. 

Jordanian exports to 
Kuwait include limestone, 
fruits, vegetables and tex- 
tiles. while Jordanian 
imports from Kuwait 
include foodstuffs and 
petrochemicals. 
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Amra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 


Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


TOADVE 
IN THIS f? 
SECTION .Q 

5667171 EXT. 223 

OR 
5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 
Tel.: 03/2014340-41 
Fax: 03/2014339 


*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daffy & 
Long Stay *Reasonabte Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® gp.com. jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour. Wm 
at our shop and. get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 






Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


Curlier 

VERSACE 


Visit Us At 

www.vlparab.cpm/vipgm 


Shaban lnt*l Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 59330 





rlSE IN THIS 

GALL 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 


L’olwier Restaurant 

* 


Abdoun 5929564 



Real Estate 

S WEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 
w. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
. AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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Banned list may increase 


at 2000 Olympics 


SYDNEY (AP’i — The number of substances on the banned 
list may be increased for the Sydney 2000 Olympics despite 
a push for a reduction, an International Olympic Committee 
member said Tuesday. 

Australian Phil Coles, a member of the IOC and AOC, 
said the current list of banned substances was too long but 
was only likely to grow before Che next Olympics. 

"There is an extensive list called prohibited substances 
which is too long and very complicated," Coles said. “The 
list belongs to the IOC and its medical commission. It will 
be very hard to reduce, in fact they might even add to it.” 
Leading Australian officials want the IOC to remove sub- 
stances found in common medicines which provide no real 
performance-boost but cause unwary athletes to test posi- 
tive. 

“It’s pretty' hard to pul a handle on it." said Coles. “You 
and I can go to a chemist when we have got a headache 


but athletes can’t.” 

Coles criticised commenrs made by IOC medical com- 
mission chief Prince Alexandre de Merode in an interview 
with French newspaper Le Figaro this week. 

De Merode said the IOC should continue its drive to stop 
the use of doping substances and strive to standardise dop- 
ing regulations and improve education. 

De Merode criticised IOC president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch for recently proposing a reduction in the list of 
banned drugs. 

“The president can have his opinions." de Merode told Le 
Figaro. T do not understand, and they make me aghast." 

Coles said of de Merode: “A lot of people are hoping he 
might retire. He’s been there such a long time. You never 
know what he’s going to say.” 


Spain denies allegations that its 
sports doctors encourage doping 


MADRID I AP) — The government 
Tuesday angrily denied allegations 
by the International Olympic 
Committee’s anti-doping chief that 
Spanish sports physicians encour- 
age athletes to take performance- 
enhancing drugs. 

“Under no circumstances will we 
allow the good name of Spain’s ath- 
letics federations and athletes to be 
smeared." said Deputy Secretary of 
State for Sports Eduardo Ayuso. 

The government will send the 
head of the IOC medical commis- 
sion. Prince Alexandre de Merode. 
a letter demanding that he explain 
his comments about drugs in 
Spanish sports. Ayuso said. 

De Merode said in Monday's edi- 
tion of the French newspaper Le 
Figaro that some Spanish doctors 
have “rejected the ethics of their 
profession.” 

"One must not forget that Spanish 
sports, for a long time, has had ten- 
dencies toward doping." he was 


quoted as saying. “A president of 
the Spanish athtetics federation has 
even been excluded because he 
refused to select athletes who had- 
n’t taken doping substances." 

Ayuso said Spanish sports offi- 
cials are mystified by these 
remarks. 

“We simply do not understand 
why he said this." said Ayuso. who 
heads Spain's anti-doping commis- 
sion. “In Spain the fight against 
drugs in sports has been growing 
for years." 

He said the national testing labo- 
ratory was internationally respect- 
ed. and through bilateral agree- 
ments served as the official testing 
facility for a number of countries, 
such as Portugal. Colombia. 
Mexico and Venezuela. 

De Merode for his part was 
responding to comments by IOC 
president Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
who is Spanish, proposing a reduc- 
tion in the list of banned drugs. 


Ayuso said the IOC official had 
misconstrued Samaranch's com- 
ments, which came in an interview 
with a Spanish newspaper. 

Ayuso said what Samaranch 
apparently is seeking is to update 
the list by eliminating substances 
that athletes used to take to boost 
their performance but which are 
now outdated and rarely used. 

De Merode 's comments came just 
three days before the IOC executive 
board is due to meet to discuss the 
growing drug scandals in sports. 
The IOC has scheduled a world- 
wide anti-doping summit in 
January. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Empofi sack coach 


MILAN (AFP) — Luigi Delneri was sacked as coach of 
Italian Serie A side Empoli on Monday after less than 
three months in the job. Delneri wanted to scrap the 3-4- 
3 line-up used sucessfully by his predecessor Luciano 
Spalleiti. now at Sampdona. to a 4-4-2 formation which 
saw them beaten by third division Livorno last week. 
Club president Fabrizio Corsi said: “There’s no point 
hiding the fact that we were very pleased with what the 
team did last season, and that we don't want to change 
the system of play." With the new season starting on the 
weekend of September 12/13. Corsi said: “It’s better to 
take a decision now. rather than in a month's time." No 
immediate announcement was made of Delneri 's 
replacement. 


not scheduled to play. Rafter's triumph kept Sampras 
from retaking the top spot from Chile's Mareelo Rios, 
who is playing at Indianapolis this week. For most top 
players this will be the final tuneup event for the US 
Open, which begins August 31 in New York. 


Cooper set to sign for Boro 


Paris to host European Cup final 


BUDAPEST I AFP) — The European Athletics 
Association tEA.Ai announced here on Monday that 
Paris will replace Italian city Florence as the host for 
next year’s European Cup Superleague final. The 
European Cup. which in the men’s event has been won 
by the British for the past two years, will take place at 
the Charlety stadium front June 19-20 after the Italians 
failed to convince the EAA that they had the infrastruc- 
ture in place to host the event. Carl-Olaf Honten. Finnish 
President of the EAA. added that the European team for 
the forthcoming World Cup to be held in September in 
Johannesburg will be selected based on performances 
arising from the European athletics championships 
which start here on Tuesday. The European men’s team 
w ill be made up of athletes from every country exclud- 
ing Great Britain and Germany, who have qualified by- 
right for the World Cup. and the women's would be 
drawn from everywhere apart from current European 
Cup holders Russia and runners-up Germany, who also 
qualified automatically. The European Cup First League 
Group A. which includes Ireland's newly promoted men 
and women’s teams, is slated to be held in Lahti. 


MIDDLESBROUGH (AFP) — Colin Cooper discussed 
personal terms with Middlesbrough here on Tuesday 
after Nottingham Forest accepted a £2.5-million bid for 
the former England centre-half. The 3 1 -year-old Cooper, 
who missed his side’s 2-1 defeat at Arsenal on Monday 
with an ankle injury', started his career as a Boro junior 
before moving to Millwall and then the City Ground. 
Middlesbrough went into Saturday’s Premiership opener 
with Gary' Pallister and Gianiuca Fesra injured and Steve 
Vickers suspended. They made the offer for the player at 
the weekend. Forest boss Dave Bassett confirmed the 
bid had been accepted: “I had a gentleman’s agreement 
with Colin — it wasn’t in his contract — fhar if they ever 
came in for him. I would tell him." 


Olympic champion hit by the flu 


Finland, on June 5-6 and the First League Group B. 
which will involve Spain’s men’s and women’s teams, in 


Athens on the same weekend. 


Rain rules at ATP International 


NEW HAVEN (AFPi — Rain ruled the opening day of 
the SI million ATP International here Monday, with only 
one match completed before showers wiped out the first 
session. American Geoff Grant bounced Czech Slava 
Dosedel 6-2. 6-3. but rain postponed another dozen 
matches, four of those after they had stoned. Top seed 
Pete Sampras and reigning U.S. Open champion Pat 
Rafter, the Australian who beai Sampras in Sunday’s 
ATP Championship final, have first-round byes and were 


BRISBANE (API — Dual Olympic 1.500-metre swim- 
ming champion Kieren Perkins has been hit by the flu a 
week before the Australian team depans for next 
month’s Commonwealth Games. The triple world record 
holder and 1 992 and 1 996 Olympic champion has been 
away from the limelight since the Atlanta Games and 
failed to qualify for the world championships earlier this 
year. He said he was returning to his best form, but the 
illness has forced him to stop training for the games, 
starting in Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia, on Sept. 11. “It 
can’t be good because he only gets out of the water in 
extreme circumsiances." said Perkins’ father and man- 
ager Kevin Perkins. “He needs it like a hole in the 
head." Perkins was due to leave Brisbane with other 
members of the Commonwealth Games swim team next 
week. The 41-member team will spend three days in 
Perth, Australia, before flying to a training camp in 
Singapore on Aug. 2S to prepare for the KL Games. 
“He’s not feeling very happy and he’s still not too 
good." said Kevin Perkins. “It’s not clear when he’ll be 
able to gel back into the water.” 


‘Rafter 

donated 


half U.S. 
Open 


winnings 


to charity’ 


SYDNEY (AP) — Patrick 
Rafter secretly donated 
half of his prizemoney for 
winning last year’s U.S. 
Open to help sick children 
in his home state of 
Queensland. Australia. 

Rafter, who has hit peak 
form by winning two tour- 
naments in the post fort- 
night as he prepares to 
defend his title this month, 
gave away half of his $ 
650.000, according to his 
mother Jocelyn Rafter. She 
said the money was used to 
build a games room for ter- 
minally ill children. 

“He likes to share, he 
likes to help to do things 
for people and particularly 
for children." Jocelyn 
Rafter told Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. 

Tuesday. T don’t know if 
that has anything to do with 
coming from a big family 
where the whole family is 
orientated that way any- 
way." 

Rafter, the World No. 3. 
won his only Grand Slam 
at Flushing Meadow last 
year. Former World No.l 
John McEnroe recently 
said the Australian was a 
likely “one-slam wonder" 
but Rafter showed he was 
in strong form with victory 
over Pete Sampras in the 
final of the Great American 
Championship in Ohio on 
Sunday. 

He has won more than S 1 
million in the past fort- 
night. 


Deschamps 
questioned 
in doping 
investigation 


ROME (AP) — French 
midfielder and world 
champion Didier 

Deschamps was questioned 
Tuesday by a prosecutor 
looking into allegations 
that top players in Italy’s 
first division soccer league 
took performance-enhanc- 
ing substances. 

Deschamps. captain of 
the French national team 
and a Juvcnlus veteran, 
walked past reporters after 
a two-hour meeting with 
prosecutor Raffaele 

Guarinicllo in Turin. 

The doping investigation 
stemmed from an interview 
by AS Roma coach Zdcnck 
Zeman who said he was 
ama/ed by the quick mus- 
cular development of play- 
ers including Gianiuca 
Vialli and Alessandro Del 
Piero, a star-forward for 
Juvenilis. 

Guriniello has already 
met with Vialli and Del 
Piero, who both denied tak- 
ing illegal substances. He 
also questioned Zeman. 
who stuck to his allegations 
but did not say which 
banned drugs the players 
allegedly use. 

In a separate investiga- 
tion. the ami-doping com- 
mission of the Italian 
Olympic Committee was 
due to meet later Tuesday 
with Juvcnlus trainer 
Giatnpiero Vcntronc and 
Inter couch Luigi Simoni. 
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Arsenal's Frenchman Emmanuel Petit, left chases 

Stone during the F.A. Premiership match at Highbury in London. Petit scored in the 
match and Arsenal won 2-1 (AP Photo) 


Petit sets up Arsenal victory 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Emmanuel Petit and Marc 
Overmurs gave Arsenal a 
winning start to their 
defence of the Premiership 
tide here on Monday night. 

Petit’s opener in the 58th 
minute and Overmars' sec- 
ond in the 79th bracketed 
Nottingham Forest’s only 
reply, from former England 
international Geoff 

Thomas. 

Highbury was packed for 
the Double- winners' return 
to Premiership action and 
fans roared their approval as 
the League and FA Cup tro- 
phies were brought out in 
the early evening sunshine. 

Manager Arsene Wenger 
received a huge reception 
when he stepped up just 
before the kick-off to be 
presented with the Manager 
of the Year award. 

Wenger sent out the same 
line-up which started the 3- 
0 FA Charity Shield win 
against Manchester United. 
Neither of his summer sign- 
ings. Argentina's Nelson 
Vivas and young 
Frenchman David Grondin. 
made it on to the substi- 
tutes' bench. 

Promoted Forest opened 
with Jean-Claude 

Darchvillc. a 700.000- 
pounds buy from French 
Club Rennes, on his own up 
from. 

An ultimately scrappy 
first half gave no him of the 
excitement to come. 
Arsenal sparkled fitfully but 
much of their passing 
lacked crispness. Forest, 
with five men across the 
middle, could not gel for- 
ward quickly enough to 
pose a regular threat. 

Efforts on goal came from 
moments of individual 
inspiration. The closest to a 
coal came in the 23rd 


minute when Nicolas 
Anelka brought down a 
diagonal ball from Patrick 
Vieira, skipped past Steve 
ChenJe and hit rhe post 
from a tight angle. 

Forest, who had been vis- 
ibly growing in confidence, 
began to look streiched. Lee 
Dixon got behind them 
more than once but his early 
crosses seemed to take 
Anelka by surprise. Marc 
Overmnrs almost broke 
through as the half-hour 
approached. 

Forest hit back through a 
30-yard drive from Steve 
Stone which whistled past 
the post. Darchville also 
looked consistently danger- 
ous as Arsenal struggled to 
come to terms with his 
pace. In the 36th minute 
Seaman saved with his legs 
from the Frenchman at the 
near post after good work 
by Thierry Bonalair. 

The visitors replaced Jon- 
Olav Hjelde at half-time 
with Des Lyttle. The big 
Norwegian defender pulled 
a hamstring in the dying 
moments of the first half 
and could not continue. 
Despite the enforced reor- 
ganisation they settled more 
quickly and looked sharper 
in most areas of the pitch. 
After 49 minutes Geoff 
Thomas missed a great 
chance after another stirring 
run down the right by 
Bonalair. Almost immedi- 
ately. Anelka slid a shot past 
Dave Beasant’s far post at 
the other end. 

Three comers in succes- 
sion came to nothing for 
Forest but they continued to 
press .Arsenal. The sense 
grew of a cup-tie in which 
giant-killing was on the 
cards. 

Arsenal responded in typ- 
ical fashion. Rav Parlour 


was bundled over at the end 
of a surging run and froci 
Denis Bergkamp’s free-kick 
Tony Adams headed against 
the bar. Emmanuel Petit, 
World Cup warrior, stooped 
to nod in the rebound. 

The dam was breached 
and for five minutes Arsenal 
poured through the gap. 
With an hour gone, Anelka 
slipped his markers again 
but his shot ran across the 
face of the goal. But Fewest 
gradually recovered their 
poise and found their way 
forward again. 

Thomas compensated for 
his earlier miss in the 76th 
minute. Avoiding a lunging 
challenge from Adams he 
finished a forceful tun 
through the middle with a 
firm shot beyond Seaman. 

Bergkamp had a quiet 
night by his standards but 
he almost hit back immedi- 
ately. His shot from the 
edge of the area embar- 
rassed Beasant who conced- 
ed the comer. 

Two minutes . lata 
Overmars broke from 
halfway and was immedi- 
ately clear of the defence. 
Beasant blocked his first 
shot but the ball bounced 
back to the flyitg 
Dutchman who hooked it 
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Forest threw on Marlon 
Harewood but could make 
no further impression on the 
Arsenal defence. Steve 
Slone and Glyn Hodge 
were both lucky to stay on. 
following first-half .book- 
ings with clear fouls. At the 
end. Petit almost emulated 
his World Cup Final feat bat 
the ball stayed out. Perhaps 
3- 1 would have been an 
injustice to Forest 


Baggio doubtful for Champions League tie 


MILAN (AFP) — Inter Milan 
could pay a high price for their 
Spngnofn Trophy victory after 
Robert*) Baggio pulled a thigh 
muscle and could miss next 
week’s European Champions 
ijxiguc tic. 

Monday night’s trophy, 
organised in memory of 
Genoa fan Vincenzo 
Spacnolo. who was slabbed to 
death by an AC Milan sup- 
porter in January JW5. saw 
Inter come from a goal down 
to beat Genoa 4-2. 

But there was a nasty sur- 
prise waiting for coach Gigi 
Simoni. when Baggio limped 
off ut half-time and was 
ordered three days' complete 
rest. 

“It’s a major blow for as. it’s, 
just what we didn't need." said 
the coach. ‘Ten minutes 
before the end of the first half, 
he felt a slight pain and when 
there were three nr four min- 
ute; to go. he asked to come 
off'. 


“In the end, he stayed on and 
I thought it was nothing. I did- 
n't even bother to ask how he 
was during the second half. It 
was only ai the end that I 
realised it was a sprain, and 
now I just hope it clears up 
quickly." 

Baggio, who will miss this 
week's friendly ar Napoli, had 
been the star of Inters 4-0 first 
leg victory last week over 
Skonto Riga, setting up all of 
the first three goals and scor- 
ing the fourth. Next 
Wednesday. Inter head for 
Latvia to finish ihe job. 

Baggio a/so lined up another 
goal against Genoa and has 
already established himself as 
a key figure in Inter's 1993/99 
campaign. 

On the plus side. Monday's 
test showed the growing suc- 
cess of their new 20-year-old 
striker Nicola Ventola and 19- 
vear-old playmakcr Andrea 
PirJo. 

After finding the target 


against Skonio Riga, Wcttk 
scored the last two Inter goal' 
against Genoa, one of them 
header from a superb I 
cross. 

“I'm getting better w* 
every game.” said Ventda. ' 
who paid tribute to his soft*: 
partner, Chilean veteran 6® 
Zamorano. 

“With this group of pto}®* 
and being with ZamoranoT 01 
learning something new eva? 
day — things I need for te 
present and also for 
ftiture," he said- 

Ventola’s dream is to 
his place in the side wj® 
Ronaldo returns and to pB) 
alongside the Brazilian 
next season. 

Ronaldo is expected * 
Inter's La Pinetina tai® 1 *' 
base near Lake Coma ®JJ 
Thursday. However, vj, 
save his debut for either f* 
Italian Cup on Wedne®- 
Sept 9 or when the Sait ' * 
starts the following weefcfl* 
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fr ■ Squash federation in full swing 
in preparation for Pan-Arab Games 
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... By Hasher Majoka 

Special to the Jordan Times 

|1 V AMMAN — Jordan Squash 
^Federation's (JSF) preparations for 
the next years Pan- Arab Games are 
c-~i n fuU swing with a number of tour- 
^ fenam enfs and training camps as well 
-|§ £as_ a new coach on the cards for the 
188 ivpatidoaJ team. JSF president, Jawdat 
$ Abdul Mun'em told the Jordan 
"jimes. 

’V “The national team attended a 

* -training camp in Egypt last month 
.and is currently in Lebanon for 
another one," Abdul Mun’em said. 
“Two more training camps are sched- 
uled in the upcoming months, one in 
Egypt and another one in Pakistan." 

AdbuJ Mun'em said the federation 
had been allotted JD 65,000 in prepa- 
ration for the Games, of which about 
ID 8,000 had already been utilised. 

Squash is one of the 12 out of 19 
federations whose budget for the 
next year's Pan-Arab Games has 
already been approved by the Jordan 
Olympic Committee (JOC). 

The Games are scheduled to be 


held in July-August next year in 
Amman. Many sports federations 
have complained about the delays in 
the funds allocation which, they say, 
hampers preparation of the athletes. 
The JOC, on its pan. accused some 
federation of presenting “exaggerat- 
ed and illogical figure" in their bud- 
gets. 

Abdul Mun’em said the squash 
team that will be competing in the 
Pan-Arab Games has already been 
chosen and has participated in a 
number of tournaments. These 
include the Asian Championships 
where Jordan was placed 5th out of a 
total of IS participating teams. 

He further added that the national 
team shall also be competing in the 
Asian Games to be held in Bangkok 
in December. He said it was an excel- 
lent opportunity to assess the team's 
performance and chart out future 
training programmes accordingly. 

Another venue for honing the play- 
ers skills shall be the Arab Clubs 
Squash Tournament that shall be held 
at the Hussein sports City and H&an 
Squash Complex Aug. 27-30. 


Competition for the Under- 14 and 
Under- 1 9 titles shall commence SepL 
1 -5th. he added. 

An additional JD 6.000 have been 
made available for the hosting of this 
tournament in Jordan Abdul Mun’em 
told the Jordan Times. 

“Currently the team is being 
coached by Wa’el Tabbalat. however 
services of a professional Pakistani 
coach have been acquired and he 
shall hike over at the beginning of 
next year,” Abdul Mun'em said. “We 
hope that will have a positive impact 
on the technique and performance of 
our players.” 

Abdul Mun’em said that the feder- 
ation enjoys full support from His 
Royal Highness Prince Hasson who 
is an enthusiastic squash player, as 
well as the JOC and the Ministry of 
Culture and Youth. 

Jordanian squash teams has tradi- 
tionally performed well in the Arab 
and regional arenas. Jordan won the 
Arab Championships three times 
before 1 986 when Egypt joined com- 
petition and has managed to secure 
the second spot ever since. 


European Athletics Championships 

Diagana’s injury casts doubt on hopes 
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;ague tie 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — 
France’s -world 400 metres 
hurdles champion 

Stephane Diagana’s won 
his heat here on Tuesday at 
the European Athletics 
Championships but his 
hopes of the title looked in 
some doubt as a recurring 
thigh injury flared up. 

The ’ 29-year-old, who 
won bronze in these cham- 
pionship^., in 1994, said 
that it haft been giving him 
trouble over the past week 
and hehaif only trained for 
the. firsttime in five days 
on Monday^,. .. 

“It’s something like a 
trapped ~ nerve near the 
groin r that_ then filters 
‘diy«W‘ J tc^myiiiigh. I want- 
ed to mp'48 seconds today 
but aftetthe first two hur- 
dles Ldedded to ease up 
because its not worth risk- 
ing it,” Diagana, who ran 
49.28, said. 

“I fell ir when I wanned 
up jiist before I came over 
to the track. It’s very' frus- 
trating but I hope that by 
tomorrow it will have 
improved,” he added. 

Diagana, who has 
blamed his injury* plagued 
season on taking too much 
time off after winning the 
; world title in Athens last 
August, won with plenty 
to spare but he will face a 
tough task, if not 100 per- 
' cent fit. against the in form 
Russian Ruslan 

Maschenko. 

Maschenko, who has 
been performing excellent- 
ly .on the Grand Prix cir- 
cuit filling the runners-up 
role behind all conquering 
American Brian Bronson,, 
sailed through his heat in a 
time of 50.30. 

‘If I am to give 
Maschenko a real battle 
then I am going to have to 
"be reaHy fit and with no 
nagging worries,” Diagana 
-said: 

The men’s 100 metres 
heats "produced few sur- 
prises as the three British 
favourites Marlon 

Devonish, Darren 

Campbell and Dwain 
Chambers qualified for the 
second round, but the trio 
were not taking anything 
for granted that they would 
fill - the . podium places, 
maintaining Britain’s win- 
fling streak which styretch- 
* lD W *•-*«* to 1986 when 
e i[her I ynford Christie won his 
lebut for first of three tides. 

Chambers, who is the 
junior record holder. 
®ade. a flying start but 
eased "down 5 metres 
put allowing Greek world 
®ripor 60 metres champi- 
Charambelos Papadias 
to take the heat in the 

fastest time of the morning 

1027.,.- 

very comfortable 
out : there but it really hits 
y^the. difference between 
|he junior 'Europeans and 
seniors, it sorts the 
®ca:ffom the boys!" he 
said. ^ . J 

-However, Pm going to 
®^.the most of it and 
ve got a big smile on my 
face which is going to be 


Britain’s Dwain Chambers CL) leads the pack during the first round of the men’s 100 
metres event at the 17th European Athletics Championships in Budapest August 18. 
Chambers finis hed the heat in second place with a time of 10.28 seconds (Reuters 
photo) 
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Switzerland’s David Dolle races out of the starting block during the first round of the 
men’s 100 metres race at the 17th European Athletics Championships in Budapest 
Doile won his heat in a time of 1036 seconds (Reuters photo) 




-alt 4*401 Jr - 


very difficult to wipe off!” 
he added. 

Chambers' smile almost 
widened to an irreversible 
width when the man he 
designated as the biggest 
danger Angelos PavJakis 
faded badly to finish fifth 


he 

a 


in his heat, although 
scraped through as 
fastest loser. 

Norway’s European 200 
metres champion Geir 
Moen, who won silver in 
the 100 behind Christie in 
1994, also laid down his 


challenge for the gold win- 
ning in a time of 10.38. 

“I hate these morning 
heats because I’m usually 
real ly 1 azy early in the 
morning. I'm much more 
up for-it in the evening!*’ 
he said. 
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Mike Ty son 


Tyson hearing 
set for Sept. 9 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) — Mike Tyson's 
application to return to boxing will be 
decided here on Sept. 9 by the five-man 
panel that stripped him of his fighting 
license 14 months earlier. 

The Nevada Athletic Commission sched- 
uled (he hearing here Monday after taking 
into consideration issues of security and 
venue size. 

It is unknown whether or not Tyson plans 
to speak on his behalf. He did so at a simi- 
lar hearing in New Jersey last month after 
applying to have his fighting license 
renewed in that state. 

Tyson withdrew that bid one day before it 
was to be decided in favour of applying for 


re-instateraent here. 

His case will be come before the men who 
banished him in July of last year after he 
chewed off a chunk' of Evander Hoi y fie Id ’.n 
right ear in a heavyweight title fight in June 
of 1997. 

Tyson has yet to show the form of his 
youthful days since serving a three-year 
prison sentence for rape. He won two titles 
but has lost much of his invincible aura in 
the wake of two defeats at Holy field's 
hands. 

Tyson has fought only six times in the 
past seven years. 


Philippoussis, Pioline advance 



Boban 

dreams 

after 

World Cup 
nightmare 

MILAN ( AFP) — Zvonimir 
Boban believes that if he 
can overcome a mistake 
which cost Croatia a place 
in the World Cup final, be 
can also cope with the cur- 
rent revolution at AC Milan. 

Milan have changed their 
players, coach, training 
methods and system of play 
under new boss Alberto 
Zaccheroni, who is preach- 
ing the 3-4-3 appraoch he 
used successfully last sea- 
son with Udinese. 

The project is fraught with 
problems, given that 
Milan’s old guard have 
played 4-4-2 for more than a 
decade, but Boban is con- 
vinced ir can work. 

And the Croatian skipper 
is no stranger to dealing 
with hurdles, having over- 
come a major one after 
guiding his country into the 
semi-finals of France 98 and 
them committing a terrible 
blunder. 

With the scores level at 1- 
1, Boban lost possession to 
Lilian Thuram on the edge 
of the penalty area at the 
Stade de France on July 8. 

The Frenchman went on 
to score a 70th minute win- 
ner which sent the hosts into 
a victorious final with 
Braz'd, and Croatia into a 
third-place play-off where 
they beat the Dutch 2-1. 

“I'm over it now, because 
fortunately there was the 
game against. Holland three 
days later and that went 
well,” Boban said. “But at 
the time, as captain of the 
Croatia team, it was a 
drama. 

“After that, though, I 
realised that I had done so 
much for the team up to that 
point that I shouldn’t feel 
guilty about the mistake.” 

~ The next challenge facing 
the 39-year-old midfielder is 
the 1998/99 season, and the 
change in the way Milan 
play. 

“We're working on it, he 
said. “We're trying to under- 
stand what Zaccheroni 
wants, but we don't under- 
stand it fully yet. However, 
the fact that we're not there 
yet doesn't mean we haven't 
made progress. 

“We are aware that we are 
changing things after so 
many years... but we are 
psychologically strong and 
the new recruits have real 
character," he told the 
Gazzetia dello Sport. 

“The important thing at 
the moment is to have the 
right spirit The results so far 
are be treated with caution ” 
Milan have won two of their 
three friendlies against for- 
eign clubs, but Boban 
warned: “We also had some 
great results last summer, 
and we all know what hap- 
pened when the season start- 
ed” 

Boban 's dream now is for 
the club to be once again at 
the top of Italian football. 


INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) 
— Mark Philippoussis. at 
ease once again with his 
tennis after months of 
tension and frustration, 
beat South African Grant 
Stafford 6-3. 6-2 at a $1 
million ATP event 
Monday. 

Still at odds with his 
Davis Cup captain John 
Newcombe and reported- 
ly some of his former 
Australian Teammates, 
22nd-ranked 

Philippoussis said he is 
putting the past behind 
him as the U.S. Open 
approaches. 

“I’m just getting back to 
basics in lennis. That’s 
what you need to do when 
things are tough.” 
Philippoussis said. “It's 
been frustrating for me, 
but I'm feeling fairly 
good on court now." 

Cedric Pioline also 
reached the second round, 
beating Czech Martin 
Damm 7-6 (7-2) 6-2. 

Spaniard Felix Mantilla 
stopped the upset streak 
of American Vince 
Spadea 7-5 7-6 (7/3). 
Spadea ousted Andre 
Agassi and Richard 
Krajicek back to back 
before going out to top 
seed Pete Sampras. 

David Wheaton had to 
survive a rain-interrupted 


Mark Philippoussis 

marathon before finally 
overcoming 1 7-year-old 
Taylor Dent 6-7 (1-7), 7- 
5. 6-1 in an all-American 
matchup. 

Wheaton relied on expe- 
rience to overcome the 
teenaged prodigy, son of 
former pro Phil Dent of 
Australia. 

New professional Bob 
Bryan defeated seasoned 
journeyman Steve 

Campbell 6-1. 0-6, 6-1 in 
a roller-coaster match to 
advance. 

“I’ve been a little bit 
sick, throwing up for the 
past four days." said 


Bryan, who received a 
wild card entry into the 
ATP Tour hardcourt 
event. 

“I didn't have much 
energy. I was trying to 
keep the points short and 
luckily I came out of the 
chute serving big. I just 
held on tight and luckily J 
played some good tennis 
in the third set." 

The victory was a mixed 
blessing for the 476th- 
ranked" U.S. collegiate 
champion. He will next 
face Chilean World No. I 
Marcelo Rios in the sec- 
ond round. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN UM UTHEINA 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, L- shaped dining 
and salon, deluxe furniture, central heating, satellite, 
telephone. Suitable for diplomatic missions. 

Please call Tel.: 4924949 and 5531099 


Furnished Ground Floor of 
2-Storey Villa For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, 
big salon, maid’s room, garden, garage, indepen- 
dent heating, telephone, deluxe furniture. Area: 420 
sq.m., three-year-old building. Location: Abdoun, 
Aleppo St., between U.S. and British embassies. 

Please contact Raed at 5663816. 


Moving Sale 

Furniture, Kids items. Electric items, 
all imprted from U.S.A. 
and in excellent condition. 

Call: 079-58089 


GALLERIA 

Tel: 5934793 ****** ww.cns.eom.jo/Galleria 




i2 News 
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Conflicting reports emerge 
confessions by suspect 



U.S. embassy bombings 


KARACHI (AFP) — A 
Palestinian arrested in Karachi 
confessed to a role in the 
bombings of U.S. missions in 
east Africa intelligence 
sources here said Monday, but 
a U.S. embassy statement in 
Nairobi denied this. 

The sources here said the 
arrested man told interrogators 
that Saudi dissident Osama 
Ben Laden, living in exile with 
the Taleban _ group in 
Afghanistan, financed the 
operation. 

Pakistan confirmed Sunday 
the arrest of the suspect named 
Mohammad Sadiq Mowaidda 
here on August 7. the day of 
the twin bombings in Nairobi 
and Dar Es Sal am. and said he 
was sent back to the Kenyan 
capital. 

The bombings in Kenya and 
Tanzania killed 257 people, 
including 12 Americans. 

But in Nairobi a joint U.S. 
embassy and Kenyan 
Criminal Investigations 
Department iCTD) statement 
said: "Mohammad Sadiq 

Odeh has not admitted any 
responsibility in the bombings 
in Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam, 
nor has he implicated anyone 
else in those events.” 

Kenyan CID Deputy 
Director Peter Mbuvi and 
Sheila Horan, die special agent 
in charge for the U.S. Federal 
Bureau of Investigations 
(FBD. confirmed that Odeh. 


also known as Abdul Bast 
Awadh and Mohammad Sadiq 
Mowaidda. had been returned 
to Kenya by Pakistan late on 
Friday. 

The suspect is currently 
being questioned by CID offi- 
cers and FBI agents, the state- 
ment said. 

However. sources in 
Pakistan quoted the suspect as 
saying he provided technical 
arid logistical support for the 
bombing in Nairobi. 

The 34-year-old told inter- 
rogators he was a member of a 
seven-man team including 
Egyptians and Lebanese, 
sponsored by Ben Laden, liv- 
ing as a guest of the Taleban 
Islamic group in Afghanistan, 
they said. 

Mowaidda was handed over 
to U.S. and Kenyan authorities 
in Pakistan and taken out of 
the country on a special U.S. 
flight from Karachi on August 
14, the sources said. 

The suspect was reported to 
have told interrogators the six 
others also travelled to Karachi 
from Nairobi bound for 
Afghanistan, where Ben 

Laden was to greet the group. 

He said his colleagues man- 
aged to pass through Karachi 
airport immigration and disap- 
pear. 

The sources said Pakistani 
investigators raided the 

addresses given on the disem- 
barkation cards, but these were 


found to be fake. A search was 
launched, but authorities sus- 
pect they could have slipped 
into Afghanistan. 

The sources quoted 
Mowaidda as saying he and 
other members of the group 
received military training in 
camps in Afghanistan dining 
the war against the former 
Soviet Union. 

Mowaidda said he joined the 
group two years ago and 
described Ben Laden as “our 
leader,” the sources said. 

Ben Laden, belonging to a 
Saudi family of construction 
tycoons and wanted by the 
United States and Saudi 
Arabia for allegedly 
bankrolling Islamist attacks, 
recruited the seven, the suspect 
said during the interrogation. 

The man said he was bon in 
Jordan and had a Kenyan wife. 
He said he had tought a 
Yemeni passport from a man 
named Abdul Basic in Kenya 
for S125. 

Afghanistan's Islamist 
Taleban group has denied Ben 
Laden was engaged in tenor- 
ism while on Afghan soil. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. 
embassy Monday began evac- 
uating non-essential staff* and 
their families from Pakistan in 
a security alert following the 
bombings in east Africa, diplo- 
matic sources and Pakistani 
foreign office said. 

The U.S. State Department 


on Sunday urged American 
citizens travelling or living 
abroad to “exorcise much 
greater than usual caution and 
review security practices." 

Visitor to the U.S. embassy 
in Islamabad found a notice 
saying the visa section has 
been “closed until further 
notice." 

The number of employees 
leaving the embassy and sub- 
sidiary missions in Pakistan 
was not immediately known. 

Non-emeigency personnel 
were authorised to leave 
Kenya and Tanzania, and were 
ordered out of Albania, Eritrea 
and Pakistan, the department 
said in a statement 

“Because of the possibility 
tfaar U.S. embassy facilities in 
a number of locations could be 
targeted, visitors should 
remain alert to the changing 
situation and exercise extreme 
caution.” the statement said. 

The department issued a 
separate travel warning for 
Pakistan. 

“American citizens currently 
in Pakistan are urged to con- 
sider carefully their security 
situation and...to consider seri- 
ously departing Pakistan,” it 
said. 

The foreign office in a state- 
ment here said “the U.S. 
administration has assured us 
that essential services never- 
theless will be maintained in 
Pakistan.” 


Mubarak, Arafat meet 
in Mersa Matrouh 


MERSA MATROUH 
(AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak met Tuesday 
with Palestinian 

President Yasser Arafat 
about the stalled Middle 
East peace process. 

Arafat did not speak 
with reporters on arrival 
at the aiiport Mersa 
Matrouh, a beach resort 
on the Mediterranean Sea 
270 kilometres west of 
the port of Alexandria. 
His meeting with Arafat 
was held at an undis- 
closed location nearby. 

The consultations come 
amid rising Palestinian 
frustration over Israel’s 
refusal to accept an 
American proposal on 
troop withdrawals from 
the West Bank. 

Egypt, meanwhile, has 
been working with 
France on a plan to call 
an international summit 
to try to get the negotia- 
tions back on track. The 


summit would involve 
Arab and Western nations 
interested in the Middle 
East peace process but 
would, initially, exclude 
Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

Mohammad Sobeih, the 
Palestinian representative 
to the Cairo-headquar- 
tered Arab League, said 
Arafat was discussing 
with Mubarak the “freeze 
in the peace process and 
the failure of all attempts 
to convince the Israelis to 
accept the American pro- 
posal." He said die 
Egyptian-French idea for 
a summit also would be 
brought up because 
“there are no fruits from 
the American attempts, so 
international efforts ore 
necessary." Egypt in 
1979 was the first Arab 
stale to sign a peace 
treaty with Israel and has 
long served as a mediator 
in Arab-Israeli talks. 


Iran appoints new envoy 
to France, speaks of 
‘positive evolution’ in ties 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
named a new ambassador 
to France Tuesday and 
said it detected a "posi- 
tive development” in 
bilateral relations ahead 
of a visit this week by 
French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine. 

Ali Reza Moayeri. 42, 
told AFP the French gov- 
ernment had agreed to his 
nomination to replace 
current ambassador. 
Hamid Reza Assefi. and 
that he would take over in 
late September. 

Moayeri is currently an 
advisor to President 
Mohammad Khatami and 
he previously counselled 
former President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjuni on 
international affairs. 

Meanwhile. foreign 
ministry spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohammadi 
said he also hoped 
Vedrine ‘s visit would 
lead to a “constructive 
cooperation on bilateral, 
regional and international 
issues.” 

“Given the positive 
development in our rela- 
tions with Paris, we hope 
the visit will open a new 
chapter in bilateral ties.” 
said Mohammadi, quoted 


by the official Iranian 
news agency JRNA. 

Vedrine is due to arrive 
late Friday for a two-day 
visit amid the thaw in 
relations since Khatami 
took office in August last 
year. 

IRNA said Monday that 
Vedrine's visit “is very- 
important and can be a 
turning point in rela- 
tions." 

Iranian Foreign 

Minister Kamal Kharazi 
has been invited to travel 
to France, but no date has 
been set. 

In May former French 
President Valery Giscard 
d'Estaing visited Iran. 

Roland Dumas was the 
last French foreign minis- 
ter to visit here in 1991 
amid tense relations 
between the Islamic 
republic and the 
European Union (EU). 

But a growing number 
of EU officials have been 
travelling here in the past 
year, encouraged by the 
promises of reform made 
by Khatami’s govern- 
ment. 


New Turkish army 
commander pledges 
to fight Islamism 


ANKARA (AFP) —Turkey's 
newly-appointed top military 
commander on Monday 
pledged to continue the army's 
determined fight against what 
it sees as rising Islamism. 

“Our people should remain 
vigilant against those who 
want to bring Shariah [Islamic 
law] to Turkey." General 
Hussein Kivrikoglu. chief of 
the Turkish General Staff, told 
military units in the eastern 
dry of Malaiya. 

“We have an important 
responsibility in preventing all 
activities that target the repub- 
lic and democracy." 
Kivrikoglu said, quoted by the 
Anatolia news agency. 

“Any deviation from basic 
principles of (he Turkish 
republic will cause destruction 
of our, national unity,” he 
added 

In Turkey's constitution, sec- 
ularism is cited among funda- 
mental principles of the repub- 
lic. 

Kivrikoclu's statement was 
his first public remark since he 
was named the country* top 
commander at a meeting of the 
Supreme Military Council on 
AueustO. 


Analysts said that through 
his remarks. Kivrikoglu defied 
comments by some 'Turkish 
and foreign press reports that 
be was “more moderate" 
regarding the army’s struggle 
against Islamists compared to 
his predecessor. General 
Ismail Hakki Karadayi. 

Kivrikoglu is due to formal- 
ly take over his post from retir- 
ing Karadayi on August 30. 

The Turkish army, under 
Karadayfs command, played 
a vital role in last year’s ouster 
of Turkey 's first Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan. 

Erbakan, who became pre- 
mier in June 1996, had to 
resign one year later under 
strong pressure by the military, 
which regards itself as guaran- 
tor of the country's secular 
regime. 

The army had accused 
Erbakan of encouraging 
Islamists. 

Since then the constitutional 
court has dissolved Erbakan’s 
pro-lslamic Welfare Party on 
charges that it has undermined 
the secular regime, and barred 
the former premier from poli- 
tics for five years. 


RUNNING AFTER DROPS OF WATER: Palestinian youth in the West Bank 
town of Hebron tries Tuesday to catch with his tongue water dripping from the 
back of a privately-owned tanker truck which was selling black market water to 
Hebron residents. Palestinians, forced to buy water on the black market, blame 
Israeli allotment practices for the severe water shortages that have plagued the 
West Bank in recent months (AP photo) 


Sudan opposition leaders 
call for continued struggle 


CAIRO (AP) — Sudanese 
opposition leaders on Tuesday 
rejected Sudan's new constitu- 
tion, which is based on Islamic 
law, and vowed to keep up 
their struggle for democracy. 

The statements came in a 
communique following a 
three-day meeting here by 
members of the National 
Democratic Alliance, an 
umbrella group for Sudanese 
opposition parties. 

The communique said the 
opposition leaders "assert 
their rejection of the sliamcfu! 
constitution, which the regime 
installed under a police state 
[while) it was curtailing free- 
dom.” They vowed to “contin- 
ue steps on the path of nation- 
al struggle until our noble peo- 
pie reach Iheir ambitions of ... 
denuvracy in unity anil 
peace." 

Egypt invited the opposition 
leaders to Cairo after pc;ice 
talks between the Sudanese 
rebels and the Khurtmun gov- 
ernment curlier this month in 
the Ethiopian capital Addis 
Ababa failed to make 
progress. 


The meeting was attended 
by John Garung. leader of the 
Sudan People's . Liberation 
Army, which has been fight- 
ing since 1983 for more free- 
dom for Lhe south's animists 
and Christians from the 
Islamic north. 

Also at the conference were 
Mohammed Osman A1 
Mirgani, who Iwads the 
alliance, and funner Prime 
Minister Sadiq Al Mahdi. 

AI Mahdi was ousted in a 
1989 military coup by 
Ucuicnani General Omar A! 
Bashir, who has installed an 
Islamic regime in Khartoum. 

The new constitution, adopt- 
ed June 30. is based on Islamic 
sharia law hui promises to 
safeguard the rights of reli- 
gious minorities. 

Promulgation of the consti- 
tution followed Al Bashir's 
move last summer to sign a 
peace treaty with six southern 
rebel groups that broke with 
G;ir,ing. 

In (heir final communique, 
the opposition leaders accused 
Khnnotint of human rights 
abuses and discrimination 


' against non-Muslims and 
pledged to continue working 
for a united, secular Sudan. 

The>' also accused AI 
Bashir's regime of using 
“food as a weapon” in its bat- 
tle against the southern rebels. 

Thousands of people face 
starvation in southern Sudan, 
especially in Bahr Al GhazaJ 
province. IGiartoum and the 
rebels have agreed to a three- 
month ceasefire to allow for- 
eign aid workers to get needed 
food and medicine to the area. 

Sudan's parliament protest- 
ed Egypt’s hosting of the 
meeting, saving it was tanta- 
mount to fostering the rebels. 

Bur President Hosni 
Mubarak said in an interview 
published Monday that he met 
with the rebels to uy to keep 
die neighbouring nation uni- 
fied. 

"This meeting was held in 
tile interest of our brothers in 
Sudan." he told the weekly 
newspaper Mayo. 

Egypt worries that a break- 
up of Sudan could jeopardise 
the Nile, it's main source of 
water. 


American people will decide Clinton’s fate 


By Sarah Jackson-Han 

A gene e France Prcssc 


I WASHINGTON — They forgave 
: him the first time he admitted to 
j an adulterous affair, and now U.S. 
I President Bill Clinton is betting 
; his presidency that the American 
i people will forgive him again. 

In four historic hours of sworn 
■ testimony Monday and again in a 
| brief national address. ~ Clinton 
I admitted to having had inappropri- 
i ate relations with a former While 
i House intern but not to peijuring 
himself when he denied it under 
; oath in January. 

It was a reprise of the hair-split- 
ting with which, as a candidate, he 
i admitted smoking marijuana but 
I not inhaling it and causing “pain 
in my marriage" amid allegations 
of a longtime affair with a former 
lounge singer. 

In the end. neither admission 
kept Americans from electing him 
to the While House in 1 992 and re- 
electing him in 1996. He now 
appears to be betting his political 
future that public opinion will sup- 
port him again. 

And public opinion, which so far 
continues to give Clinton high 
approval ratings, is crucial. 

Independent counsel Kenneth 


Starr is now certain to .send a 
report to Congress citing credible 
evidence of an impeachable 
offence, experts say. and Congress 
will look to the pollsters as they 
weigh w-hai to do. 

“Absolutely there will be a 
report," said Allan Lichtmann. a 
political scientist al American 
University here. “President 
Clinton has got one shot here — 
he can't get caught again." 

The American public, said 
Georgetown University 

Government Professor Wilcox 
Clyde, “doesn't want to end lhe 
presidency over this." Clinton's 
four-minute mea culpa on live 
television "wasn’t a very good 
speech, but the public will buy it." 
he predicted. 

“1 think the American people 
will be glad to get this behind us,” 
Senator Orrin Hatch, a Republican 
from Utah and chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, said 
after Clinton's late-night address. 

Americans will be willing “to 
allow this president to continue for 
another two years and then replace 
him with somebody who hopeful- 
ly will be better," he added. 

Starr, who has spent four years 
and $40 million investigating alle- 
gations of wrongdoing by the 


Clintons, “has two choices." said 
Viet Dinh. associate professor of 
law at Georgetown University. 

“He can indict Clinton or make a 
report to Congress that he's tound 
credible evidence of an impeach- 
able offence, which is defined as 
‘high crimes and misde- 
meanours.'" Dinh said. 

The latter course "seems like a 
sale bet. He can send it without 
making a recommendation as to 
whether Congress should impeach 
or not." he added. 

Legally, experts say. the presi- 
dent was on shaky ground in 
admitting a sexual affair hut deny- 
ing perjury, and many possible 
explanations might have back- 
fired. 

Clinton s assertion that he told 
the )mlh in denying an extramari- 
tal dalliance in sworn testimony in 
January apparently hinged on a 
very narrow definition of sexual 
relations approved by the judge in 
a civil sex -harassment ease against 
him. 

The strength of Starr's ease 
uguinst Clinton for the serious 
offences of obstructing justice or 
tampering with witnesses isn't yet 
publicly known. And if He lias sub* 
stuntiuf evidence on those counts. 
‘'Clinton's in trouble.” said Clyde. 


Starr is investigating whether 
Clinton enlisted others in an effort 
to buy the young woman's silence 
by helping her find a job and to 
reclaim personal gifts from 
Clinton that might have helped 
prove a sexual affair. 

"Some people sav rhis was a lit- 
tle while lie.” said Eugene Volokh, 
who (caches constitutional law at 
the University of California. Los 
Angeles. 

"But thr 


was a self-serv ing lie. 


while his forces defamed peopte I 
new were tellin? rh** imrh " i 


he knew were* telling the iruth." he 
said, such as Clinton's paramour. 
Monica Ixwinskv. her former con- 
fidante. Linda Tripp, who took the 

whole story to 5tarr. and Starr 
nimseli. 

Should the public again prove 
willing tn forgive what Clinton 
warns Americans to see as an a 11- 
• no-human, ull-ton-common trans- 
gression. he will nonetheless have 
lost his moral authority and much 
<M his clout. 


Hut would leave his Republican I 
opponents in an enviable position- | 
They d get two more years with a ! 
weakened. hnniiintj,! _ _ ■ 


-,i m humiliated president, • 
with Clinton s popular vice presi- j 
dent. Al Gore, denied the advan- i 
age or running as an incumbent in ■ 
tite year Xm elections. J 


Madame Chiang’s 

NYC estate sold 


WASHINGTON (AFP) _ 
The Long Island ho ok of 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek, 
widow of the Nationalist gen- 
eral Issimo who fought 
Chinas communists in (be 
1940s. has been sold, for mere 
than the $2.8 million, the Neu- 
York Tiroes reported. The 
Stillman organisation, a 
Manhattan construction com- 
pany. bought the properly, q 
said, after the owners — 
descendants of Madame 
Chiang's sister. Soong Ailing 
— decided it was time to self 


Sales soar for ‘Fondle 
Me Bubba’ dolls 


NEW YORK (R) — Sales 
soared of “Randle Me Bubba’’ 
dolls, caricatures of President 
Clinton that utter suggestive 
remarks when squeezed below 
the waist, the creator of the 
drills said The cloth-covered, 
stuffed Bubbas deliver such 
tines as ‘TU bomb Baghdad. 
I'll bomb France, if you'll 
remove my underpants" and 
“Baby, you make my knees 
knock.” “We’re getting a lot of 
calls,” said Rose land, New 
Jersey-based attorney Ted 
Theise. who created die dolL 
"We've been inundated.” The 
doll, sold in novelty sums, 
seems to appeal to both 
Clinton supporter and detrac- 
tors alike. Theise said. 


Young men prefer 
anorexic women 
to obese 


WASHINGTON (R.) — US. 
researchers confirmed what 
every woman already suspect- 
ed — young men would rather 
dnre an anorexic woman than 
one who is obese. They said 
their findings show that when 
it comes to dating, looks are 
still more important than sub- 
stantive factors like intelli- 
gence and personality — at 
least to young men. 


More people flock 
to Disneyland 


PARIS ( AP) — Wltere do peo- 
ple flock to when they come to 
Paris? Notre Dame? Tlie Eiffel 
Tower? The Are de Triomphe? 
Yes, but even more are going 
to Disneyland The theme pat 
outside Pirns knocked New 
Dame out of first place in fc 
heads of visitors to the capital 
last year. French tourism offi- 
cials said Monday. 


Street or plaza 
named after Diana 


PARIS (AP) — As to 
anniversary of Pritw* 
Diana's death in Paris 
approaches, 70 per cent rf 
French people want u strei* of 
plaza to be named after her. 
according to a survey. In to 
Gallup poll, to be published & 
Tuesday's France-Soir nevw 
paper. 26 per cent of respon- 
dents were against lhe idd 
and 4 percent ' bad no opirwri 
Diana was killed last Aug. 
in a car crash in the Pont ^ 
1' Alma traffic ttinneL 


Penn accused of 
hitting photographer 


MALIBU r AP) — A phufog' 3 ' 
pher accused actor Scan Ftawof 
I lining him with a rock Mofcty 
for videotaping the actor wink 
he u-alkcd with his father. N" 
immediate chaiges wire fife*; 
against Penn, who turned 
Monday. Penns publicist, Car* 
Stone, had no comment Ftfp 
tnld sheriff's deputies Ik 
walking along a rural road 
his father, dlrccior Leo 
when Michael Sindcll cmfitffr 
edhim. 


Stolen painting 
signed Adolf Hitter 
found in Spain 


t 


VALENCIA (AFP) — A 
ing attributed to Adolf 
w hich was stolen in tins 
Spanish city Iti nwrtjjJ? 
was found Monday. 
police said. “Woman in 
was discovered in a 
Valencia along with two 
paintings. Police 
three artworks had a trial'*®, 
of S26.600. The police 
they had traced the r?** 
looking to buy the jxripfe * 
one of whom was Dubdi 
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